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Photo By Ron Niebrugge/wildnatureimages.com

Welcome to
Phoenix
hoenix and its more than 20 surrounding communities are known as the “Valley of
the Sun” – and that’s not surprising, given Arizona’s climate and its blisteringly hot
growth over the last several years.
One of the leading regions of the Southwest during the real estate boom years of 2003 until
about 2006, Phoenix and its neighboring communities have always benefited from an influx of
relocating families, singles and retirees and continue to do so today, with more than 50,000
people choosing to relocate to the area each year.
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City and then East Phoenix. It was Phillip
Darrell Duppa, an early Arizona pioneer,
who suggested the name Phoenix, since
the new town would include the rebuilding and updating of the city’s ancient
Hohokam canal systems – rebuilding
anew from the proverbial ashes of the
old.
The city of Phoenix was officially recognized on May 4, 1868, when the
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors
formed an election precinct, and eventually incorporated in 1881.
The state’s rich Native American cultural
background informs its history, and
Phoenix is no exception. There are 21
federally recognized Native American
tribes in Arizona with a total population of
about 300,000, many of whom reside in
the Valley of the Sun. The area’s Pueblo
Grande ruins, an ancient city occupied
between 700 A.D. and 1400 A.D.,
embodies the city’s history where the
wide Salt River ran through the Valley of

the Sun. The city actually sits on the banks
of the river, which is mostly dry today.
The city’s location in central Arizona gave
it preference as the state capital over
Tucson or Prescott, and today it’s the only
state capital with a city proper population
of more than 1 million. It’s also the second-largest city in the western United
States – just after Los Angeles, California.
The Phoenix metropolitan area includes
the city itself, Maricopa county, most of
Pinal County and parts of southern
Yavapai County. The city’s combined metropolitan statistical area (MSA) population is just over 4 million and includes the
communities of Avondale, Buckeye,
Carefree, Cave Creek, Chandler, El
Mirage, Fountain Hills, Gila Bend,
Gilbert,
Glendale,
Goodyear,
Guadalupe, Litchfield Park, Mesa,
Paradise Valley, Peoria, Phoenix, Queen
Creek, Scottsdale, Sun City, Sun City
West, Sun Lakes, Surprise, Tempe,
Tolleson, Tonopah, Wickenburg and

Youngtown in Maricopa County. And, in
Pinal County, communities include
Apache Junction, Arizona City, Casa
Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, Florence,
Kearny, Mammoth, Maricopa, Oracle,
Picacho, Picacho Peak, Red Rock, San
Manuel, and Superior.

PHOENIX’S ARTS SCENE:
MUSIC, FILM, TV AND CULTURE
The arts thrive in Phoenix, thanks in part to
an active creative and civic community.
For example, the Maricopa Partnership
for Arts and Culture (MPAC) is a great
source of information on all things arts
and culture, including theater and performing companies, music, art galleries,
museums, dance and much more.
The city’s Office of Arts and Culture offers
many programs that continue to nurture
and support the arts on a regular basis,
including an Arts Grants program and
Career Development grants, a Public Art
program, a thriving community of Phoenix
arts organization websites and partner
agencies, and the monthly First Friday
Artwalk that attracts residents and visitors
alike to the city’s downtown art galleries.
All total, more than 130 nonprofit organizations provide arts and cultural experiences, including a symphony orchestra,
opera and ballet companies, producing
and presenting theater and dance organizations, art and history museums, a science center, zoo, botanical garden, and
countless festivals.
In fact, there’s such a rich concentration of
arts and culture spanning the city’s unique
and interesting communities that there are
major annual festivals in almost every
Phoenix-area city. Take the family and
explore the Annual Cowboy Artists of
America Exhibition, the Arizona
Renaissance Festival, the Arizona Scottish
Highland Games, the Dia de los Muertos
Festival, Matsuri – A Festival of Japan, the
Native American Fine Art Invitational, the
Scottsdale Arts Festival, the Scottsdale

8
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Culinary Festival, the Tempe Festival of
the Arts, the Harvest Festival, the Family
Cornfest and Arts and Crafts Fair, or Way
Out West Oktoberfest!
Museums and galleries celebrate Southwest
art and culture, as well as classic art genres. The Phoenix Art Museum, which
opened in 1959, is known for its diverse
visual arts collection, including exhibitions
and permanent collections that include such
artists as Rembrandt, Norman Rockwell,
Annie Leibowitz and Monet. The museum
also includes more than 18,000 works of
American, Asian, European, Latin American,
Western American, modern and contemporary
art, and fashion design.
The Arizona Science Center in Phoenix
features hands-on exhibits and a planetarium, and the Arizona State Museum is the
oldest and largest anthropology museum
in the Southwest. For a list of cultural and
creative visual arts venues, visit
www.mpacarts.org/arts_community.php.

PHOENIX’S BUSINESS
COMMUNITY
Phoenix is also home to a thriving business
community, with major private sector employers calling the city home, as well as corporate
and regional headquarters for such wellknown Fortune 500 companies as Avnet,
Freeport-McMoran, US Airways Group,
Republic Services and PetSmart. Fortune
1000 companies that call the Phoenix area
home include Insight Enterprises, Apollo
Group, Pinnacle West Capital Corporation,
Amkor Tehnology, First Solar and ON
Semiconductor. In addition, some 84 other
major corporations have significant operations in the Phoenix metro area, including
Intel, U-Haul International, Honeywell, Allied
Signal and Boeing, to name a few.
Phoenix is also among the nation’s fastestgrowing regions and has been recognized for strong job growth and entrepreneurial environment, especially for aerospace, high-tech and bioscience companies. Not surprisingly, the local job market

10
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continues to grow at a steady rate. As of
2010, the Associated Press noted that
Phoenix was number four on its list of
major cities in the nation that were, “the
largest generators of net jobs.” The city
also sported an unemployment rate below
the national average of 9.4 percent.
Besides a flourishing corporate business culture, Phoenix is also tops for companies and
people moving to the area, ranking first
among metro areas for “recruitment and
attractions,” according to a 2008 report by
Expansion Management magazine.
Arizona State University, the University of
Phoenix, Grand Canyon University and the
internationally recognized Thunderbird
School of Global Management graduate
school, located in nearby Glendale, also
provide a talented and educated workforce
and entrepreneur community.

NATURAL BEAUTY – AND
PLENTY OF OUTDOOR FUN
The Phoenix area’s natural beauty is just
another reason for the city’s appeal – and
that has nurtured an active outdoor lifestyle,
including beautiful places to swim, hike,
cycle, boat, golf, and much more.
The city’s natural surroundings invite residents to take part in a vast range of outdoor and sports activities – and they certainly do, thanks to more than 325 days

P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2

of sunshine each year, mean high temperature of 85 degrees, and just 7.66 inches average annual rainfall.
It’s no surprise that golf is a big sport
everywhere in Arizona, including the
Phoenix metro area. With more than 200
golf courses, including many municipal
courses and a host of private links and
country clubs, including a number of
world-class courses designed by Arnold
Palmer, Gary Player, and others, there are
golf greens for every skill level.
There are also seven lakes within an hour of
the greater Phoenix metro area that offer
fishing, boating, water skiing, picnic areas
and camping, plus three major mountains
that surround the Phoenix area that offer perfect terrain for hiking, climbing or just enjoying nature. Peaks in the Phoenix Mountain
range complex include Lookout Mountain,
Camelback Mountain, Stony Mountain and
Piestewa Peak, among others.
Prefer spectator sports? You’re in luck here!
Greater Phoenix is one of 10 metropolitan
areas that have most major professional sports
represented, including Arizona Diamondbacks
(MLB) and Cactus League (MLB) baseball;
Phoenix Suns basketball (NBA); Firebird
International and Phoenix International
Raceways; Arizona Cardinals football (NFL);
Phoenix Coyotes hockey (NHL); and Phoenix
Mercury women’s basketball (WNBA).

2* Business and Economy-PHX 2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

12:18 PM

Page 14

Phoenix Convention Center Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

Business
and Economy
hoenix is tops for companies and people moving to the area – and it’s no wonder.
With its healing climate, low cost of living and quality of life, Phoenix ranked first
among metro areas for “recruitment and attractions,” according to a 2008 report by
Expansion Management magazine. And, the magazine ranked Maricopa County fourth in the
top counties for recruitment and attraction.
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That’s not surprising, given the wealth of
highly educated graduates from the Valley
of the Sun’s many post-secondary education institutions. Arizona State University,
one of the largest public universities in the
United States with 70,440 enrolled
students as of 2010, boasts four separate
campuses across the Valley. Arizona’s
other two post-secondary public institutions, the University of Arizona (headquartered in Tucson) and Northern Arizona
University (Flagstaff), also maintain a
presence in Phoenix with small campuses
supporting medical and non-medical
academic disciplines.
Other post-secondary education institutions in the Phoenix area, University of
Phoenix, Grand Canyon University,
American Indian College, Art Institute of
Phoenix, University of Advanced
Technology, Collins College, DeVry
University, Argosy University, the Phoenix
School of Law, Fortis College, Western
Governors University and the internationally recognized Thunderbird School of
Global Management graduate school
provide a talented workforce and entrepreneur community.

recognized for its strong job growth and
entrepreneurial environment.

LABOR AND
UNEMPLOYMENT

The city’s location in the southwest United
States has turned it into a top choice for
business, especially for aerospace, hightech, bioscience, advanced business and
sustainable technology companies.

Phoenix’s long business history started in
the 1800s, when citrus and agriculture
became a burgeoning industry – resulting
in the construction of the Roosevelt Dam to
ensure irrigation during the state’s hot
months of the year.

FROM ONE PAYCHECK TO THE NEXT…
Want to know how living in Phoenix compares to other cities in terms of
how far your paycheck will get you? Assuming a $60,000 salary in the
city you’re moving from and that you’d own a house in Phoenix, we used
a salary/cost of living calculator to help us figure out the rest. For example, if you made $60,000 after taxes in Washington, D.C., you’d need
to make just $40,160 in Phoenix to maintain the same standard of living. Here are the results:
MOVING FROM HERE...

YOU’D NEED TO MAKE...

Atlanta, GA

63,204

Austin, TX

63,204

Baton Rouge, LA

62,875

Boston, MA

45,589

Chicago, IL

51,678

Dallas, TX

65,751

And, the Maricopa Community College
District – the largest higher education
systems in the country with 10 colleges
and two skill centers – is Arizona’s largest
provider of job training, serving more
than 250,000 students each year.

Denver, CO

58,545

Detroit, MI

60,785

Houston, TX

65,537

Las Vegas, NV

59,292

Los Angeles, CA

44,317

The state of Arizona is also a great place
for nurturing a company; Development
Counsellors International, a national
marketing firm, named Arizona one of the
“Top 10 Best States for Business.”

Miami, FL

56,943

New York, NY

27,892

Philadelphia, PA

47,753

Pittsburgh, PA

65,967

Portland, OR

54,280

Raleigh/Durham, NC

61,529

Rochester, MN

60,908

San Francisco, CA

36,849

St. Louis, MO

66,769

Seattle, WA

49,801

It’s also known as a great place to live.
CNN Money named four Phoenix communities – Chandler, Scottsdale, Peoria
and Gilbert – as best small cities to live.
With all those accolades, it’s easy to see
why greater Phoenix is among the nation’s
fastest-growing regions, consistently

Statistics Source: CNNMONEY.com. CZER,
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Downtown Phoenix By Robert Silberblatt, Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

Assistance for business development in
Phoenix is available through such organizations as the Business Development
Finance Corporation (www.bfdc.com),
Southwestern Business Financing Corp.
(www.swfbc.com),
the
Phoenix
Industrial Development Authority (PIDA –
www.phoenixida.com), the federal Small
Business Innovation Research Program
(SBIR – www.sbir.gov), and the Arizona
Commerce and Economic Development
Commission (www.azcommerce.com).

PHOENIX & INDUSTRY:
DIVERSITY ALL AROUND
Phoenix businesses include a wide array
of industries, including financial, healthcare, and technology. American Express
and JPMorgan Chase have a big presence here, and there are branch offices
for numerous brokerage firms, plus a host
of financial planners, wealth managers
and other financial companies.
That wherewithal still exists today. One of
the nation’s fastest-growing regions, Phoenix
has long been recognized for its strong job
growth, especially for aerospace, high-tech
and bioscience companies. Honeywell
Aerospace is one of the area’s largest
employers, as are Fortune 500 companies
like Intel, Boeing and others.
Manufacturing and tourism are also
important to the city’s economy, with more
than 10 million visitors from the U.S. and
Canada flocking to the area each year to
visit such high profile resort areas such as
the Grand Canyon, enjoy the charm of
towns like nearby Sedona, and relax at
such luxury resorts as the Arizona Biltmore
Resort & Spa, Legacy Golf Resort,
Arizona Grand Resort and the recently
remodeled Camelback Inn Resort & Spa.
Even with the slow recovery of the economy,
the local job market continues to grow at
a steady rate, with a positive job growth
rate forecast for 2011. According to
Aznow.biz and economist Elliott D.
Pollack, net job growth will climb by two
16
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percent and retail sales will increase by a
full eight percent. Building permits will
dramatically increase in 2011, by jumping
a whopping 50 percent!

PHOENIX:
NURTURING BUSINESS GROWTH
People and businesses from around the
country and even internationally continue
to move to Phoenix. Besides the city’s
beautiful and scenic surroundings,
Phoenix has a long history of spearheading
business development efforts.
In fact, business owners organized the
Phoenix Chamber of Commerce in
November 1888. Now known as the
Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce
(www.phoenixchamber.com), the Chamber
is committed to making sure the “Valley of
the Sun” is a great place to live, work and
do business.
That commitment also includes funding
and assistance for business development
in the form of incentive programs and
other resources.

P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2

In all, the Phoenix area is home to nearly
600 bank and credit union branches—
from small, local financial institutions to
such international powerhouses as
Chase, Wells Fargo, Wachovia and
Bank of America—all of which are eager
to do their part in helping launch and
nurture incoming Phoenix-area businesses.
Phoenix is also home to several top
healthcare systems, including Scottsdale
Health, Catholic Healthcare West and
Banner Health – all of which are big area
employers.
According to the Arizona Hospital and
Healthcare Association, which represents
104 member hospitals across the state,
more than 73,000 of the state’s citizens
work in Arizona hospitals or health
networks. In fact, since 1990, Arizona
hospital employment growth has significantly outpaced the annual employment
growth of hospitals nationally.
During that time, Arizona hospital employment soared 46 percent, while hospital
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employment increased just 24 percent
nationwide. And, every job at an Arizona
hospital generates an additional 1.5 jobs
in the state.
The Valley of the Sun also houses major
data centers and technology companies.
Top technology employers in Phoenix
include Intel, Honeywell, Boeing and
some defense contractors.

• Cactus League spring training baseball
attracts 1 million fans each year; and
• The FBR Open attracts the largest galleries
of any golf tournament in the world.
In fact, the Arizona Sports & Tourism
Authority, which owns and operates the
University of Phoenix Stadium; funds
tourism promotion in Maricopa County;
funds the construction and renovation of

Cactus League Spring Training facilities;
and funds youth and amateur sports
projects and programs, estimates that
sports tourism activities contribute
$1.95 billion annually to the area
economy.
It’s clear that Phoenix is an exciting and
vibrant place to do business with a thriving
entrepreneurial spirit and industries of
all kinds. We’re glad you’re here!

THE ARTS
Arts and cultural organizations are also big
contributors to the local economy, with an
estimated economic impact of $361
million. Arts activity generates state and city
tax revenue and contributes to job growth in
critical support industries like restaurants,
hotels and retail businesses.
The city of Phoenix is one of 156 communities that participated in Arts & Economic
Prosperity III, the most comprehensive
study of its kind, which documents the
economic impact of the nonprofit arts and
culture industry in 116 cities and
counties, 35 multi-county regions, and
five states—representing all 50 states and
the District of Columbia.
The study found that arts spending in
Phoenix, which includes $133 million
by nonprofit arts and culture organizations and an additional $228 million in
event-related spending by audiences,
supports more than 11,000 full-time
equivalent jobs, generates more than
$213 million in household income to
local residents, and delivers more than
$39 million in local and state government
revenue.

Welcome
to the West!
Let the Phoenix Business Journal
be your welcome wagon.
Get 4 FREE Weeks of the
Phoenix Business Journal
and we will introduce you to the
Valley’s Top Business Brass.

[Click Here | 4 FREE Weeks]

SPORTS: ARIZONA CARDINALS,
PHOENIX SUNS, DIAMONDBACKS
AND MORE
With just about every major sport represented, sports tourism is big business in
Phoenix. Consider that:
• Greater Phoenix has more than
200 golf courses;

For additional information please contact Jamie Hackmann at
602-308-6538 or via email: jhackmann@bizjournals.com
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dedicated to economic development and
policy research – the index measures
differences between areas in the cost of
consumer goods and services, minus taxes
and non-consumer expenditures.

PHOENIX
COST OF
LIVING
A

nyone planning to relocate needs to
know just how far their paychecks will
stretch in their new, adopted city. After all,
if you’re used to inexpensive mortgage or
rental prices, reasonable grocery bills
and affordable health care, you don’t
want to be surprised if the bills skyrocket
when you choose to move to another city.
The good news is that, in Phoenix, when

The index also measures relative price
levels for consumer goods and services in
participating areas, like groceries, housing,
utilities and more. The average for a
participating place – both metropolitan
and non-metro – is 100, and each participant’s index is read as a percentage of
the average for all places.

compared to cities that are about the
same size, your hard-earned dollar will
likely stretch a bit further – and that
attracts people to the area. In fact, since
2000, Phoenix has experienced a thriving
population growth of 24 percent.
The ACCRA Cost of Living Index ranks a
range of living expenses in major cities.
Compiled by C2ER – a national organization

In Phoenix, you’ll find yourself paying
about the same for transportation, utilities,
health care, and other goods and services
as with other, similar-sized cities. And
when it comes to necessities like housing
and groceries, Phoenix prices remain
affordable.
Whether you’re thinking about moving here,
or are already here, it’s easy to see that
Phoenix measures up not only in terms of
quality of life, but also with its affordability.

COST OF LIVING: PHOENIX BY THE NUMBERS

When it comes to overall cost of living, Phoenix is still an affordable place to live and work. Here’s how the city ranked in
comparison to other major U.S. cities (in the last four quarters ending in Q3 2008).
CITY

COMPOSITE

GROCERY
13.31%

UTILITIES
10.22%

TRANSPORTATION
9.86%

HEALTHCARE
4.23%

MISC.
33.11%

Atlanta

95.6

96.2

90.7

86.3

99.3

103.3

100.3

Boston

132.5

116.7

152.7

138.6

104.5

123.5

128.6

Chicago

116.9

111.2

134.8

117.3

116.5

108.5

104.4

Dallas

91.9

96.2

70.7

105.5

100.9

103.8

100.4

Denver

103.2

101.0

107.5

101.9

95.4

105.9

102.7

Los Angeles

136.4

106.0

207.1

101.7

113.6

109.1

107.0

Miami

106.0

110.9

107.7

91.9

108.8

105.7

106.2

New York

216.7

154.3

386.7

169.6

120.3

130.2

145.7

Phoenix

100.7

108.1

90.4

96.6

108.9

108.8

104.6

San Diego

132.3

105.5

194.4

101.9

113.1

111.5

105.8

San Francisco

164.0

111.9

281.0

94.5

113.0

117.0

124.3

Washington, D.C.

140.1

107.9

226.4

97.3

109.3

103.4

103.7

Statistics Source: ACCRA,
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Downtown Phoenix By Ron Niebrugge/wildnatureimages.com

TOP 25
PHOENIX
EMPLOYERS
YOUR CAREER
is WAITING
P

hoenix has a diverse list of large
employers in both the public and private
sector – from education, government
and healthcare to technology, manufacturing and the military, three of which
(Wal-Mart, Wells Fargo and JPMorgan
Chase) made Fortune magazine’s
2010 World’s 50 Most Admired
Companies list. Here’s a list of Phoenix’s
Top 25 Largest Employers, including a
brief description of the organization
with contact information, web site and
number of employees.
1.

State of Arizona
50,000 employees
100 N. 15th Avenue
Phoenix, 85007
602-542-1500 (Phoenix main)
www.azstatejobs.gov
The State of Arizona employs nearly
51,000 in various state government
offices.

2.

3.

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
20,292 employees
702 SW 8th Street
Bentonville, Arkansas 72716-8611
800-925-6278
479-273-4000
www.walmartstores.com
Retail giant Wal-Mart, based in
Bentonville, Arkansas, employs nearly
31,000 in the state of Arizona,
many of whom work at its Phoenixarea supercenters, discount stores,
neighborhood markets, Sam’s Clubs
and distribution centers.
Banner Health Systems
27,753 employees
1441 N. 12th Street
Phoenix, 85006
602-747-4000
www.bannerhealth.com
Banner Health Systems is a member of
Ascension Health, the nation’s largest,

religious-sponsored not-for-profit health
care system. Its Phoenix health network
encompasses many hospitals, imaging
centers and several outpatient clinics,
as well as a bariatric center.
4.

City of Phoenix
17,000 employees
135 N. Second Avenue
Phoenix, 85003
602-534-3467
www.phoenix.gov
Phoenix is not only rich in culture and
history, but is also the fifth-most populous
city in the U.S with more than 1.6
million residents who call the city home.

5.

Wells Fargo
14,000 employees
100 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, 85003
800-869-3557
www.wellsfargo.com

W W W. P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E . C O M
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Wells Fargo operates bank branches,
business banking offices, and an
operations and support center, as
well as offers private client services
in the region.
6.

7.

8.

20

Maricopa County
14,000 employees
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, 85701
602-506-3011
www.maricopa.gov
Maricopa County covers 9,184
square miles and ranks fourth in
size among all counties in the
U.S. In fact, more than half of
Arizona residents live in Maricopa
County.
Arizona State University
13,000 employees
P.O. Box 87
Tempe, 85287
480-965-9011
www.asu.edu
As one of the largest U.S. universities, Arizona State University served
more than 70,000 students from all
50 states and more than 100 countries in 2010. ASU’s main campus is
in Tempe, with several other campuses
in the Phoenix metro area, including
a large downtown campus.
Academic offerings include more
than 250 undergraduate and graduate
programs, plus a range of certificate
programs.
Apollo Group, Inc.
12,460 employees
4615 E. Elwood Street
Phoenix, 85040
480-966-5394
www.apollogrp.edu
Apollo College offers degree and
diploma programs in healthcare,
dental and veterinary career fields,
and operates nine campuses across
the western United States – including
two in the Phoenix area: Phoenix
and Phoenix Westside.

|

9.

Raytheon
12,149 employees
870 Winter Street
Waltham, MA 02451
781-522-1449
www.raytheon.com
Raytheon is a technology and innovation leader specializing in defense,
homeland security and other government markets throughout the world.
With a history of innovation spanning
89 years, Raytheon provides state-ofthe-art electronics, mission system
integration and other capabilities in
the areas of sensing; effects; and
command, control, communications
and intelligence systems, as well as
broad range of mission support
services. In 2010, Raytheon boasted
$25 billion in sales.

10. McDonalds
11,815 employees
3721 W. Thomas Road
Phoenix, 85018
602-225-9009
www.mcdonalds.com/us/en/home.html
McDonalds Corporation is the
world’s largest chain of hamburger
restaurants, serving more than 58
million customers daily. As of the
second quarter of the 2009 fiscal
year, the company’s total assets
reached $29.2 billion and a total
equity of $13.2 billion.
11. Kroger
11,581 employees
500 S. 99th Avenue
Tolleson, 85353
623-936-2100
www.frysfood.com
A subsidiary of the Kroger Co., Fry’s
Food Stores operates more than 100
grocery stores that serve the Phoenix
area and surrounding counties.
Headquartered in Cincinnati, Ohio,
Kroger (NYSE:KR) is one of the
nation’s largest grocery retailers,
with fiscal 2009 sales of $76.7
billion.
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12. Bank of America
11,000 employees
NC1-007-56-70
100 N. Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28255
1-888-550-6433
www.bankofamerica.com
Bank of America is one of the world’s
largest financial institutions, serving
individuals, small- and middle-market
businesses and large corporations with
a full range of banking, investing, asset
management and other financial and
risk management products and services.
13. Honeywell Aerospace
10,500 employees
1944 E. Sky Harbor Circle
Phoenix, 85034
602-231-1000
www.honeywell.com
Honeywell Aerospace is a leading
global provider of integrated avionics,
engines, systems and service solutions
for aircraft manufacturers, airlines,
business and general aviation, military,
space and airport operations.
14. U.S. Postal Service
10,000 employees
4949 E. Van Buren Street
Phoenix, 85026
800-275-8777
www.usps.com
An independent federal agency, the U.S.
Postal Service is the only delivery service
that visits every address in the nation —
146 million homes and businesses. It has
37,000 retail locations and relies on the
sale of postage, products and services –
not tax dollars – to pay for operating
expenses. The Postal Service has annual
revenues of $75 billion and delivers
nearly half the world’s mail.
15. JPMorgan Chase & Co.
9,890 employees
201 N. Central Avenue
Phoenix, 85004
877-30-CHASE
www.chase.com
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Headquartered in New York,
JPMorgan Chase operates its Private
Client Services in Scottsdale; Chase
Card Services, Chase Home
Finance Loan Center and Chase
Telephone Banking in Tempe, and
more than 50 Chase Bank branches.
16. Intel Corp.
9,700 employees
5000 W. Chandler Blvd., CH7-301
Chandler, 85226
480-554-8080
www.intel.com
The world’s largest semiconductor
company has two large manufacturing
and research complexes in Chandler,
a nearby suburb of Phoenix.
17. Target
9,650 employees
1000 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55403
www.target.com
Target operates 1,684 stores in 48
states nationwide since opening its
first store in 1962.
18. Mesa Public Schools/
Mesa Unified School District
9,000 employees
63 E. Main Street, Suite 101
Mesa, 85201
480-472-0223
www.mpsaz.org
With 58 elementary schools; 13
junior high schools; 7 senior high
schools; 9 focus schools; and 13
“choice” programs/schools (including
early learning and Head Start
programs), the Mesa Unified
School District, one of the state’s
largest, serving 69,000 students
in grades Pre-K-12 in school year
2008-2009. In 2010, graduating
students received $53.7 million in
scholarships and awards, and
five of its high schools were honored by U.S. News and World
Report’s 2010 Best High Schools
Search.

19. US Airways
8,776 employees
4000 E. Sky Harbor Blvd.
Phoenix, 85034
800-235-9292
www.usairways.com
US Airways, along with US Airways
Shuttle and US Airways Express,
operates more than 3,100 flights per
day and serves 200 communities in
the U.S., Canada, Europe, the
Caribbean and Latin America. The
airline employs nearly 34,000
aviation professionals worldwide.
20. Bashas
8,500 employees
22402 S. Basha Road
Chandler, 85248
480-895-9350
www.bashas.com
Founded by two brothers in 1932,
Bashas’ is a grocery chain with 160
stores – including the AJ’s Fine
Foods, Food City and Dine Markets
brands (located on Indian reservations throughout Arizona) – and more
than 13,000 employees.
21. Luke Air Force Base
8,000 employees
14185 W. Falcon Street
Luke AFB, 85309
623-856-0056
www.luke.af.mil
The mission of the Air Force is to
“train the world’s greatest F-16 fighter
pilots and maintainers, while
deploying mission ready warfighters.”
Luke AFB houses the Air Force’s 56th
Fighter Wing.
22. Walgreen Co.
7,812 employees
200 Wilmot Road
Deerfield, IL 60015
1-800-WALGREENS
www.walgreens.com
Walgreen’s is the nation’s largest
drugstore chain with fiscal 2008
sales of $59 billion. The company

operates 6,636 drugstores in 49
states, the District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico.
23. Catholic Healthcare West
7,754 employees
350 W. Thomas Rd.
Phoenix, 85013
602-406-3000
www.ichosestjoes.com
Founded in 1968 and headquartered in California, Catholic
Healthcare West is the eighth largest
not-for-profit hospital provider in the
nation, with more than 60,000 nurses, hospitals, clinics and physicians
caring for the sick, poor and disadvantaged in California, Arizona and
Nevada.
24. Home Depot
7,650 employees
350 W. Thomas Rd.
Phoenix, 85013
602-406-3000
www.ichosestjoes.com
With some 20 stores in the Phoenix
area, the Home Depot is still guided
by those values established by
its founders in 1978: excellent customer service, taking care of people,
entrepreneurial spirit, respect for all
people, building strong relationships,
doing the right thing, giving back to
communities and creating shareholder value.
25. Safeway
7,502 employees
2750 S. Priest Drive
Tempe, 85282
480-894-4100
www.safeway.com
Grocery chain Safeway operates
1,775 stores across the U.S. and
Canada under the Safeway, Vons,
Randalls, Tom Thumb, Genuardi’s
and Carrs brands.
SOURCE: The Arizona Republic,
AZCentral.com, About.com
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employment hat, so to speak. If you are
interested in employment with a specific
company, seeing what jobs are available is little more than a quick search
through its Web site: follow the links
entitled “jobs” or “employment” and
you’re there!

FINDING
A JOB
BRINGING HOME
the BACON
S

o, you like what Phoenix has to
offer and you’ve decided to make the big
move to the Valley of the Sun. Good for
you! Now it’s time to jump those hurdles
and make it happen. Assuming you’re not
moving to start your own business, one of
the most important hurdles is the question,
“Where am I going to work?” The answer
is just a few clicks away.

22
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Most, if not all, of the Web sites owned
by Phoenix-area businesses and associations, from the local drug store to
government to Fortune 500 international
conglomerates and beyond, have on
them pages dedicated to profiling available employment positions, along with
instructions or applications enabling
people to throw their names into the
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In doing so, keep in mind that there are
as many ways to organize a Web site as
there are businesses, so employment
pages are easier to find on some
business sites than others. If an employment link is not readily obvious, most
sites have “search” boxes that online visitors
can use to look for specific items or
information using keywords, such as, in
the case of work, the aforementioned
“jobs” or “employment.”
Should one’s employment desires in the
Valley of the Sun be less particular in
terms of what company one works for,
there are many Web sites whose main
purpose is employment, where businesses can post ads about open positions
that perspective employees can search
and apply. While each of them is set
up differently, most work in much the
same way. Jobs are organized into
several searchable categories, such as
location,
professional
category
(“healthcare, “marketing” or “arts,” to
name a few), keyword, income, frequency
of work (part- or full-time, per diem,
temporary, etc.), and the like. One
can opt for a simple search (location,
professional category, and/or keyword)
or an advanced search, which can be
tailored any number of ways to fit the
searcher’s needs.
There is a wide degree of variation in
the employment submission process,
from a simple e-mail with one’s resume
attached to extensive online applications
that can include competency tests.
However, most online employment
presences, be it corporate-specific or
an employment clearing house, have
on them methods by which potential
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employees can save and edit their initial
applications, thereby saving time and
effort with future job applications
should initial employment requests not
pan out.
To the right is a short listing of major
employment sites one can explore to
find open employment positions in the
Phoenix area. It is by no means allinclusive, but rather is meant as a
springboard to launch one’s foray into
the Phoenix job market. A good strategy
would be to visit several employment
sites during one’s job search to more
effectively blanket an area. While
some overlap does occur, it’s worth it
to wade through jobs that appear on
multiple sites to find those unique
gems.

(Note: Presence of the employment sites on the
list to the right does not illustrate an association
with or endorsement by ARG Publications, LLC
or its subsidiaries.)

EMPLOYMENT SITES
www.careerbuilder.com | A comprehensive national employment site, it
is also affiliated with two of Arizona’s three main newspapers, The
Arizona Republic (Phoenix) and The Arizona Daily Star (Tucson).
www.monster.com | Another well equipped and organized national
employment site, it is affiliated with Arizona’s other main newspaper,
The Arizona Daily Sun (Flagstaff).
www.jobing.com | An easy-to-use site, type in a city and state or zip
code to gain access to region-specific jobs. The company behind
Jobing.com also organizes and hosts periodic job fairs featuring many
of its corporate clients in the cities and regions it services.
www.regionalhelpwanted.com | This is a family of area-specific jobs
sites encompassing the entire nation. This site servicing the Phoenix
area is www.helpwantedphoenix.com.
www.craigslist.org | The bad boy of the group, one should approach the
jobs posted on this site with greater caution than other job sites. While any
kind of online job searching, especially through job sites, carries with it
some varying degree of risk in the form of cons and scams, the general
public attitude is that this occurs on Craigslist more often than at other sites.
That being said, it still presents a high degree of legitimate job ads,
mainly from small but reputable local companies where every penny counts.
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Education
in Phoenix
ike many growing cities, education is a central component when it comes to attracting residents,
and Phoenix is no exception. With 58 school districts, a wealth of higher education choices that
include the University of Phoenix, and a variety of trade, technical, private and parochial
schools, there are plenty of educational opportunities for residents.
There are more than 400 public schools in Phoenix in both large and small districts, as well as more than
200 charter and private schools that serve students from kindergarten through 12th grade.
The Phoenix metropolitan area includes the city itself, Maricopa County, most of Pinal County and parts
of southern Yavapai County. The Valley of the Sun is home to Mesa Public Schools, the largest school district in the state. Serving the cities of Mesa, Tempe and Chandler, the district serves some 69,000 students
in traditional grades K-12, as well as alternative schools based on nontraditional curriculums.
In all, education is a priority here – and it shows. The Arizona Department of Education announced that students
again performed above the national average on the College Board’s SAT college readiness examination during
the 2009-2010 school year. This year’s performance of Arizona’s students marks a six-year upward trend.
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Arizona students scored 518 in critical
reading with the national average at
498, and they scored 526 in math, while
the national average was 511. And in
writing, Arizona students scored 498,
while the national average was 488.

COMMITTED TO EDUCATION
No matter where you’re moving – and
whether or not you have children – education is an important consideration for
anyone considering relocation. The quality of education in a community affects
everything from resale value to the
schools in your neighborhood.
With the area’s tremendous growth over the
last several years, school districts have
increased accordingly to accommodate
more students, and the city has adopted
several initiatives to foster educational excellence. One is the city’s Youth and Education
Commission, which, in partnership with the
Human Relations Commission, offers grants
to Phoenix schools through its Focus on
Results grants initiative.

Thunderbird – The Garvin School of
International Management.
In particular, the Arizona State University
has over 250 undergraduate and more
than 100 masters and doctoral programs
in 16 colleges and schools. One of the
largest research-heavy institutions in the
U.S., Arizona State University annually
devotes over $300 million in research
and development expenditures.
And, the huge Maricopa Community
Colleges network features 11 colleges that
specialize in university transfer, continuing
education, career and job training programs. Phoenix College, the system’s main
campus, is nationally known for its programs in gerontology, dental hygiene, fire
science, emergency medical technology,
mathematics, art, graphic design, creative
writing, and administration of justice.
Recent research comparing Arizona to
states of similar size found that Arizona
ranked second for average Arizona

student test scores on the ACT college
entrance exam, and that Arizona is also
ranked second among states of similar
size for the number of bachelor’s degrees
in natural sciences and engineering.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
No matter what your education needs –
public, private, charter, higher education
or trade schools – there are a wealth of
options for those who choose to make
Phoenix their home.
We’ve included a list of the Phoenix metropolitan area’s school districts, the area’s
20 largest private and charter schools,
and a listing of area colleges and universities. Public school district statistics are
based on the District Report Card (20092010 school year) from the Arizona
Department of Education.
Browse through the Phoenix Relocation
Guide’s Education section for a listing of
schools, rankings and much more – and
welcome to Phoenix!

Each year, the mayor and Phoenix city
council direct $65,000 to the Phoenix
Youth and Education Commission to fund
the programs and activities that provide
constructive activities for teens.
The city has also planned Dropout
Education Summits through the national
America’s Promise Alliance organization,
working with national, state and local
organizations to encourage kids to stay in
school, pursue post-secondary education or
careers, and provide after-school activities.

HIGHER EDUCATION
Phoenix is also known for its higher
education opportunities. Area colleges and
universities include the Arizona State
University (in nearby Tempe), University of
Phoenix, Argosy University, Maricopa
Community Colleges/Phoenix College (plus
several other major campuses), Grand
Canyon University, Western International
University, and the internationally renowned
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PUBLIC
EDUCATION
A+ for

PHOENIX-AREA
SCHOOL DISTRICTS

P

hoenix’s steady growth has an impact
on education – and the result is public
school districts of all sizes that have earned
strong reputations for both academic and
extracurricular programs. With 58 school
districts in three metropolitan Phoenix counties – Maricopa, Pinal and Yavapai – there
are plenty of educational options for those
relocating to the Phoenix area.
The following is an overview of school
districts in Phoenix and surrounding areas.
We’ve included a brief description of
each district, including number of students; number of schools by category
(where applicable); and coverage area
where available. Also, many districts
have their own Web site; if available,
those are also listed with each district’s
information. Statistics reflect data from the
latest year available (2009-2010). For
comprehensive information on each district, contact the Arizona Department of
Education, at 800-352-4558, 602-5425393 or visit www.azed.gov.

26

|

Agua Fria Union High School
District #216
Dr. Dennis Runyan, superintendent
750 E. Riley Dr
Avondale, AZ 85323
623-932-7000
www.aguafria.org
4 high schools
Established in 1955, the Agua Fria
school district serves 6,064 students in
grades 9-12 in the communities of
Litchfield, Goodyear, Avondale, Buckeye
and part of Glendale. A fifth high school
is scheduled pending final decision of the
Arizona School Facilities Board.
Aguila Elementary District #63
Donald German, superintendent
P.O. Box 218
Aguila, AZ 85320
928-685-2222
www.mcazschools.org
1 K-8 elementary school
The Aguila Elementary District serves 180
students in grades K-8.
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Alhambra Elementary
District #68
Dr. Karen E. Williams, superintendent
4510 N. 37th Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85019
602-336-2920
www.alhambraesd.org
5 primary schools (K-3), 4 elementary /
middle schools (K-8); 6 middle schools (4-8)
Founded in 1888, the Alhambra
Elementary District serves more than
14,000 students in 15 schools from
grades K-8.
Arlington Elementary
District #47
Chad Turner, superintendent
9410 S. 355th Ave
Arlington, AZ 85322
623-386-2031
www.arlingtonelem.org
1 elementary/middle school (K-8)
The Arlington Elementary District in
Maricopa County serves some 300 students in grades K-8.
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Avondale Elementary
District #44
Dr. Catherine Stafford, superintendent
235 W. Western Ave
Avondale, AZ 85323
623-772-5000
www.avondale.k12.az.us
8 K-8 schools; 1 alternative school
The Avondale Elementary District in
Maricopa County serves 6,094 students
in grades K-8.
Balsz Elementary
District #31
Dr. Jeffrey Smith, superintendent
4825 E. Roosevelt St
Phoenix, AZ 85008
602-629-6400
www.balsz.k12.az.us
2 elementary schools; 2 K-6 schools; 1
junior high prep academy
Founded in 1890, the Balsz Elementary
District in Maricopa County covers
seven square miles east of downtown
Phoenix and serves 3,499 students in
grades K-8.
Buckeye Elementary
District #33
Al Steen, superintendent
210 S. 6th St
Buckeye, AZ 85326
623-386-4487
besd.k12.az.us
6 elementary schools
The Buckeye Elementary District in
Maricopa County serves 4,457 students in grades K-8.
Buckeye Union High School
District #201
Beverly Hurley, superintendent
902 Eason Ave
Buckeye, AZ 85326
623-386-9701
www.buhsd.org
3 high schools; 1 academy/alternative school
The Buckeye Union High School
District in Maricopa County serves
3,150 students in grades 9-12.

Cartwright Elementary District #83
Michael Martinez, superintendent
3401 N. 67th Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85033
623-691-4000
www.csd83.org

16 elementary schools; 4 middle schools;
2 alternative schools
Founded in 1921, the Cartwright
Elementar y District in Maricopa
County serves 20,565 students in
grades K-8.

TESTING OUR STUDENTS
Tests are part of school life anywhere you live, and it’s no different in Arizona, where standardized testing to gauge student
progress is taken seriously to encourage student success.
According to the Arizona Department of Education, the statewide
educational assessment program includes the Arizona Instrument
to Measure Standards (AIMS) test, which is broken out into several tests, depending on grade level, and is designed to measure
each student’s progress in learning the Arizona Academic
Standards.
These particular standards define what students should know and
be able to do in reading, writing and mathematics through the
course of a student’s K-12 education, and are grouped into
Readiness (Kindergarten), Foundations (grades 1-3), Essentials
(grades 4-8), Proficiency (grades 9-12), and Distinction (9-12).
Students in grades 2 and 9 take the TerraNova, a national normreferenced assessment that covers language arts and mathematics. The AIMS test is a combination of AIMS and Terra Nova.
Students in grades 3-8 take the AIMS Dual Purpose Assessment
(AIMS DPA) test, which is a statewide assessment test that is both
standards-based – measuring a student’s knowledge against the
Arizona Academic Standards – and norm-referenced – which
means it compares student knowledge against other students
nationwide.
Beginning with the class of 2006, 10th grade students must pass
the AIMS High School (AIMS HS) test to graduate. Students in
grade 10 take the AIMS HS assessment and continue to test twice
a year in grades 11 and 12 until they have met or exceeded the
standard in each area tested, including reading, writing and
mathematics.
For more information about the AIMS test, include a
description of content, guidelines and sample tests, visit
www.ade.state.az.us/standards/aims.
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Cave Creek Unified District #93
Dr. Debbi C. Burdick, superintendent
P.O. Box 426
33606 N. 60th St
Cave Creek, AZ 85327
480-575-2000
www.ccusd93.org
5 elementary schools; 1 middle schools;
1 high school
The Cave Creek Unified District, which
includes the communities of Cave Creek,
Carefree, Maricopa County, North
Phoenix and Scottsdale, serves 5,898
students in grades K-12.
Chandler Unified District #80
Dr. Camille Casteel, superintendent
1525 W. Frye Rd
Chandler, AZ 85224
480-812-7000
www.chandler.k12.az.us
29 elementary schools; 5 junior high
schools; 4 high schools; 2 alternative schools
The Chandler Unified District, located in
the southeastern part of the Phoenix metropolitan area, serves 35,500 students in
grades K-12.
Creighton Elementary District #14
Dr. Charlotte Boyle, superintendent
2702 E. Flower St
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-381-6000
www.creightonschools.org
9 Pre-K-8 elementary and middle schools
Founded in 1884, the Creighton
Unified District, located in Maricopa
County, serves 7,745 students in
grades Pre-K-8.

One of the largest school districts in Arizona,
the Deer Valley Unified District covers 367
square miles and serves 37,000 students in
grades K-12 in Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria,
Anthem, New River, Cave Creek and unincorporated areas of Maricopa County.
Dysart Unified District #89
Gail Pletnick, superintendent
15802 N. Parkview Pl
Surprise, AZ 85374
623-876-7000
www.dysart.org
20 elementary schools; 1 alternative program campus; 3 high schools
The Dysart Unified District covers 140 square
miles and serves 24,000 students in grades
K-12 in part of El Mirage, Glendale,
Surprise, Youngtown and Maricopa County
in the Northwest Valley.
East Valley Institute of
Technology District #401
Dr. Sally Downey, superintendent
1601 W. Main St
Mesa, AZ 85201
480-461-4101
www.evit.com
1 high school (10-12); 12 buildings, plus
evening adult education
EVIT is a public school district that serves
students from 10 East Valley school districts, including Apache Junction,
Chandler, Fountain Hills, Gilbert, Mesa,
Queen Creek, Scottsdale, Tempe, Higley
and J.O. Combs. Students spend half
their day at EVIT and the other half at their

Deer Valley Unified School District #97
Dr. John Kriekard, superintendent
20402 N. 15th Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85027
623-445-5000
www.dvusd.org
16 K-6 elementary schools; 12 K-8 elementary/ middle schools; three 7-8 middle schools; five 9-12 high schools; 1
alternative school; 1 virtual high school; 1
international honors program
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regular high school, earning elective credit in 35 occupation-specific programs.
Fountain Hills Unified District #98
Bill Myhr, superintendent
16000 E. Palisades Blvd
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
480-664-5000
www.fhusd.org
1 Pre-K-2 elementary school; one elementary school (3-5); 1 middle school (6-8);
1 high school (9-12)
The Fountain Hills Unified District, located just
east of Scottsdale and west of the McDowell
Mountains, covers 19 square miles and
serves about 2,500 students in grades K-12
from the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation and
surrounding communities.
Fowler Elementary District #45
Marvene Lobato, superintendent
1617 S. 67th Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85043
623-707-4500
www.fesd.org
5 elementary schools (including 1 Pre-K/
childcare center); 2 middle schools
The Fowler Elementary District, located in
Maricopa County, serves 4,426 students
in grades K-8.
Gila Bend Unified District #24
James Mosley, superintendent
308 N. Martin Avenue
Gila Bend, AZ 85337
928-683-2225
www.gilabendusd.org
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1 elementary school (K-8); 1 high school (9-12)
Founded in 1887, the Gila Bend Unified
District, located in Maricopa County,
serves 486 students in grades K-12.
Gilbert Unified District #41
Dr. Dave Allison, superintendent
140 S. Gilbert Rd
Gilbert, AZ 85296
480-497-3300
www.gilbertschools.net
1 preschool; 26 elementary schools; 6 junior high schools; 4 high schools; 3 academies; 1 alternative education campus
The Gilbert Unified District had 27
“Excelling”-ranked schools in 2008 and
serves more than 39,000 students in
grades K-12.
Glendale Elementary District #40
Joseph Quintana, superintendent
7301 N. 58th Ave
Glendale, AZ 85301
623-237-7100
www.gesd40.org
1 preschool; 26 elementary schools; 6 junior high schools; 4 high schools; 3 academies; 1 alternative education campus
The Gilbert Unified District had 27
“Excelling”-ranked schools in 2008 and
serves 14,237 students in grades K-8.
Glendale Union High School
District #205
Dr. Jennifer Johnson, superintendent
7650 N. 43rd Ave
Glendale, AZ 85301
623-435-6000
www.guhsdaz.org
9 high schools (9-12)
Founded in 1911, the Glendale Union
High School District encompasses 60
square miles and serves 14,500 students
from Phoenix and Glendale.
Higley Unified District #60
Dr. Denise Birdwell, superintendent
2935 S. Recker Rd
Gilbert, AZ 85297
480-279-7000
www.husd.org

7 elementary schools; 1 elementary/
middle school; 2 high schools
The Higley Unified District, located in
Maricopa County, serves some 9,500
students in grades K-12.
Isaac Elementary District #5
Carlos Bejarano, superintendent
3348 W. McDowell Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85009
602-455-6700
www.isaacschools.org
7 elementary schools (one K-3, one K-4,
five K-5); 2 elementary/middle schools (K8); 3 middle schools (one 5-8, two 6-8)
The Isaac Elementary District, which
covers 6.8 square miles in Maricopa
County, serves about 9,200 students in
grades K-8.
Kyrene Elementary District #28
Dr. David K. Schauer, superintendent
8700 S. Kyrene Rd
Tempe, AZ 85284
480-783-4000
www.kyrene.org
19 elementary schools; 6 middle schools
Founded in 1888, the Kyrene Elementary
District serves 18,239 students in grades K8 from the cities of Tempe, Guadalupe,
Phoenix and Chandler, as well as students
from the Gila River Indian Reservation.

Laveen Elementary
District #59
Dr. Ron Dickson, superintendent
9401 S. 51st Ave
Laveen, AZ 85339
602-237-9100
www.laveeneld.org
five K-8 elementary/middle schools;
1 traditional school
The Laveen Elementary District, located in the
southwest portion of Phoenix between the
South Mountain Range and the Estrella
Mountains in Maricopa County, serves some
4,700 students in grades K-8.
Liberty Elementary District #25
Dr. Andy Rogers, superintendent
19871 W. Fremont Rd
Buckeye, AZ 85326
623-474-6600
www.liberty.k12.az.us
5 elementary schools
The Liberty Elementary District, located in
Maricopa County, serves 3,246 students
in grades K-8.
Litchfield Elementary District #79
Dr. Julianne Lein, superintendent
553 Plaza Circle
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340
623-535-6000
www.lesd.k12.az.us
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8 elementary schools; 3 middle schools;
1 learning center
The Litchfield Elementary District, located
in Maricopa County, serves 9,600 students in grades K-8.

“choice” programs/schools (including early
learning and Head Start programs)
The Mesa Unified District, one of the
state’s largest, serves some 74,000 students in grades Pre-K-12.

Littleton Elementary District #65
Dr. Roger Freeman, superintendent
1252 S. Avondale Blvd
Avondale, AZ 85323
623-478-5600
www.littletonaz.org
Six K-8 elementary schools
Founded more than 100 years ago, the
Littleton Elementary District, located in
Maricopa County, serves nearly 5,000
students in grades K-8.

Mobile Elementary District #86
Dr. Kit Wood, superintendent
42798 S. 99th Ave
Maricopa, AZ 85239
520-568-3947
www.mcazschools.org
1 elementary/middle school
The Mobile Elementary District is a rural
school district that serves 31 students in
grades K-8.

Madison Elementary District #38
Tim Ham, superintendent
5601 N. 16th St
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-664-7900
www.msd38.org
5 elementary schools (including 1 Pre-K/
childcare center); 2 middle schools
The Madison Elementary District, located
in Maricopa County, serves 5,300 students in grades K-8.
Maricopa County Regional School
District #509
Ernest Rose, superintendent
358 North Fifth Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85003
602-452-4700
www.mcrsd.org
1 middle/high school (6-12); 1 regional learning center (9-12); 2 alternative schools (3-12)
The Maricopa County Regional School
District serves nearly 1,000 students.
Mesa Unified District #4
(Mesa Public Schools)
Michael Cowan, superintendent
63 E. Main St No 101
Mesa, AZ 85201
480-472-0000
www2.mpsaz.org
58 elementary schools; 13 junior high schools;
7 senior high schools; 9 focus schools; and 13
30
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Morristown Elementary District #75
Lucille Thompson, superintendent
25950 Rockaway Hills Dr
Morristown, AZ 85342
623-388-2336
www.ourteacherspage.com/morristown
1 elementary/middle school
The Morristown Elementary District serves
142 students in grades K-8.
Murphy Elementary District #21
Kathy Granillo-Beebe, superintendent
2615 W. Buckeye Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85009
602-353-5000
www.msdaz.org
4 elementary/middle schools
Founded in 1886, the Murphy
Elementary District, located in Maricopa
County, serves 2,910 students in grades
K-8 in 2008.
Nadaburg Unified School District #81
Gregory J. Riccio, Ph. D., superintendent
32919 Center St
Wittman, AZ 85361
623-388-2321
www.nadaburgsd.org
4 elementary/middle schools
Located about 35 miles from downtown
Phoenix, the Nadaburg Unified District
serves 832 students in grades K-12 from
the rural community of Wittman and parts
of northwest Surprise and Peoria.
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Osborn Elementary District #8
Dr. Wilma Basnett, superintendent
1226 W. Osborn Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85013
602-707-2000
www.osbornnet.org
1 K-3 elementary school; three K-6 elementary schools; one 4-6 elementary
school; one 7-8 middle school;
Originally founded in 1879 to serve students from Tonto Basin, the Osborn
Elementary District serves 3,295 students
in grades K-8.
Palo Verde Elementary District #49
Robin Berry, superintendent
10700 S. Palo Verde Rd
Palo Verde, AZ 85343
623-327-3690
www.paloverdeschools.org
1 K-8 elementary/middle school
The Palo Verde Elementary District, located about 50 miles west of Phoenix,
serves 412 students in grades K-8.
Paloma Elementary District #94
Don Coleman, superintendent
38739 U.S. Highway 85 (I 8)
Gila Bend, AZ 85337
928-683-2588
www.palomaesd.org
1 K-8 elementary/middle school
The Paloma Elementary District, a rural
district in Maricopa County, serves 71
students in grades K-8.
Paradise Valley Unified
District #69
Dr. James Lee, superintendent
15002 N. 32nd St
Phoenix, AZ 85032
602-449-2000
www.pvschools.net
31 elementary schools; 8 middle schools;
5 high schools; several alternative/choice programs
The fourth-largest district in Arizona, the
Paradise Valley Unified District, located
across 98 square miles of northeast metropolitan Phoenix, serves some 36,000
students in grades K-12.
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Pendergast Elementary District #92
Dr. Ron Richards, superintendent
3802 N. 91st Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85037
623-772-2200
www.pesd92.org
1 primary school; 12 elementary schools;
1 intermediate school
The Pendergast Elementary District, is

located in Maricopa County, serves
13,000 students in grades K-8 in 2008.
Peoria Unified District #11
Dr. Denton Santarelli, superintendent
6330 W. Thunderbird Rd
Glendale, AZ 85306
623-486-6000
www.peoriaud.k12.az.us

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS
According to the Arizona Department of Education, parents need
the following information to enroll children in Arizona schools:
Proof of Residency
Families must provide two proofs of residency to establish residence in a designated school attendance area, the district’s
boundaries or the state. These can include:
•

Motor vehicle registration

•

Rent or mortgage payment receipt

•

Employer letter on letterhead

•

Utility bill

•

Property tax bill

•

Lease agreement

•

Tax return

•

Bank account, paycheck, credit card bill, etc.

•

Driver’s license or State ID

Proof of Age
Arizona students must be 5 years old before September 1 of the
current school year for kindergarten, and 6 years old before
September 1 to enter first grade. Proof of age can include:
•

A certified copy of the child’s birth certificate.

•

Other reliable proof of the student’s identity and age
(must include birth date), including the student’s baptismal certificate, passport, a stamped application for a
Social Security number, I94 with Federal stamp stating
refugee status, or original school registration records,
and an affidavit explaining the inability to provide the
birth certificate.

Immunization Forms
Arizona state law requires school districts to show proof that
every student through 12th grade has had immunizations, or is
exempt from required immunization. Contact your school district
for information on which immunizations they require.

30 elementary schools; 8 high schools
The Peoria Unified District, located in the
Phoenix suburb of Glendale, served nearly 39,000 students in grades K-12.
Phoenix Elementary District #1
Myriam Roa, superintendent
1817 N. 7th St
Phoenix, AZ 85006
602-257-3755
www.phxelem.k12.az.us
16 elementary/middle schools
The Phoenix Elementary District in
Maricopa County serves nearly 9,000
students in grades K-8.
Phoenix Union High School
District #210
Kent Scribner, superintendent
4502 N. Central Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85012
602-764-1100
www.phxhs.k12.az.us
11 comprehensive high schools; 3 alternative schools; 3 small schools
The Phoenix Union High School District
serves 26,000 students in grades K-12.
Queen Creek Unified
District #95
Dr. James Murlless, superintendent
20740 S. Ellsworth Rd
Queen Creek, AZ 85242
480-987-5935
www.qcusd.org
4 elementary schools; 2 middle schools;
1 high school
The Queen Creek Unified District, located
in Maricopa County, served 5,130 students in grades K-12.
Riverside Elementary District #2
Dr. Jaime Rivera, superintendent
1414 S. 51st Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85043
602-477-8900
www.resdonline.org
2 elementary schools
The Riverside Elementary District, located
west of the Phoenix metro area, serves
900 students in grades K-8.
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Roosevelt Elementary District #66
Mary Beyda, superintendent
6000 S. 7th St
Phoenix, AZ 85042
602-243-4800
www.rsd.k12.az.us
21 elementary, middle and alternative schools
Founded in 1912 and located in South
Mountain Village near downtown
Phoenix, the Roosevelt Elementary District
serves 13,000 students in grades K-8.

Saddle Mountain Unified
District #90
Dr. Mark Joraanstad, superintendent
38201 W. Indian School Rd
Tonopah, AZ 85354
623-474-5100
www.smusd90.org
3 elementary schools; 1 high school
The Saddle Mountain Unified District
serves some 1,600 students in grades
K-12.

ACCOUNTABILITY:
SCHOOL and DISTRICT RATINGS
As far as school performance ratings for elementary and secondary education, schools in Arizona are rated according to the
Arizona LEARNS rating/achievement profiles.
These ratings are determined by student performance on the
AIMS test, adequate yearly progress (AYP) as defined by the federally mandated No Child Left Behind Act, and the state’s measure of academic progress (MAP). Achievement profile categories
include:
Excelling: Grades K-8: 90% of pupils achieved one year of academic progress in all subject areas of the Arizona measure of
academic progress, and 90 percent passed all subject areas of
the AIMS test. Grades 9-12: 90% of pupils passed all subject
areas of the AIMS test, the dropout rate is no more than 6 percent
and the school’s graduation rate is at least 90 percent.
Highly Performing: Exceeds state performance and state progress
goals.
Performing Plus: Informal recognition of schools that have “shown
improvement or have sufficient students demonstrating proficiency to earn a Highly Performing or Excelling profile, but do not
have a sufficient number of students exceeding the standard.”
Performing: Meets state performance goals, and needs to meet
state progress goals.
Underperforming: Needs to meet state performance and state
progress goals.
Failing: Fails to meet academic standards.
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Scottsdale Unified School
District #48
Dr. Gary T. Catalani, superintendent
3811 N. 44th St
Phoenix, AZ 85018
480-484-6100
www.susd.org
20 elementary schools; 7 middle schools;
5 high schools; 1 alternative school
Founded in 1886, the Scottsdale Unified
School District served 26,604 students in
grades K-12 in most of Scottsdale and
Paradise Valley, as well as parts of
Phoenix and Tempe.
Sentinel Elementary District #71
Christopher Maynes, superintendent
53802 W. US Hwy 80
Sentinel, AZ 85333
928-454-2474
www.sentinelesd.org
1 elementary/middle school
The rural Sentinel Elementary District
serves 39 students in grades K-8.
Tempe Elementary District #3
Dr. Arthur W. Tate, Jr., superintendent
3205 S. Rural Rd
Tempe, AZ 85282
480-730-7100
www.tempeschools.org
18 elementary schools (K-5); 4 middle
schools (6-8); Intervention Program middle
schools (6-8); and a K-8 traditional school
The Tempe Elementary School District covers 36 square miles – including Tempe,
parts of Phoenix and the town of
Guadalupe – and serves 13,249 students in grades K-8.
Tempe Union High School
District #213
Steve Adolph, superintendent
500 W. Guadalupe Rd
Tempe, AZ 85283
480-839-0292
www.tuhsd.k12.az.us
6 comprehensive high schools; 1 alternative
high school; 1 academy for gifted students
The Tempe Union High School District
covers 162 square miles – including the
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cities of Tempe, Guadalupe, the Gila
River Indian community, the Ahwatukee
Foothills area of Phoenix and parts of
Chandler – and serves 13,400 students
in grades K-8.
Tolleson Elementary
District #17
Lupita Hightower, assistant superintendent
9261 W. Van Buren
Tolleson, AZ 85353
623-936-9740
www.tollesonschools.org
4 elementary/middle schools
Organized in 1923, the Tolleson
Elementary District is located about 10
miles west of downtown Phoenix, and
serves 2,866 students in grades K-8 from
Tolleson, parts of southwest Phoenix and
the northeast section of the city of
Avondale.
Tolleson Union High School
District #214
Dr. Margo Olivares-Seck,
interim superintendent
9801 W. Van Buren St
Tolleson, AZ 85353
623-478-4000
www.tuhsd.org
5 high schools; a sixth high school is
expected to open in 2010
The Tolleson Union High School District,
founded in 1914, covers just over 10
square miles and serves some 9,000 students in grades 9-12.
Union Elementary
District #62
Dr. Pat Gillespie, superintendent
3834 S. 91st Ave
Tolleson, AZ 85353
623-478-5005
www.uesd.org
1 elementary school (K-5); 1 middle
school (6-8); 1 K-7 school
The Union Elementary District, also in
Tolleson and located about 25 miles
west of downtown Phoenix, served
1,800 students in grades K-8 in
2008.

Washington Elementary School
District #6
Dr. Susan Cook, superintendent
4650 W. Sweetwater Ave
Glendale, AZ 85304
602-347-2802
www.wesdschools.org
19 K-6 elementary schools; two K-5 elementary schools; six K-8 elementary/middle schools; one 6-8 middle
school; 4 middle/junior high schools
The Washington Elementary School
District, the largest elementary district in
Arizona, served more than 25,000 students in grades K-8.

Wickenburg Unified
District #9
Howard C. Carlson, superintendent
40 W. Yavapai St
Wickenburg, AZ 85390
928-668-5350
www.wickenburgschools.org
2 elementary schools (K-5); 1 middle
school (6-8); 1 high school (9-12); 1
alternative high school (9-12)
The Wickenburg Unified District, located
in northwest Maricopa County about 50
miles west of Phoenix in the Hassayampa
River Valley, served 1,479 students in
grades K-8.

West MEC #402
Gregory J. Donovan, superintendent
4949 W. Indian School
Phoenix, AZ 85031
623-873-1860
www.west-mec.org
Formed in 2003 to enhance career and
technical education (CTE) opportunities
for high school students, the West-MEC
(Maricopa Education Center) is a public
school district that has partnerships with
12 school districts in Maricopa County.
The district has served more than 21,000
students in 39 high schools that enroll in
CTE courses at West-MEC.

Wilson Elementary
District #7
Antonio Sanchez, superintendent
3025 E. Fillmore St
Phoenix, AZ 85008
602-681-2200
www.wsd.k12.az.us
1 Head Start school; 1 primary school (K3); 1 elementary/middle school (4-8)
The Wilson Elementary District served
1,311 students in grades K-8.

Sources: Arizona Department of
Education, CCSSO, District Web sites
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contact information, most current enrollment figures and Web site, if available:
All Saints Episcopal Day School
6300 N. Central Ave., 85012
602-274-4866
www.aseds.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 502
Brophy College Prep
4701 N. Central Ave., 85012
602-234-1669
www.brophyprep.org
Grades 9-12; 2010 enrollment 1,280

PRIVATE
SCHOOLS
SOMETHING
for EVERYONE

A

s in all progressive cities, education
is important to the people who live in
them – and Phoenix is no exception.
Along with top colleges, universities, public,
trade and specialty schools, The Valley of
the Sun is home to more than 200 private
schools with enrollment ranging from pre-K
through 12th grade, as well as an active
home school community.
The Diocese of Phoenix Catholic Schools
also provides a comprehensive resource
for the more than 40 Catholic schools in
the Phoenix area, with grade levels rang-
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ing from preschool to high school. For
more information, call 602-354-2345, or
visit www.catholicschoolsphx.com. The
main office is located at 400 East
Monroe Street; Phoenix, AZ; 85004.
For additional information and a complete listing of all private schools in the
Phoenix metropolitan area, visit the
Arizona Private Schools Report website at:
http://arizona.privateschoolsreport.com/s
chools/AZ/Phoenix.html.
The following is a listing of the 30 largest
private schools in the Phoenix area with
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Christ Lutheran School
3901 E. Indian School Rd., 85018
602-957-7010
www.clsphx.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 501
Christ the Redeemer Lutheran School
8801 N. 43rd Ave., 85051
623-934-5896
www.ctrlutheran.org
Grades Pre-K-5; 2010 enrollment 223
Grace Community Christian School
1200 E. Southern Ave., Tempe 85282
480-966-5022
www.gccsaz.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment about 400
Joy Christian School
21000 N. 75th Ave., Glendale 85308
623-561-2000
www.joyschool.org
Grades PK-12; 2010 enrollment 501
Latch School/ACCEL
8145 N. 27th Ave., 85051
602-995-7366
www.accel.org
Combined elementary & secondary special
education school; 2010 enrollment 223
Most Holy Trinity Catholic School
535 E. Alice Ave., 85020
602-943-9058
www.mht.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 301
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New Vistas Academy
670 N. Arizona Ave., Chandler 85225
480-963-2313
www.newvistasaz.com
Grades Pre-K-6; 2010 enrollment 460

Scottsdale Christian Academy
14400 N. Tatum Blvd., 85032
602-992-5100
www.scottsdalechristian.org
Grades PK-12, 2010 enrollment 1,220

St. Mary’s High School
2525 N. Third St., 85004
602-251-2500
www.smknights.org
Grades 9-12; 2010 enrollment 834

Northwest Christian School
16401 N. 43rd Ave., 85053
602-978-5134
www.NorthwestChristianSchool.org
Grades PK-12; 2010 enrollment 1,400

Seton Catholic High School
1150 N. Dobson Rd., Chandler 85224
480-963-1900
www.setoncatholic.org
Grades 9-12; 2010 enrollment 600

St. Theresa Catholic School
5001 E. Thomas Rd., 85018
602-840-0010
www.StTheresaPhx.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 572

Notre Dame Preparatory High School
9701 E. Bell Rd., Scottsdale, 85260
480-634-8200
www.notredamepreparatory.org
Grades 9-12; 2010 enrollment 925

Ss. Simon & Jude School
6351 N. 27th Ave., 85017
602-242-1299
www.simonjudeschool.org/
SSJSCHOOL/Home.html
Grades K-8; 2010 enrollment 541

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School
4510 N. 24th St., 85016
602-954-9088
www.staphx.org
Grades K-8; 2010 enrollment 626
St. Vincent de Paul Elementary School
3130 N. 51st Ave., 85031
623-247-8595
www.svdpschool.org
Grades Pre- K-8; 2010 enrollment 331

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School
5614 W. Orangewood Ave., Glendale
85301
623-939-9785
www.olph.com
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 461

St. Agnes Catholic School
2311 E. Palm Ln., 85006
602-244-1451
www.stagnesphx.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 288

Paradise Valley Christian Preparatory
11875 N. 24th St., 85028
602-992-8140
www.paradisevalleychristian.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 460

St. Francis Xavier School
4715 N. Central Ave., 85012
602-266-5364
www.sfxphx.org
Grades K-8; 2010 enrollment 551

Tesseract School
4800 E. Doubletree Ranch Rd.,
Paradise Valley 85253
480-991-1770
www.tesseractschool.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 317

Phoenix Christian Unified Schools
1751 W. Indian School Rd., 85015
www.phoenixchristian.org
602-265-4707
Grades PK-12; 2010 enrollment 900

St. Gregory Catholic School
3440 N. 18th Ave., 85015
602-266-9257
www.st-gregory.com
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 366

Valley Classical Christian Academy
7000 N Central, 85020
602-955-5959
www.valleyclassical.com
Grades K-8; 2010 enrollment 298

Phoenix Country Day School
3901 E. Stanford Dr., P
aradise Valley 85283
602-955-8200
http://community.pcds.org/NetCommu
nity/Page.aspx?pid=183
Grades PK-12; 2010 enrollment 725

St. Jerome School
10815 N. 35th Ave., 85021
602-942-5644
www.saintjerome.org
Grades Pre-K-8; 2010 enrollment 316

Xavier College Prep
4710 N. Fifth St., 85012
602-277-3772
www.xcp.org
Grades 9-12; 2010 enrollment 1173

Pope John XXIII Catholic
School Community
16235 N. 60th St., Scottsdale 85254
480-905-0939
www.popejohnxxiii.org
Grades K-8; 2010 enrollment 550

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ON PRIVATE SCHOOLS
For a complete list of all private schools in the Phoenix area,
visit the Arizona Private Schools Report website at
www.arizona.privateschoolsreport.com
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CHILD CARE

RESOURCES

A

nyone with children knows that finding a balance between working and raising kids is always challenging – and that
part of the balance usually includes some
type of childcare. Luckily, there are many
organizations and options that can help
families ease the burden of finding safe,
quality care for their children.
The Phoenix area has hundreds of childcare facilities, including nonprofit, church
and other community childcare centers;
private centers; company-sponsored childcare at work locations, plus nanny and au
pair services and agencies; babysitters;
in-home childcare; countless preschools;
group homes; and other options. Waiting
lists tend to be long at some centers, so it’s
important to make visiting facilities, narrowing down options and getting on waiting lists a priority.
Parents can get information on individual
childcare facilities – such as licensing and
other information – from the Arizona
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Department of Health Services’ Division
of Licensing Services – Office of Child
Care Licensing. Call 602-364-2539 in
Phoenix, or 800-615-8555, for more
information.
You’ll also find a Consumer Information page
on the division website for parents and caregivers about what the agency does, help
with childcare costs, how to enroll your child
in a program and much more. Visit
www.azdhs.gov/als/childcare/consumer.h
tm for more information.
Parents can also check for center or preschool accreditation by well-known
organizations such as the National
Association for the Education of Young
Children (www.naeyc.org - see listing
below).
The following is a list of local and national resources for childcare information,
plus tips for parents on how to choose the
right childcare for their children:
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Association for Supportive Child Care
3910 S. Rural Road, Suite E
Tempe, 85282
480-829-0500
800-535-4599
www.asccaz.org
The Association for Supportive Child
Care has provided a variety of services to
child care providers, families and children
since 1976 to enhance the quality of
care for children in Arizona. Services
include providing training and education
to the childcare field; supporting quality
childcare through accreditation programs; helping parents find childcare;
and offering support and training to those
who care for the children of family and
friends, among many other services for
parents and caregivers.
Child Care Aware
800-424-2246; TTY: 866-278-9428
www.childcareaware.org
A program of the National Association of
Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies
(NACCRRA; see listing below), Child
Care Aware is a national initiative to
“help parents find the best information on
locating quality child care and child care
resources in their community by connecting parents with the local agencies best
equipped to serve their needs.”
Arizona Child Care Resource and
Referral (CCR&R)
602-244-2678 (metro Phoenix)
520-325-5778 (Tucson)
800-308-9000
www.azchildcare.org
Funded by Arizona’s Department of
Economic Security – Child Care
Administration, Child Care Resource and
Referral (CCR&R) is a statewide program
that helps families find childcare via the
Association for Supportive Child Care and
Child & Family Resources, Inc. CCR&R
also provides training and resources for
childcare providers and information for the
community. The CCR&R phone service is
available Monday through Friday,
8:00am- 5:00 pm.
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Child and Family Resources, Inc.
700 W. Campbell, Suite 3
(Phoenix office)
Phoenix, 85013
602-234-3941
www.childfamilyresources.org
Founded in 1970, Child & Family
Resources, Inc. is a private, nonprofit, community-based organization whose mission
is to “improve the well being of Arizona’s
children and families through programs
that strengthen child care, youth and families.” Agency programs include Child Care
Resource & Referral; The Center for
Adolescent Parents where teen mothers
can earn their high school diploma or GED
while receiving free, on-site child care; and
KIDLINE (school age children can call a
free hotline for information and other inhome programs that teach parents better
coping skills). Headquartered in Tucson,
the agency provides services in Cochise,
Graham, Greenlee, La Paz, Mohave,
Pima, Santa Cruz, Graham, Maricopa
and Yuma counties.

National Association of
Child Care Resource &
Referral Agencies
(NACCRRA)
3101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 350
Arlington, VA 22201
703-341-4100
www.naccrra.org
NACCRRA is a national network of
more than 800 childcare resource and
referral centers (CCR&Rs) to ensure that
“families in every community have
access to high-quality, affordable
childcare.”
National Association for the
Education of Young Children
(NAEYC)
1313 L St. N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005
800-424-2460
www.naeyc.org
NAEYC is focused on “the quality of
educational and developmental services for all children from birth through

age 8,” including improving professional practice and working conditions
in early childhood education; supporting early childhood programs by working to achieve a high-quality system of
early childhood education; and building an organization of groups and
individuals who are committed to promoting excellence in early childhood
education for all young children.”
National Association of
Family Child Care
(NAFCC)
5202 Pinemont Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84123
800-359-3817
http://nafcc.net/
NACCRRA is a national organization
“dedicated to strengthening the profession of family child care by promoting
high quality, professional early care
and education and strengthening communities where providers live and
work.”
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HIGHER
EDUCATION
in PHOENIX

P

hoenix has a wealth of higher
education resources that provide plenty of
opportunity – whether you’re looking for
continuing education, customized training, a four-year or graduate degree program, or a technical school to learn valuable job skills.
Recent research comparing Arizona to
states of similar size found that Arizona
ranked second for average Arizona stu-

38
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dent test scores on the ACT college
entrance exam, and that Arizona is also
ranked No. 2 among states of similar size
for the number of bachelor’s degrees in
natural sciences and engineering.
More than 440,000 students are enrolled in
institutions of higher education in Phoenix,
which offers a variety of public and private
universities, and a nationally recognized network of community colleges.
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Arizona State University has several primary locations across the Phoenix metropolitan area (with its main campus in
nearby Tempe), and there are numerous
private colleges that offer associates,
bachelors and graduate degrees in many
different specialty areas.
See below for a listing of higher education
choices in the Phoenix area, including
address, phone, website, college informa-

3* education PHX 2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

12:33 PM

Page 39

E D U C AT I O N I N P H O E N I X

tion, degree programs/specialties, tuition
(if available), and enrollment (if available).
For more information about specific programs and fees, contact the college.
American Indian College
of the Assemblies of God
10020 N. 15th Avenue
Phoenix 85021
602-944-3335
www.aicag.edu
American Indian College (AIC) is “committed to the concept of education as
developmental growth, specifically spiritual, intellectual, social, and physical. The
Christian philosophy of learning is the
center of educational philosophy at AIC.
AIC offers Associate of Arts and Bachelor
of Arts degrees in Christian ministry, business and elementary education, and
served about 230 students in 2008.
Annual tuition and fees for 2010 were
about $17,000 for on-campus students
(including room & board, tuition, fees,
and estimated books), and about
$11,000 for off-campus students (including tuition, fees, and estimated books not
including room & board).
Anthem College
155 Indian School Road
Phoenix, 85014
602-279-9700
www.anthem.edu
Based in Phoenix, Anthem College is a
national group of schools and colleges
that offers “real-world training programs
in
healthcare,
technology,
visual
communication, accounting, management
and criminal justice,” as well as graduate
studies. The Phoenix campus offers training
in healthcare and technology.

Apollo College
8503 N. 27th Avenue, #A
Phoenix, 85051
2701 W. Bethany Home
Phoenix, 85017
602-864-1571
www.apollocollege.edu
Apollo College offers degree and
diploma programs in healthcare, dental
and veterinary career fields, and operates
nine campuses across the western United
States – including two in the Phoenix
area: Phoenix and Phoenix Westside.
Programs at the Phoenix campus include
dental assistant, fitness trainer, massage
therapy, medical administrative assistant,
medical assistant, pharmacy technician,
and veterinary assistant. Programs at the
Phoenix Westside campus include
medical billing and coding, medical lab
technician, medical radiography, nursing,
physical therapy technician, and
respiratory care. Tuition varies per
program.
Argosy University
2233 W. Dunlap Avenue, #150
Phoenix, 85021
602-216-2600
www.argosy.edu
Argosy University has 19 locations across
the U.S., offering undergraduate, graduate and postgraduate degrees.

The Phoenix location offers professional
certificates, programs and doctoral, master’s and bachelor’s degrees in the college
of psychology/behavioral sciences; college of education; college of business;
and college of health sciences.
Tuition is about $17,000 annually for fulltime, undergraduate, in-state, on-campus
students. In 2010, enrollment was just
over 600.
Arizona State University (ASU)
411 N. Central Avenue
(Downtown campus)
Phoenix, 85004
602-496-INFO
www.asu.edu
Arizona State University (ASU) is a “single, unified institution comprising four differentiated campuses positively impacting
the economic, social, cultural and environmental health of the communities it
serves,” with research that is “inspired by
real world application, blurring the
boundaries that traditionally separate
academic disciplines.”
ASU’s main campus is in Tempe, with several other campuses in the Phoenix metro
area, including a large downtown campus.
Academic offerings include more than 250
undergraduate and graduate programs,
plus a range of certificate programs.

Specific training programs in Phoenix
include medical assistant, CAD/drafting
technology, computer networking and
security, and electronics technology.
Tuition varies, depending on which
program a student chooses to enroll.
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As one of the largest U.S. universities,
ASU served more than 70,000 students
from all 50 states and more than 100
countries in 2010. Tuition and fees for a
full-time undergraduate student living on
campus and participating in a college
meal plan are about $18,000 annually.
Collins College
9630 N. 25th Avenue, #100 (Phoenix)
Phoenix, 85021
4750 South 44th Place
(Liberty Cotton Center)
Phoenix, 85040
602-997-2166
www.collinscollege.edu
A creative arts college with degree programs in film and video production,
game design, graphic design, interior
design, technology, and visual arts,
Collins College has locations in both
Phoenix and Tempe and serves about
2,000 students. Tuition and fees for fulltime, undergraduate students is about
$40,000 annually.
DeVry University
2149 W. Dunlap Ave. (Phoenix)
Phoenix, 85021
602-870-9222
www.phx.devry.edu

With three campuses in the Valley of the
Sun—Phoenix, Glendale and Messa—
DeVry University offers courses in business administration, computer information
systems, engineering, network and communications management, and management as well as professional graduate certificates in business, office management
and health information technology. As of
2010 its annual tuition and fees are
about $7,500.
Fortis College
555 N. 18th Street, #10
Phoenix, 85006
602-254-3099
www.fortis-college.net
Fortis college offers high education and
certifications in a variety of vocations
medical disciplines, including emergency
medicine; medical assisting, billing and
coding; dentristy and practical nursing.
Grand Canyon University
3300 W. Camelback Road
Phoenix, 85017
877-860-3951
www.gcu.edu
Founded in 1949, Grand Canyon
University is a small, private liberal arts
university offering a full range of liberal

arts and professional programs at the
bachelor’s level and master’s degree
level. Programs include online education,
online degree programs, campus-based
classes, MBA degree programs and an
Executive MBA. The private university
serves about 25,000 students, and tuition
and fees for full-time, undergraduate students are about $16,500 annually.
Lamson College
875 W. Elliot Road, Suite 206
Tempe, 85284
800-915-2194
www.lamsoncollege.com
Lamson College in nearby Tempe offers
specialized career training programs in
medical, business management, and
paralegal careers. Education programs
include an associate of applied science
degree in the paralegal field, as well as
diplomas for medical assistant, medical
billing and coding specialist, and surgical
technologist.
The career college served about 500 students in 2008, and tuition and fees for
full-time, undergraduate students are
about $16,000 annually.
Maricopa Community Colleges
One of the largest higher education systems
in the nation with 10 colleges and two skill
centers, the Maricopa Community Colleges
system – part of the Maricopa Community
College District – serves more than
250,000 students each year.
The district’s colleges offer approximately
1,000 occupational programs (degrees
and certificates), 37 academic associate
degrees, and 10,254 courses. The district is also the largest provider of health
care workers and job training in Arizona
– a major resource for business and industry, and for those looking for education
and job training.
Major campuses in the Phoenix area
include Chandler-Gilbert, Estrella Mountain,
GateWay, Glendale, Mesa, Paradise
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Valley, Phoenix, Rio Salado, Scottsdale,
and South Mountain. Fees for full-time students vary from school to school and
whether or not a student lives in the district;
cost is generally around $71 per credit
hour for a county resident.
Phoenix School of Law
4041 N. Central Ave., #100
Phoenix, 85012
602-682-6800
www.phoenixlaw.edu
The Phoenix School of Law is a private
law school located in Phoenix, Arizona.
Phoenix Law is the only private law school
in Arizona and the only one with both fulltime and part-time (day and evening) programs. On June 15, 2010, the school
announced it had received full accreditation from the American Bar Association.
With an enrollment of some 336 students, annual tuition and fees for a fulltime student run about $36,000.
Thunderbird School of
Global Management
1 Global Place
Glendale, 85306
602-978-7000
www.thunderbird.edu
Founded in 1946 and located just west
of Phoenix in the community of
Glendale, the Thunderbird School of
Global Management is the “first and
oldest graduate management school
focused exclusively on global business,”
with
operations
in
the
U.S.,
Switzerland, the Czech Republic,
Russia, Central and South America,
Singapore and China. The school has
been ranked No. 1 in international business by the Financial Times, U.S. News
& World Report, and The Wall Street
Journal/Harris Interactive 2007 Survey
of Corporate Recruiters.
Full-time programs include MBA in global
management, masters of science in global management, masters of arts in global
affairs and management, and masters of
global management (a dual degree pro-

gram and post-MBA studies), as well as a
range of part-time programs for working
professionals. Enrollment for all programs
in 2010 was 2,177, and total tuition
ranges around $44,855, but can vary
depending upon individual schedule and
electives.
University of Advanced Technology
2625 W. Baseline Road
Tempe, 85283
602-383-8228
www.uat.edu
Founded in 1983, UAT is a university
with multiple areas of study in technical
fields, while retaining liberal arts requirements in the Fine Arts and Humanities. It
purports a general education comparable
to typical universities, with specific
emphasis on how its specialized mission
integrates technology into its general education requirements. The institution offers
unique core classes (e.g., Information
Research Strategies, Technology and
Society, Project Management, Intellectual
Property Law), as well as all traditional
ones. Some 1,300 student attended UAT
in 2010, paying an annual undergraduate tuition of about $19,000.
University of Arizona College
of Medicine
550 E. Van Buren Street
Phoenix, 85004
602-827-2001
www.medicine.arizona.edu
The University of Arizona College of
Medicine Phoenix campus opened in
downtown Phoenix in 2006. It and its
sister campus in Tucson are the only MD
degree-granting college in the state.
The college offers full, four-year medical
education programs in Phoenix, as well
as at the University’s main campus in
Tucson.
The program graduated 48 first-year medical students in 2008 and is projected to
grow to 150 graduates/students per
year within the next five years.

University of Phoenix
4615 E. Elwood Street
Phoenix, 85040
866-766-0766
www.phoenix.edu
A nationally known college headquartered in Phoenix, the University of Phoenix
provides “campus locations, online
degree programs and flexible scheduling
for working adults.”
Offerings include more than 100
degree programs at the bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral levels in business
and management, communications,
criminal justice and security, education, general studies, nursing and
health care, human services, psychology and technology.
Fees for full-time students vary from school
to school and degree program; for the
business and management program, cost
ranges from $360 to $375 per credit for
a bachelor’s degree program to about
$490 per credit for a master’s degree
program.
Western International University
9215 N. Black Canyon Highway
Phoenix, 85021
602-943-2311
866-WIU-INFO (948-4636)
Western International University (WIU)
has five campuses in Arizona (Phoenix,
Scottsdale, Chandler, Peoria and Fort
Huachuca), international campuses in
China and India, and a virtual online
campus.
WIU offers associate, bachelor, and master degree programs, as well as a professional certificate in Accountancy, and
most students are “working adults who
thrive on the flexibility and convenience of
course schedules and locations.”
Enrollment in 2008 was about
13,000, and tuition for programs is
about $8,400 annually for in-district
students.
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Healthcare
Resources
here’s no doubt that Phoenix is a health-conscious city. With a storied history of a healing climate
that has long attracted residents and visitors alike, Arizona in general, and Phoenix in particular,
are known as healthy places to live.
Archived research from the University of Arizona shows the proliferation of health sanatoriums in brochures that advertised the “arid desert climate, higher elevations, and endless
sunshine.” While cures for many early diseases came from scientific research, the Southwest climate – and
particularly Arizona’s climate – gave “health-seekers a sense of relief and comfort.”
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That’s still the case today. In fact, Arizona
was ranked the “8th Greenest State” in
Business Facilities’ 2008 Ranking Report,
based on nine eco-related criteria including incentives for renewable energy and
energy efficiency, and pounds of pollution
released. And, four greater Phoenix
communities – Chandler, Scottsdale,
Peoria and Gilbert – are included in
CNN Money’s ranking of best small cities
to live.

beds when fully equipped. In total,
more than 500 beds and supporting
health services could be built on the 80acre site.

Healthcare also contributes significant
economic impact to the state: More than
73,000 of the state’s citizens work in
Arizona hospitals or health networks, and
every job at an Arizona hospital generates an additional 1.5 jobs in the state. In
fact, since 1990, Arizona hospital
employment growth has significantly outpaced the annual employment growth of
hospitals nationally.

The following includes a list of healthcare
resources in Phoenix to help you find a
doctor, hospital or immediate-care facility;
a list of public health and community
clinics; and a list of healthcare support
and hospice services.

Of course, there are also plenty of
resources in Phoenix to make sure you
stay healthy – or get well soon. Major
healthcare systems here include Banner
Health Systems – one of the area’s largest
employers with more than 17,000 staff;
Catholic Healthcare West, another large
employer that also operates the noted St.
Joe’s Hospital; and Scottsdale Health
Systems, which has several hospitals in
nearby Scottsdale.
Banner Health Systems’ Phoenix network
includes many area hospitals, including
Baywood, Banner Heart, Desert
Samaritan, Estrella, Good Samaritan,
Mesa
Lutheran,
Valley
Lutheran,
Thunderbird Samaritan and Regional
Medical Centers.
The system’s newest hospital, Banner
Ironwood Medical Center – located east
of Queen Creek at the corner of Gantzel
and Combs roads – opened Nov. 1,
2010. Banner Ironwood has 36 beds, a
full service Emergency room, four operating suites and supporting diagnostic
services and can accommodate up to 86

Phoenix’s Mayo Clinic Hospital – part of
the city’s Mayo Clinic – has been named
a “Top Hospital” for 2008 – one of only
33 hospitals in the U.S. to be awarded
that distinction by the acclaimed Leapfrog
Hospital Survey.

HOSPITALS & HEALTHCARE
RESOURCES
Arizona Heart Hospital
1930 E. Thomas Rd., Phoenix
602-532-1000
www.azhearthospital.com
Ranked #1 in Arizona for overall cardiac
care and vascular surgery, the Arizona
Heart Hospital is the area’s leading hospital
for the diagnosis and treatment of cardiovascular diseases.
Arizona State Hospital
2500 E. Van Buren, Phoenix
602-244-1331
www.azdhs.gov/azsh
Arizona State Hospital, which is publicly
funded and part of the Arizona
Department of Health Services (ADHS), is
the only long-term hospital in Arizona that
provides services for those with severe
mental illness.
Abrazo Healthcare –
Arrowhead Hospital
18701 N. 67th Ave., Glendale
623-561-1000
www.arrowheadhospital.com
Part of Abrazo Healthcare, Arrowhead
offers inpatient, 24-hour emergency,
ambulatory surgery, and outpatient services,
including orthopedics, maternity, pediatrics

and rehabilitation. The hospital also has a
Cardiac Cath Lab, Cardiac Rehab,
Surgery Center, a cancer program, and
the Wellness Connection program. A
recent 174,000 square-foot expansion
resulted in more than 100 new beds,
added the latest technology, and
increased staffing levels.
Banner – Baywood Medical Center
6644 E. Baywood Ave., Mesa
480-981-2000
www.bannerhealth.com
Baywood Medical Center is a nonprofit
hospital offering complete acute care
services, including stroke, orthopedics,
cancer, emergency, women’s health and
robotic surgery. The hospital also includes
the John J. Rhodes Rehabilitation Institute,
as well as a comprehensive joint replacement program.
Banner – Boswell Medical Center
10401 W. Thunderbird Blvd.
Sun City, AZ 85351
623-977-7211
www.bannerhealth.com
Nonprofit hospital offers programs in
heart services, orthopedics, stroke care,
cancer care and rehabilitation, as well as
community health services and education
programs.
Banner Children’s Hospital
1400 S. Dobson Road, Mesa
480-512-3000
www.bannerhealth.com
Located at Banner Desert Samaritan
Medical Center, Banner Children’s
Hospital “provides comprehensive pediatric care from general pediatrics and
intensive care to a dedicated pediatric
emergency department and specialized
services for specific childhood diseases.”
Banner – Del E. Webb Medical Center
14502 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West
623-214-4000
www.bannerhealth.com
A nonprofit hospital serving northwest
Valley residents, Del E. Webb Medical

W W W. P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E . C O M

|

43

4* healthcare PHX 2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

12:36 PM

Page 44

H E A LT H C A R E R E S O U R C E S
Center offers a 24-hour emergency,
comprehensive acute-care services,
cardiac care, stroke care, women’s health
and community health education/support
groups.
Banner – Desert Samaritan Medical Center
1400 S. Dobson Road, Mesa
602-239-4567
www.bannerhealth.com
Desert Samaritan offers 24-hour emergency,
women and infant care, heart care,
cancer care and; and pediatrics.
Banner – Estrella Medical Center
9201 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix
623-327-4000
www.bannerhealth.com
Banner Estrella is a 214-bed nonprofit
community hospital offering heart care,
general surgery, medical imaging,
orthopedic surgery, emergency services
and a comprehensive women and infants
services program.
Banner – Gateway Medical Center
Higley Road and US 60
1900 North Higley Rd., Gilbert
480-543-2000
www.bannerhealth.com

Banner Gateway Medical Center, which
opened in September 2007, is Banner
Health’s newest hospital, focusing on
obstetrics, pediatrics, general surgery,
emergency services and other services
according to community need. Banner
Gateway has 176 private rooms, eight
operating suites and a 37-bed
Emergency department.
Banner – Good Samaritan Medical Center
1111 E. McDowell Rd., Phoenix
602-239-2000
www.bannerhealth.com
Banner Good Samaritan, open since
1911, is a nonprofit community hospital
offering heart care, cancer care, trauma,
surgery, transplant services, and high-risk
obstetrics.
Banner Heart Hospital
6750 E. Baywood Ave., Mesa
480-854-5000
www.bannerhealth.com
Located on the campus of Banner’s Valley
Lutheran Medical Center, Banner Heart
Hospital is one of the largest freestanding
heart hospitals in the U.S., offering such
heart services as robotic heart surgery,
open heart surgery, diagnosis and rehab.

Banner – Thunderbird Medical Center
5555 W. Thunderbird Rd., Glendale
602-588-5555
www.bannerhealth.com
Thunderbird Samaritan is a nonprofit
acute care hospital offering a range of
services, including heart care, surgery
services, cancer care, orthopedics, pediatrics, critical care nursery, neurosurgery,
and a comprehensive women and infants
services program.
Catholic Healthcare West (CHW) –
St. Joseph’s Hospital & Medical Center
350 W. Thomas Rd., Phoenix
602-406-3000
www.ichosestjoes.com
St. Joseph’s is a “private, not-for-profit center of clinical excellence and education”
that houses Arizona’s only Level 1
Trauma Center and includes the internationally recognized Barrow Neurological
Institute. St. Joseph’s also includes
research facilities, cardiovascular services,
high-risk obstetrics, pediatrics and
rehabilitation programs, and a children’s
health center.
Catholic Healthcare West –
Chandler Regional Hospital
475 S. Dobson Rd., Chandler
480-821-3210
www.chandlerregional.com
A full-service hospital, Chandler
Regional Hospital has an Emergency
and Trauma II Center; Family Birth
Center; the East Valley Cancer Center;
Wound Healing and Hyperbaric
Oxygen Center; a Heart and Vascular
Center; and an expanded outpatient
imaging center. The hospital also offers
community education programs.
Catholic Healthcare West –
Mercy Gilbert Hospital
475 S. Dobson Rd., Chandler
480-821-3210
www.healthcareforgilbert.com
Opened in 2006, Mercy Gilbert is a fullservice medical center and acute care facility, offering an Emergency Department, a
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full range of surgical services, women’s
services, imaging (including MRI and CT
scans), cardiac services, and cancer/
oncology services.
John C. Lincoln Hospital - Deer Valley
19829 N. 27th Ave., Phoenix
623-879-6100
www.jcl.com
The Deer Valley location is a community
hospital with all private rooms, as well
as a 35-bed emergency department,
the Piper Pediatric Center for children’s
emergencies, Deep Vein Thrombosis
Center, a critical care unit, cardiac
care, Chest Pain Center, and diagnostic
imaging services.
John C. Lincoln Hospital North Mountain
250 E. Dunlap Ave., Phoenix
602-943-2381
www.jcl.com
North Mountain is a community hospital
with a 24-hour Level 1 trauma center
and emergency department, Birthing
Center, Breast Care Center, Sleep
Disorders Center, inpatient and outpatient surgery, cardiac care, outpatient
rehab ser vices, physical therapy,
oncology services and radiology/
digital imaging, and an extended care
center.
Maricopa Integrated Health System
2601 E. Roosevelt St., Phoenix
602-344-5011
www.mihs.org
The Maricopa Integrated Health System
includes Maricopa Medical Center, the
Arizona Burn Center, the Comprehensive
Healthcare Center, the McDowell
Healthcare Clinic, 10 community-oriented
family health centers, and an attendant
care program.
Maryvale Hospital –
Abrazo Health Care
5102 W. Campbell Ave., Phoenix
623-848-5000
www.maryvalehospital.com

Maryvale Hospital Medical Center, a
232-bed community hospital, has been
providing quality medical care for more
than 40 years in Phoenix. Hospital services
include the Center for Mother & Child,
emergency services, medical imaging
and surgery.
Mayo Clinic Hospital
5777 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix
480-515-6296 OR 800-446-2279
www.mayoclinic.org/mchospital-sct
The Mayo Clinic Hospital, opened in
1998 and expanded in 2006, is the first
hospital planned, designed and built by
Mayo Clinic. The hospital has 244
licensed beds with 18 operating rooms,
full-service urgent care/ emergency room,
transplant center, diagnostic radiology,
neurodiagnostics, non-invasive cardiac
diagnostics, cardiac catheterization,
pulmonary testing and full-service clinical
laboratory.
Mountain Vista Medical Center –
Iasis Healthcare
1301 S. Crimson Rd., Mesa
480-358-6100
www.mvmedicalcenter.com
Mountain Vista Medical Center is a 178bed, state-of-the-art hospital located in
east Mesa, Arizona, offering comprehensive healthcare services, including emergency care, heart care, advanced
surgical procedures, weight loss surgery

(bariatric surgery), orthopedics, breast
care, maternity care, women’s services,
and help for a broad range of medical
conditions.
Paradise Valley Hospital –
Abrazo Health Care
3929 E. Bell Rd., Phoenix
602-923-5000
www.paradisevalleyhospital.com
Paradise Valley Hospital services focus on
“the treatment of existing conditions and
on preventative medicine for the entire
family and range from state-of-the-art
emergency care to women’s and senior
services.” Specialty centers include the
Wound Care and Hyperbaric Medicine
Center and Orthopedic Center. The hospital is undergoing a $50 million expansion and renovation project to add private
rooms, new operating suites, additional
ICU and Labor/Delivery rooms, new
cafeteria and educational classrooms, a
parking structure, and a new main hospital
entrance and lobby.
Phoenix Baptist Hospital –
Abrazo Healthcare
2000 W. Bethany Home Rd., Phoenix
602-249-0212
www.phoenixbaptisthospital.com
Phoenix Baptist is an acute care teaching
hospital facility that includes a cardiac
care center, endoscopic services, ear,
nose and throat services, neurology,
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oncology, orthopedic, joint replacement,
podiatry, a family medicine center, radiology, diagnostic imaging, inpatient and
outpatient surgical services, rehabilitation
and therapy, and a critical care unit.
Phoenix Children’s Hospital
1919 E. Thomas Rd., Phoenix
602-546-1000
www.phoenixchildrenshospital.com
Phoenix Children’s is the only hospital in
Arizona just for kids, providing most of the
pediatric care in the state. The hospital
recently opened a 22-acre, all-pediatric
campus in Phoenix, and it is now one of
the 10-largest children’s hospitals in the
U.S. Phoenix Children’s is also a regional
referral center for children with highly
specialized or life-threatening conditions.
Phoenix Memorial Hospital –
Promise Healthcare
1201 S. 7th Ave., Phoenix
602-716-5000
www.promise-phoenix.com
Promise Hospital of Phoenix is a LongTerm Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) specializing in the medical management of
patients with complex, unresolved, acute,
chronic, or catastrophic illnesses, as well
as multi-system disease processes. Promise
Hospital of Phoenix relocated to
Phoenix Memorial Healthcare Center
Campus in June 2007, and Promise
Healthcare, Inc., a Boca Raton-based
corporation that owns and manages
hospitals throughout the country, owns
the hospital.
St. Luke’s Medical Center –
Iasis Healthcare
1800 E. Van Buren St., Phoenix
602-251-8100
www.stlukesmedcenter.com
St. Luke’s Medical Center is a 235-bed
hospital offering comprehensive healthcare services, including emergency care,
heart care, advanced surgical procedures, diagnostic imaging, orthopedic
care, rehabilitation services, and help for
a broad range of medical conditions.
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Scottsdale Healthcare - Osborn
7400 E. Osborn Rd., Scottsdale
480-882-4000
www.shc.org
Scottsdale Healthcare Osborn is a 305bed, full-service hospital, “noted for its
trauma, cardiovascular medicine, radiologic technology, neurosurgery and orthopedics.” The hospital’s expanded,
55,000 sq. ft. Emergency Department
and Level 1 Trauma Center opened in
September 2004. The Osborn campus is
also home to the Greenbaum Surgery
Center, Novalis Shaped Beam Surgery
Center, Scottsdale Healthcare Wound
Management Program, and Family
Practice Residency Program.
Scottsdale Healthcare - Shea
9003 E. Shea Blvd., Scottsdale
480-323-3000
www.shc.org
Scottsdale Healthcare Shea is a 343bed full-service hospital providing medical/surgical, critical care, obstetrics,
pediatrics, surgery, cardiovascular and
oncology services, as well as the Sleep
Disorder Center. The Emergency
Department is a Level II Trauma Center,
and the Radiology Department offers
state-of-the-art diagnostic equipment,
including MRI, PET/CT scanning,
nuclear medicine, and ultrasound. Also
located on the campus are the Piper
Surgery Center, Virginia G. Piper
Cancer Center, and several medical
office plazas.
Scottsdale Healthcare –
Thompson Peak
7400 E. Thompson Peak Pkwy., Scottsdale
480-324-7000
www.shc.org
Opened in 2007, Scottsdale Healthcare
Thompson Peak is a full-service general
hospital with 24-hour emergency rooms,
outpatient and inpatient surgical centers,
fully-equipped obstetric units and home
health care services, oncology, cardiology,
diabetes, radiology, sleep disorder services
and geriatrics.
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Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital –
Iasis Healthcare
1500 S. Mill Ave., Tempe
480-784-5500
www.tempestlukeshospital.com
A campus of St. Luke’s main Phoenix
location, Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital offers
comprehensive healthcare services,
including emergency care, orthopedic
care, advanced surgical procedures,
diagnostic imaging, maternity care and
women’s services.
West Valley Hospital –
Abrazo Health Care
13677 W. McDowell Rd., Goodyear
623-882-1500
West Valley is an acute care hospital;
services include the latest technology for
diagnosis and treatment, state of the art
obstetrics and women’s health needs, a
full service emergency department, a surgery
center including cardiac care and full
service radiology, lab and cardiology.

NON-EMERGENCY CARE
FACILITIES
The following resources provide nonemergency, outpatient care. Call ahead
for hours and locations.
Banner Arizona Medical Clinic
www.bannerhealth.com
Banner Health operates walk-in clinics in
the Phoenix area, including several that
offer same-day care.
Sun City Campus, Peoria
623-876-3800
Plaza Town Center Campus, Peoria
623-876-3800
Sun City West Campus, Sun City West
623-876-3800
Sunrise Terrace, Peoria
623-561-4532
Thunderbird Professional
Building, Peoria
623-876-3800
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StatClinix
www.statclinix.com
StatClinix is an Arizona-based “urgent
care and rehabilitation provider that
specializes in treating illnesses and
injuries that are not life threatening, but
require prompt attention.”
Ahwatukee (Ray Rd., West of I-10)
602-714-7084
Mesa (Gilbert & Brown)
602-639-4173
Northsight
(Frank Lloyd Wright & Loop 101)
602-903-5354
Show Low (E. Deuce of Clubs)
928-251-4548
Payson (E. Highway 260)
928-478-8708
Good Night Pediatrics
www.goodnightpeds.com
Good Night Pediatrics offers parents an
urgent-care alternative to hospital emergency rooms. Four Valley locations are
open from 5 p.m. to 5 a.m. every night,
including holidays. Pediatricians examine
newborns to 18-year-olds for non-lifethreatening illnesses and injuries.
Southwest Valley/Avondale
623-643-9233
South Mountain/Phoenix
602-824-4228
East Valley/Gilbert
480-813-9600
Northwest Valley/
Arrowhead – Peoria
623-241-9026
NextCare Urgent Care
Various locations
888-306-5311
www.nextcare.com/news
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NextCare Urgent Care offers walk-in
medical care for all ages by board-certified doctors, specializing in non-life-threatening illnesses and injuries. NextCare
offerings include physicals, labs, x-rays,
immunizations, onsite prescriptions,
and occupational medicine services.
Using NextCare is affordable and convenient! NextCare accepts all major
insurance, offers medical discounts
and provides online registration. Visit
www.nextcare.com/news for the nearest
location or call 1-888-306-5311 today!
What Next? NextCare.
Now Care Urgent Care
8631 W. Union Hills Dr., Suite 206, Peoria
623-875-7900 (one location)
www.nowurgentcare.com
Now Care serves patients primarily,
but not exclusively, in the northwest
area of Phoenix, providing “the highest quality of acute episodic care for
minor illness and injuries for patients
seeking non-life threatening immediate
care in a convenient, timely and costeffective manner.”
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OTHER MEDICAL CARE
FACILITIES
Banner Alzheimer’s Institute
901 E. Willetta St.
Phoenix, AZ 85006
602-239-6900
1-888-stopALZ (1-888-786-7259)
www.bannerhealth.com
The Banner Alzheimer’s Institute is “devoted
to providing compassionate care to
patients and their families/caregivers,
while also finding treatment and prevention therapies for those afflicted with the
disease.” Banner’s Alzheimer’s Institute is
the first program to be designated a
Center of Excellence by Banner Health.
Banner Behavioral Health
925 E. McDowell (Central Phoenix)
800-254-HELP (for all locations)
www.bannerhealth.com
Banner Behavioral Health offers specialized treatment plans in five area locations
(including central Phoenix, East Valley,
Glendale, Chandler, and Scottsdale) to
patients with psychiatric and chemical
dependency problems.
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Banner Home Care
9305 W. Thomas Rd.
(Phoenix location)
623-327-5200
1325 N. Fiesta Blvd., Suite 1
(Gilbert location)
480-497-5535
www.bannerhealth.com
With two locations, Banner Home Care
is the largest nonprofit, freestanding home
care agency in Arizona, “providing intermittent health care for patients of all ages
in the comfort of their home.”

Banner Occupational Health
602-230-CARE (2273)
Physician Referral & Resource Line
www.bannerhealth.com
Banner Occupational Health Services
are medical clinics specializing in
worker’s compensation injury care,
drug testing, alcohol testing, physical
examinations, DOT exams, OSHA
mandated exams and more. There are
five area clinics: Phoenix, Scottsdale,
Mesa, East Mesa, Glendale and West
Phoenix.

Banner Hospice
1325 N. Fiesta Blvd., Suite 1, Gilbert
480-497-5535
www.bannerhealth.com
Banner Hospice is a nonprofit hospice
“that has been providing comfort care for
the past 10 years. Our goal is to support
quality of life, honor the wishes of our
patients, maintain the dignity of the individual and support the family through their
grieving process.”

Mayo Clinic
13400 E. Shea Blvd., Scottsdale
480-301-8000
www.mayoclinic.org/scottsdale
The Mayo Clinic is a five-story outpatient clinic with 240 exam rooms, outpatient surgery, endoscopy, laboratory,
radiology, pharmacy and a patienteducation library. A basic science
research laboratory, the Samuel C.
Johnson Medical Research Building, is

also located on the Scottsdale campus.
Among over 300 research groups at
Mayo Clinic are stroke, ageing,
Alzheimer’s, oncology, cardiovascular,
stem cell, diabetes, gastrointestinal,
infectious disease, liver disease, kidney disease and molecular analysis of
bone, heart and cancers.
Phoenix Health Plan –
Abrazo Health Care
7878 N. 16th St., Suite 105, Phoenix
602-824-3700
800-747-7997
www.phoenixhealthplan.com
Phoenix Health Plan is an AHCCCS-contracted health plan (AHCCCS is Arizona’s
Medicaid program) that has provided
health care services to qualified KidsCare
and AHCCCS families for the last 25
years. Phoenix Health plan services the
following counties in the state of Arizona:
Apache, Coconino, Gila, Maricopa,
Mohave, Navajo, Pima, Pinal and
Yavapai.
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Housing and
Neighboorhoods
sk residents here what they love most about living in the Phoenix area, and you’ll find
as many answers as stars in the big, open desert sky. For some, it’s the Sonoran
Desert, with its wild, open and beautiful vistas. For others, it’s the lakes and golf courses
that offer a delicious escape from the work-a-day world. Others claim that the real reason to live here is the
culture – Phoenix’s diversity combined with a lively arts scene keeps life vibrant and exciting. But whether
Phoenix native or recent transplant, the one thing everyone does agree about is their love for Phoenix itself.

HISTORY
For thousands of years, people who have visited Phoenix and the Valley of the Sun have decided to stay
and make it their home. The Hohokam who first lived here developed the Valley’s first canal system, which
allowed the farming of beans, corn, squash and cotton. They also built a community that suited their needs:
single family homes, apartment buildings, an outdoor neighborhood recreation center, and a ceremonial
spot for the celebration of special events. After a residency that lasted for more than 1,700 years, the
Hohokam mysteriously left, leaving the area for others to discover and enjoy.

50

|

P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2

5* housing PHX-2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

12:44 PM

Page 52

HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS

more than just generate a great tan: it
attracts industries searching for a warm,
dry climate that won’t interfere with their
distribution networks, telecommunications
systems or administrative operations.
Nine months out of the year, Valley residents
enjoy pleasant, spring-like temperatures.
Summer brings the heat with temperatures
often breaking 100 degrees during July
and August, with little humidity until the
monsoon season begins in late August.
The returning thunderstorms replenish the
water table and help bring back more
moderate temperatures.

Phoenix is home to the largest municipal
park in the world, the 16,500-acre South
Mountain Park, which serves as the
city’s southern border. A Mecca for hiking, biking and horseback riding, South
Mountain Park is the largest link in the
chain of desert mountain parks, known as
the Phoenix Mountain Preserve, that
encircle the city. After-work hikes to the
top of Piestewa Peak and Camelback
Mountain are a popular pastime, while
another 1,700 acres of traditional city
parks, some with golf courses, serve as
oases of green throughout the city.

While the city of Phoenix is situated in the
desert, Arizona is far from being a dry,
desolate land. Vast canal works, including
the Central Arizona Project canal that
brings water from the Colorado River located
200 miles away makes the desert bloom.
Also, the reserves of runoff water provided
by rain and snow in the northern mountain
range of Arizona are accessible thanks to
Roosevelt Dam just northeast of the Valley.
As a result of the efficiency of the city’s
waterworks, landscaping designs for
parks, golf courses, homes and boulevards
often include palm, olive, pine and citrus
trees. The sweet scent of orange blossoms
fills the air in March and April. Roses,
poppies and hundreds of other flowers
bloom almost all year.

Trailered boats are a common sight as
they zip along the Valley’s thoroughfares
on their way to one of the five lakes that
are just within a short drive from metropolitan Phoenix. Water-skiing, power boating,
sailing and fishing are popular water
sports, while raft trips down the alternately
tranquil and turbulent Verde and Salt
rivers are also popular.

In addition to being economically, ethnically and culturally diverse, Phoenix’s
300-plus days of sunshine a year make it
a perfect match for an active, on-the-go
lifestyle. Those who call Phoenix home
are often found out of doors, enjoying the
city’s natural beauty, including the area’s
parkland, outdoor exercise and recreation facilities, more than 1,000 tennis
courts and more than 150 golf courses,
as well as municipal parks, bicycling
routes, running paths, and equestrian
trails. Dozens of hiking clubs lead the
way through the mountain ranges that
surround the city, while softball, baseball
and soccer leagues for all ages and skill
levels abound.
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TOURISM
New residents aren’t the only ones who
flock to Phoenix. Tourism is one of the
metropolitan area’s leading businesses,
and employs about 250,000 people
year-round to support this thriving industry.
Those who live here find the relationship
with tourism is a profitable one both
financially and personally – as a result,
restaurants, retail centers and recreational
outlets targeted to tourists are available
to them all year. Large-scale conventions
and trade shows are held in the
Phoenix Civic Plaza. The convention
and meeting industry is an important
one, injecting more than $5 billion into
the area economy.
The ease of getting to and from the Valley
boosts its status as a popular vacation
and convention destination. Once visitors
find they have arrived there are approximately 50,000 motel and hotel rooms
available in properties ranging from fivestar resorts in Scottsdale to genteel bed
and breakfast inns to sleek business
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hotels in downtown Phoenix. The airport
system includes Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport, which is the seventh
busiest in the country for passengers and
the eighth busiest in the world for takeoffs
and landings. Nearby Deer Valley and
Goodyear airports are also busy, and
contribute to the more than 300,000
jobs that are provided by the Phoenix
airport system.

COMMUNITIES IN THE AREA
Just as Phoenix is the hub of commercial
activity in the Southwest, it has also
become the center around which more
than twenty communities have grown in
an area collectively known as the “Valley
of the Sun.” Some of the Valley communities are well known beyond the Arizona
state line: Scottsdale is a popular resort
destination, Tempe is the home of Arizona
State University, Paradise Valley is a town
as idyllic as its name, and Sun City is
home to active retirees.
Two communities with large populations
that deserve a second look are Mesa and
Glendale, the state’s third and fourth
largest cities after Phoenix and Tucson.
Just to the southeast, Chandler and
Gilbert are becoming well-known magnets for both young families and high-tech
manufacturing firms.
Located above the Valley to the northeast
in the McDowell Mountains, and only
fifteen minutes from the nearest city is
Fountain Hills, prized by its residents for
its solitude. The sister communities of
Cave Creek and Carefree to the north
comprise another secluded area, with
rustic ranch spreads and million-dollar
adobe homes.
The West Valley communities of Peoria,
Avondale, Tolleson and Litchfield Park offer
family-oriented lifestyles and affordable
housing. The outlying farming communities
of Goodyear, Buckeye and Surprise are
rapidly mirroring the expansion of the
closer-in West Valley communities.
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relocating to phoenix?
ASK THE EXPERTS

by Bill Rogers

Moving to the Valley of the Sun can be an exciting time, but also challenging time for many people relocating or transferring because
of their job. There are a variety of items that need to be addressed before relocating, like selling your current home, working with your
children’s current school to ensure transcripts are delivered, packing, un-packing, coordinating the move, a trailing spouse and family,
and of course finding the perfect home and obtaining a new mortgage loan.
In an effort to provide helpful tips and expert advice, we reached out to some of the Valley’s most professional and distinguished Real
Estate and Mortgage Professionals to share with you their experience and insight on the Phoenix Real Estate Market.

A native Arizonan and graduate of Arizona State University, Bill Rogers has been in the Mortgage Banking
Industry for more than 16 years, founding Homeowners Financial Group in 2004. His company is ranked
as the 5th largest mortgage banker in Arizona, and Rogers was recognized as one of Phoenix’s “Top 40
Under 40” for the class of 2009 by The Phoenix Business Journal, and one of the “Top 1000 Most Influential
People in Real Estate” by AZRE Magazine. He was a founding member of Arizona’s Housing Task
Force, is on the curriculum and officer licensing committees for the Arizona School of Real Estate, and lobbies in Washington, D.C. for the Mortgage Bankers Association. Bill is a contributing freelance writer
for Valley publications and can be reached at 602-430-0135.

Nick Heath
Peoples Mortgage
Company
7 years in the industry

Thuy Pham
The Williams Real
Estate Company
10 years in the industry

Q: WHAT IS YOUR OPINION OF THE
AFFORDABILITY OF HOUSING IN THE
METRO PHOENIX AREA?
“I think affordability in Phoenix is best
described by my experience with borrowers.
Four years ago the majority of borrowers
were having to go to the maximum of their
lending limits, these days the majority of my
clients are borrowing at or below 50% of
what they qualify for. I think it’s no surprise
that home prices are 50% of what they were
at the peak of the market.” | Nick Heath
“For being the 5th largest city in the United
States we are a fraction of the cost of the

Dean Wegner
WJ Bradley
19 years
in the industry

Dominic Scappaticci
Realty Executives
36 years
in the industry

Amy Swaney, CMB
Citywide Home Loans
20 years
in the industry

Marcia Volin
VIP Mortgage
25 years
in the industry

top three (NY, LA and Chicago) and have
great weather 9 months out of the year.
Prices have stabilized in most areas but I
see the luxury market declining for a little
while longer. Homes are selling and homeowners are “moving up” due to affordability
and first time home buyers are seeing
historically low interest rates. | Thuy Pham

area. With these favorable buying conditions,
it is a great time to purchase an investment
property, vacation home or a new primary
residence”. | Dominic Scappaticci

“Greater Phoenix has the best bargains in
America right now- bar none!” | Dean Wegner

Q: WHAT IS THE BIGGEST MISTAKE
PEOPLE MAKE WHEN BUYING A HOME?
IS IT DIFFERENT FOR SOMEONE WHO IS
RELOCATING TO THE PHOENIX AREA?

“ARMLS’ Pending Price Index, which pulls
data of homes under contract, finds that in the
coming months the median price of a home is
nearing $95,000 in the Phoenix metropolitan

“Coupled with the low interest rates, house
prices in the Metro Phoenix area have never
been more affordable.” | Amy Swaney

“Buying a home is one of the most important financial and emotional decisions a
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consumer will make. One of the biggest
mistakes people make is not researching
their options. Our clients trust us to be their
set of eyes until they familiarize themselves
with the valley.” | Thuy Pham
“The biggest mistake interested home buyers
make in today’s market is waiting. Now is
the perfect storm in real estate and one of
the best buyer’s markets we have ever
seen. The economy has clearly been picking
up pace with jobless rates decreasing and
incomes rising. Lending guidelines have
loosened, interest rates are still at record
lows.” | Dominic Scappaticci
Q: HOW MUCH HAS CHANGED IN
THE QUALIFICATION PROCESS FOR A
MORTGAGE COMPARED TO A FEW
YEARS AGO?
“I explain to borrowers that everything has to
be paper trailed, and confirmed, your job,
your income, your money, and your debts.
Checked and re-checked, it’s “CSI
Mortgage” these days and we want to make
sure we are originating good loans that
you’re capable of repaying. | Nick Heath
“There have been considerable changes
in the qualification process for a mortgage. Income and assets must be fully
documented. There is no such thing as
a stated income loan any longer. More
government regulation has also led to
more paperwork.
Lenders are much
more conservative in their evaluation of
the property and appraisals than in the
past.” | Marcia Volin
“It’s the same process, just more technology,
the banks are stricter but the majority
of applicants are aware that you need
decent credit, a job and a down payment now.” | Dean Wegner
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I see it just getting better. I see the market
continuing to stabilize in the next couple
of years so it’s a great time to buy and
invest. So weather you are purchasing
your dream home or investment property
rest assured in the long run it will be well
worth it.” | Thuy Pham
“The market in the Valley is still close to
100,000 homes in 2011, which in
other markets nationally would be considered “world class”. The affordability
index is getting close to late 1990’s
price ranges and a starter home, in some
cases, can be purchased so low that the
buyer could turn around and rent it for
much more than the mortgage payment.
So, someone wanting to invest in the
Valley may have a free and clear home
in 10-15 years.” | Dominic Scappaticci
Q: WHAT IS THE BIGGEST MISTAKE
PEOPLE MAKE IN THE MORTGAGE
PROCESS?
“Deciding which lender to use based
solely on rates/fees without considering
personal experience, a referral or the
lender’s industry knowledge. Also, borrowers
must refrain from assuming the mortgage
process will be the same as their previous
experience.” | Amy Swaney
“I think one of the biggest mistakes people
make is not asking enough questions. If
there is a part of the process or documentation that is not understood – ask. Also
I believe that many people typically turn
to their bank for their mortgage however,
a loan officer with a mortgage company
will typically be able to offer more products and better rates than the banks. Loan
officers with mortgage bankers are also
fully licensed with the State of Arizona.
Loan officers with banks do not have to
be licensed. | Marcia Volin

Q: WHAT IS YOUR PREDICTION FOR
THE HOUSING MARKETING IN 2011?
IN 2012?

Q: WHAT IS YOUR “TIP” TO SOMEONE
RELOCATING TO THE VALLEY?

“We are having a great start to 2011!
We had a record breaking January and

“Find an experienced and educated real
estate agent, particularly now with the

opportunities buyers have in short sales and
REO properties.” | Dominic Scappaticci
“When relocating to the valley be sure
that you are working with someone that
is knowledgeable and truly understands
your lifestyle and interests. And most
importantly have fun doing it; it’s always
nice to have an immediate friend in the
valley.” | Thuy Pham
“Talk to several agents that focus on
different areas of the Valley in order to get
a better idea of the overall market. Get
prequalified prior to the move and keep
your financial paperwork readily accessible.
Continue to keep paystubs, bank statements and other pertinent papers on hand
until closing.” | Amy Swaney
“Greater Phoenix is huge. Neighborhoods vary
immensely depending on what amenities
you’re looking for. Take your time, look
at many neighborhoods and remember
the old saying: location - location - location!” | Dean Wegner
“My tip for someone relocating to the
valley would be to pay attention to where
you’ll work and play and live there. Also
be sure to ask about electric bills during the
summer, they are typically 3-4 times or
more what they are in January February
and March.” | Nick heath
“My “tip” for someone relocating to the
Valley is to do some research. The Valley
is huge and there is considerable traffic.
A person should know the area in which
their job will be located if they will be
working.
Once the job location is
known - find out about schools, shopping, recreation, etc in the area that you
may want to live. If you are retiring to
the Valley be sure that you are close to
family, medical facilities and areas of
interest. A particular home may sound
wonderful until you find out that it is an
hour drive from work each way and has
nothing nearby that you may find of interest. Planning ahead can save years of
headache.” | Marcia Volin
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CITY & COMMUNITY
PAGE NUMBERS
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Carefree....................60
Cave Creek................60
Chandler....................67
Fountain Hills..............61
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Goodyear..................74
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Mountain Park Ranch....59
Old Stone Ranch.........68
Paradise Valley............61
Peoria.......................66
Phoenix.....................58
Power Ranch...............70
Queen Creek..............72
Scottsdale..................64
Seville Golf & C.C.......70
Sonoran Foothills.........59
South Mountain Village...60
Sun City.....................66
Sun City West.............66
Surprise.....................66
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Tolleson.....................74
Vistancia....................66
PINAL COUNTY
Apache Junction..........77
Casa Grande.............76
Coolidge...................78
Eloy..........................78
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P
COUNTY
PHOENIX
Population: 1,593,659
City of Phoenix: 602-262-7176,
www.phoenix.gov
Phoenix, the largest city in the Valley of
the Sun, covers a vast geographic area
and offers wide array of housing options.
As the hub city, downtown Phoenix is a
core employment and culture center with
projected growth spurred by a new lightrail system, retail expansion and an
upswing in commercial construction.
Arizona State University has added a
Central Phoenix campus, and several
central, established neighborhoods are
experiencing a revival that includes
renovation and the creation of upscale
high-end homes and condominiums. Most
of the city of Phoenix stretches north from
South Mountain Park, the largest municipal
park in the world.

ANTHEM
Great property values, quality education
and with close proximity to downtown
Phoenix, Anthem is nestled in at the foot of
Daisy Mountain and offers a friendly neighborhood for its residents. Located 34 miles
north of Phoenix off I-17, Anthem is home
to a diverse and energetic population of
families, empty nesters and retirees that
have found the amenities here were just too
good to pass up. A waterpark, golf courses,
mountain views, miles of walking paths,
hike and bike trails, athletic fields and a
park are just some of the reasons why
residents here feel the living couldn’t be
better anywhere else.
Anthem is a master planned community
that has won a number of awards, including
Best Master Planned Community in
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America by the National Association of
Home Builders in 2001, and the Best
Master Planned Community by the Home
Builders Association of Central Arizona in
2000 and 2001. It was also voted Best
Place to Raise a Family by Parenting
Magazine in its November 2003 issue.
The Community Center here is the perfect
place for neighbors to meet and families
to have fun. The three-story rock climbing
wall, a state-of-the-art fitness center,
indoor basketball courts and lighted outdoor tennis courts offer a way to stay in
shape. The Center is also home to a teen
recreation center, and even provides
youth camps and childcare services.
In addition to the Community Center,
residents here have access to Big Splash
Water Park. Kids can cool off in the park
and zip down the water slides, or join a
dive or swim team. There’s even a scubadiving certification course and a 25-meter
lap pool for adults.
Life in Anthem offers affordability and
convenience. The easy access to the 101
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and I-17 makes commuting easy, and
in turn has brought many commercial
businesses to the area. As a result, home
prices here are stable and continue to
maintain their value.
Homebuyers may choose from several different master planned communities, such
as the Parkside area and the gated
Anthem Country Club community.
Parkside is perfect for families on the go,
while the gated Anthem Country Club
community suits both families and empty
nesters. Those who settle in Anthem
Country Club have the option to live next
to two top-rated Greg Nash designed
golf courses, The Persimmon and The
Ironwood.

AHWATUKEE FOOTHILLS
Ahwatukee is an Indian word meaning
“house of my dreams” or “magic place
of my dreams,” and for many the popular
housing
development
known
as
Ahwatukee Foothills it exactly that.
Located to the Phoenix’s south and within
its city limits, well-established Ahwatukee
(pronounced Ah-wah-too-key) Foothills
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town feeling. Carefree was founded in
the 1950s, and was one of the earliest
planned communities in Arizona. Known
for its famous giant sundial (the largest in
the Western Hemisphere), as well as its
unique rock topography, Carefree lives
up to its name with its very laid back
atmosphere.
The two communities are at an elevation
of 2,500 feet, with temperatures about
five to six degrees cooler than Phoenix.
Low humidity and cooler temperatures lure
outdoor enthusiasts to such activities as
hiking bicycling, horseback riding, golfing
and jeep touring. The serene, saguarostudded landscape, decorated with
natural outcroppings of massive sandcolored boulders and teeming with
jackrabbits and other desert dwellers are
a huge attraction for new residents.
Golf courses here and in the surrounding
foothills are woven into the landscape,
making them some of the most scenic in
the state. Other nearby recreational outlets
include Tonto National Forest, which borders
the towns on the north side, and the Verde
River, a favorite of river runners. Both
towns offer unique shopping and dining
opportunities, as well as accommodations
that range from beautiful resorts to quaint
bed & breakfast inns.

FOUNTAIN HILLS
Population: 25,316
School District: Fountain Hills
Unified School District No. 98
Town of Fountain Hills: 480-8165100, www.fh.az.gov
Tucked into the McDowell Mountains at
an elevation several hundred feet above
Phoenix, Fountain Hills residents enjoy
cooler temperatures and a more secluded
feeling than their counterparts in metropolitan Phoenix. Designed by Charles
Woods, Jr., the same visionary who

designed Disneyland, the community
of Fountain Hills is loaded with small
town charm.
Fountain Hills takes its name from its
celebrated fountain found at the heart of
the city. Woods wanted to find a way to
differentiate his newly designed city from
others in the area, and hit upon the idea
of having the world’s tallest man-made
fountain as a centerpiece. The fountain
shoots water 560 feet into the air and
creates a geyser five feet taller than the
Washington Monument.
Named in 1997 by Parenting magazine
as one of the “Ten Great Places to Raise
a Family,” Fountain Hills has also found a
unique niche by catering to the needs of
its active retiree population. The area is
especially attractive to older families,
young professionals and retirees.
Fountain Hills strives to support neighborhoods and commercial development that are
sensitive to the environment and improves the
overall quality of life for our residents and
visitors. Home sizes are as diverse as its
community, with homes from 1600 square
feet to 10,000 square feet, from condominiums to custom homes. With several of
the neighborhoods being gated, families are
sure to find the perfect neighborhood to meet
their specific needs and wants.
Part of what makes Fountain Hills so
sought-after is its awe-inspiring views and
higher elevation. From sunrises to sunsets
and at every point in town, it’s understandable why so many weddings
happen in this special community.
Housing options include the 950-acre
Sun Ridge Canyon and 500-acre
Community of Eagle Mountain. Both master-planned communities feature scenic
golf courses and recreational facilities
and a selection of custom homes. Also
newly completed are the Firerock Country
Club and the CopperWynd Tennis and
Health resort, both offering single-family

homes, condos and custom homes. The
new community center features convention,
banquet and wedding reception facilities.
Other neighborhoods include North
Heights, CrestView Estates, WestRidge
Estates, StoneRidge Estates, EagleRidge,
Eagles Nest and several other neighborhoods plus a variety of condominium
developments throughout the town…and
several around the Lake.
The option for an active lifestyle is certainly
available here. Life centers on the golf
courses located around the community,
with tee times at the three local golf courses
in great demand. The McDowell
Mountain Regional Park, one of the
largest parks in the Maricopa Parks system,
offers excellent hiking, sightseeing and
camping. The park is adjacent to
Fountain Hills’ northern border.
Bordered by the McDowell Mountains on
the west, the Fort McDowell Indian
Reservation on the east and the Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community to the
south, Fountain Hills will likely remain at
its present size of 11,340 acres.

PARADISE VALLEY
Population: 14,558
School District: Paradise Valley
Unified School District No. 69
Town of Paradise Valley: 480-9487411, www.ci.paradise-valley.az.us
There are actually two Paradise Valleys:
one is the more secluded Town of
Paradise Valley comprised of upscale
homes nestled in against the sides of the
Sonoran Desert hills or hidden behind
oleander-covered estate walls, while the
other is Greater Paradise Valley, a larger,
more diverse community that includes
businesses and the Paradise Valley Mall
at its center.
The Town of Paradise Valley is located just
north of the landmark | Cont’d on page 64
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FOUNTAIN HILLS
the gem of the valley
Fountain Hills represents the best of the
Southwest with an elegant charm that is
rarely found in metropolitan areas.
Named in 1997 by Parenting Magazine
as one of the “Ten Great Places to Raise a
Family,” Fountain Hills continues to receive
“best of” accolades. In 2006 Phoenix
Magazine ranked it #1 in “Best Places to Live
in the Valley,” and in 2009 BusinessWeek
online rated it “Best Affordable Suburb.”
Within Fountain Hills, is Fountain Park, a 70+
acre park with the Town’s iconic Fountain that
rises 560 feet in the air every hour on the hour.
Fountain Park is also the community gathering
place and hub for year-round events.
Forward thinking citizens recognized the
natural beauty of the Fountain Hills area and
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collectively chose to preserve the hilltops
from development and formed the Fountain
Hills McDowell Mountain Preserve. The
Preserve provides residents with Sonoran
desert access and connectivity to the
22,000 acre McDowell Mountain Regional
Park, the McDowell Sonoran Preserve and
hundreds of miles of trails.
The Town also is home to multiple arts and
cultural gems including: the Fountain Hills
Theater, the L. Alan Cruikshank River of Time
Museum, and an extensive public art
collection with nearly 100 pieces of art that
dot the streets, parks and public buildings.
Independent restaurants and specialty shops
also provide a unique flair including,
Chocofin Chocolatier - handmade chocolates
and ice creams, Grapeables Fine Wines
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and Wine Bar - named as one of the 50
Best Bars in the Valley by Phoenix Magazine
in 2011, and La Scala Creamery tied for
the “Best Frozen Dessert” in an Arizona
Foothills online consumer poll.

M

T

l

h

a
All of these facts combined with a highly
rated school district, make Fountain Hills an
outstanding place to call home. Welcome.

FOUNTAIN HILLS – The Gem of the Valley

EVENTS | GOLF | SHOPPING | ART
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his desert oasis brings you the best of the Southwest where the rich ever-changing colors of
the desert and mountain vistas offer you an extraordinary place to live, work and play.

Blessed by nature, this gateway to the Sonoran Desert is the perfect backdrop for enjoying
golf, hiking, biking or just a leisurely stroll in Fountain Park. An extensive public art collection,
history museum, iconic 560 foot Fountain, art festivals, concerts in the Park and an awardwinning performing arts theater make Fountain Hills “the Gem of the Valley” – a place to call
home for a lifetime.

For more information contact the Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce at 480-837-1654 or visit: www.Fountainhillschamber.com
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Camelback Mountain
and is almost entirely residential. Among
its amenities are the Marriot Camelback
Inn Resort & Spa, and the Marriott
Mountain Shadows Resort, as well as the
Doubletree La Posada Resort. There are
also exclusive shops and restaurants
located near the town’s border with
Scottsdale. The neighborhood is the
home of a number of celebrities, including
baseball’s Joe Garagiola and rocker
Alice Cooper.

Cont’d from page 61 |

The neighborhood of Greater Paradise
Valley is located within Phoenix city limits,
but is considered its own village. Around
the edges of Paradise Valley Mall are
retail shops, apartments, condos and
healthcare facilities as well as Paradise
Valley Hospital. Outside of this area are
townhomes, single-family homes, small
estates with horse privileges and a few
golf courses. The area is known for its
excellent housing and schools.

SCOTTSDALE
Population: 245,500
School District: Scottsdale Unified
School District No. 48
City of Scottsdale: 480-312-3111,
www.scottsdaleaz.gov
Pity the shortsighted Phoenix real estate
salesman who moved to Scottsdale in
1949 and left two years later, declaring
the land inhospitable and Scottsdale’s
future unpromising. These conclusions
would surely surprise the more than
240,000 people who live here and the
estimated six million visitors who come to
this resort destination every year.
Since its founding in 1888 by United
States Army Chaplain Winfield Scott,
Scottsdale has grown from a collection of
cattle ranches and citrus farms into a cosmopolitan community of young professionals,

Residents here find it is easy to get around
via the Pima Freeway from I-17 and the
Piestiwaw Parkway that has been extended
to the Pima Freeway to give better
accessibility to Sky Harbor Airport and
downtown Phoenix.
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Although the days of cattle ranching in the
area are long past, the names of vast
multi-development neighborhoods, such
as McCormick Ranch and Gainey Ranch,
still pay homage to the area’s early days.
These neighborhoods are often a mix of
residential homes that include single-family homes, condominiums, patio homes
and town homes. More than 40 percent
of Scottsdale’s residents fall into the over
40-year age bracket, which has helped
build a growing medical community that
includes the western campus of the Mayo
Clinic.
For a city in the middle of the Sonoran
Desert, Scottsdale is remarkably green,
with nationally acclaimed golf courses
and Indian Bend Wash, the centerpiece
of Scottsdale’s extensive recreational
amenities. This miles-long ribbon of greenbelt, which extends down the middle of
the vertically drawn city, is bordered
by several parks that feature bike
paths, small fishing lakes and recreation
complexes.
With zoning ordinances in place to protect
the city’s “destination” atmosphere,
commercial buildings in downtown

Scottsdale Waterfront By Ron Niebrugge/wildnatureimages.com

A new master planned community called
Desert Ridge is under development in the
northern area of Greater Paradise Valley.
At more than 5,700 acres, it includes
residential housing, an 800-room resort,
two 18-hole golf courses and a 1,000acre commerce park.

families and retirees. The city’s resort
lifestyle extends far beyond the grounds of
its expansive hotels. Many housing developments feature golf courses and recreational complexes, with shopping and
other amenities just a bike ride away.
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PEORIA
Population: 142,024
School District: Peoria Unified
School District No. 11
City of Peoria: 623-773-7000,
www.peoriaaz.gov
The four families from Peoria, Illinois, who
stopped their wagons in the middle of the
Arizona Territory in 1886 and decided to
build a new life here in the desert were
the first to begin the trend of Midwestern
migration that continues to this day. A rapidly growing population and recent
annexation have made Peoria one of the
fastest-growing cities in the United States.
Peoria spans more than 162 square
miles, and claims one of the best school
districts in the state, as well as affordable
housing and close proximity to downtown
Phoenix. Peoria’s medical services and
health care facilities are among the most
comprehensive in the Valley, while the
Arrowhead Towne Center and the adjacent
North Valley Power Center offer excellent
variety of department stores, specialty
shops and restaurants from which to
choose.
The Seattle Mariners and San Diego
Padres train each spring at the Peoria
Sports Complex, located just a quarter
mile away from the Arrowhead Towne
Center. Many beautiful hotels and numerous
restaurants adjoin the Sports Complex.
Peoria is also the home of Lake Pleasant,
a 24,000 acre water wonderland
surrounded by desert flora and fauna,
with hiking trails, campgrounds, a lake
overlook and boat ramps.

VISTANCIA
Vistancia is a 7,100-acre community
recently voted “Best Master Planned
Community” by Ranking Arizona.
Vistancia’s three villages offer distinct
lifestyle choices and amenities. The
villages blend into the lush high Sonoran
66
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desert surroundings and are linked by
the 3.5-mile Discovery Trail, allowing
residents to travel the length of the
community without ever crossing a street.
With new homes priced from the low
$200s, Vistancia Village is a community
for families of all ages. Life centers around
the Mountain Vista Club, a 15,000square-foot complex with a basketball
gymnasium, three pools, tennis courts and
an event lawn.
Trilogy at Vistancia is an age-restricted,
lifestyle resort community. The centerpiece
of Trilogy is the Kiva Club, featuring Café
Solaz and the Alvea Spa. The Club is
also home to a state-of-the-art athletic club
and aerobics studio, indoor lap pool and
outdoor resort pool. The Trilogy Golf Club
at Vistancia is a par-72 Gary Panks
designed championship course which is
open to the public, offering an exceptional
golf experience for players of all levels.
Blackstone Country Club at Vistancia is a
private community of superb residences
and custom homesites. The Jim Engh
designed golf course is his first in Arizona
and has already been included on Travel
and Leisure Golf Magazine’s list of “Top
100 Golf Communities” in the country.
The Hacienda, a magnificent clubhouse,
offers a rich array of amenities for members, including gourmet dining, an event
lawn, locker rooms, a wine cellar and
tasting room.

SUN CITY,
SUN CITY WEST
Population: Sun City – 39,000;
Sun City West – 26,344
Surprise Regional Chamber:
623-583-0692,
www.surpriseregionalchamber.com
A midday traffic jam in Sun City is like a
traffic jam nowhere else. First, the jam will
consist of no more than five vehicles.
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Secondly, the participants probably know
each other by first name. And finally, they’re
likely to involve street-legal golf carts.
Stress-free “traffic jams” are part of the daily
routine in this model retirement community
by Del Webb that began in 1960. Webb
picked an 8,900-acre plot in the Sonoran
Desert that was just a half-hour drive from
downtown Phoenix. Sun City has now
grown to more than 46,000 residents. In
1978, Webb selected a site just four miles
away and broke ground on Sun City West.
Sun City West features homes that are just
a little more upscale than the original Sun
City and is slightly less crowded. To ensure
its residents that the communities maintain
their positions as haven for retirees, no one
under 18 years of age are allowed to live
in the Sun Cities for more than 90 days.
Many activities are available to Sun City
and Sun City West residents, including
boating, fishing, and of course golfing.
Eleven area golf courses in the two
communities make this a golfer’s paradise, while the activity centers offer a
wide variety of clubs and activities.

SURPRISE
Population: 109,672
School District: Dysart Unified
School District No. 89
City of Surprise: 623-222-1000,
www.surpriseaz.com
Founded in 1929, Surprise has transformed itself from the sleepy little farming
community it was into a growing city that
has drawn the notice of Money magazine,
which placed Surprise at the top of its
national job growth list.
One reason for this growth is Sun City
Grand, a Del Webb active adult community that has called for about 10,000
homes. A full slate of recreational
facilities, including four golf courses, a
fitness center, a day spa and the Rio
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View from Copperwynd. Photo Courtesy of Fountain Hills CVB

SOUTHWEST
VALLEY
BUCKEYE
Population: 52,764
School District: Buckeye
Elementary School District No. 33;
Buckeye Union High School
District No. 201
Town of Buckeye: 623-349-6000,
www.buckeyaz.gov
blended the dynamics of a high-tech
business center, the fun and excitement of
a resort community, the warmth and
comfort of a residential neighborhood,
and the small town atmosphere of a
college community.
Tempe is ideally located in central
Maricopa County adjoining the cities of
Scottsdale to the north, Mesa to the east,
Chandler to the south and Phoenix to the
west. Tempe’s strategic location is a boon
to both businesses and residents who
have convenient access to all areas of the
Valley of the Sun, as well as major cities
throughout the Southwest. Direct access to
I-10, State Route 60, and the new 101
and 102 freeways put Tempe within 15
minutes of Sky Harbor International
Airport. With such convenient access to
surrounding freeways, Tempe commuters
find it is less than a 20-minute commute to
work in downtown Phoenix.
Tempe is home to Arizona State
University. ASU, which was established in
1885, today welcomes students from all
fifty states and from around the world. The
university is one of the premier research
universities in the nation, and is committed
to excellent in teaching research, and
public service. In addition to watching the
action provided by the Arizona State
University Sun Devils, sports fans can also

watch the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim
as they train during the spring in Tempe
Diablo Stadium.
Downtown Tempe is a cultural center in
its own right and is pedestrian-oriented
with paths to the ASU. As the city’s principal business district, it is also considered a premier entertainment center
featuring a wide variety of restaurants,
shopping, movie theaters, hotels, corporate office and condos. More than
two million people visit the 2.5 mile
Tempe Town Lake each year for such
special events as fireworks over the Mill
Avenue Bridge, 5K runs, October Fest,
the Ironman Triathlon and the AVP Pro
Beach Volleyball Tour. The Spring and
Fall Festival draws nearly 250,000
people during its three-day run.
Neighborhoods throughout Tempe feature
every style of home, from turn-of-the-century
adobe homes to luxury homes on acred
lots. Many housing developments are
centered around Tempe’s extensive
network of parks, which is anchored by
Kiwanis Park. This 125-acre recreational
spot includes softball and soccer fields,
volleyball and tennis courts, playground
and picnic ramadas, a 12-acre stocked
lake with paddleboats and a recreation
center with an indoor, heated wave and
swimming pool.

Named for the home state of one of its
early settlers, Buckeye is proud to be one
of the most rural communities in the
Phoenix metro area. Buckeye residents
appreciate the hometown charm it has
developed over its years of existence.
Buckeye children are actively involved in
Pop Warner football, soccer, Little League
Baseball, the Future Farmers of America
and the 4-H clubs. Many of those who
leave Buckeye to attend college later
return to raise their own families.
Buckeye is the third fastest growing
community in Maricopa County. The
master planned community of Verrado
is the proposed site of a large vacation
resort that will be the second largest in
the Valley of the Sun. With the number
of proposed master planned communities
and industrial developments underway, the population of Buckeye is
expected to reach 100,000 by the
year 2010.
One of Arizona’s largest adult living
developers, Del Webb, introduced its
fourth Sun City project in north
Buckeye on SunValley Parkway. Sun
City Festival will cover 3,300 acres
and is expected to add 7,200 homes
to the area. At least two more adult
communities and several golf courses
are also planned.
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COUNTY
PInal County, south and east of Maricopa
County, has a number of rural cities that
are poised for growth, and several that
are already gaining stature as up and
coming cities with rising economic and
population growth. Three of the fastest
growing suburban cities in Pinal County
are Casa Grande to the south, Apache
Junction/Gold Canyon to the east, and
Florence, southeast of the Metro Phoenix
area.
Cities with expected growth potential
include Coolidge, Eloy and Maricopa.
Due to the ever-expanding number of
people looking for more rural communities
for their retirement years, and families
seeking to raise their children in smaller
towns, these cities are target areas for
further growth.
The Pinal Freeway, now called the
Apache/Coolidge Corridor will eventually
link U.S. 60 at Apache Junction to
Interstate 10 at Eloy and will provide
access to a county expecting 2 million
residents by 2025.
The city of Mesa is planning to sell a third
of its land holdings in Pinal County to the
cities of Eloy and Coolidge. This sale will
bring revenue and employment to the
area, as a portion of the land is designated
for light industrial use. The close proximity
to the Coolidge Airport, rail lines, and
the proposed Pinal Freeway is garnering the attention of both developers and
employers.
The Pivotal Group has donated acreage
to the Coolidge Unified School District for
three K-8 schools and one high school.
All four schools will be built within the
master planned community of Sandia,

76

|

near Arizona 87 and Signal Peak Road.
This community will feature an estimated
9,000 homes, of which 4,000 are family
oriented homes and the balance will be
active adult housing.

CASA GRANDE

on the railroad moved on, the new settlement stayed. After moving the post office
that Southern Pacific had been carting
around, this end-of-the-line spot in the middle
of Arizona was appropriately named
“Terminus.” It was later renamed Casa
Grande for its location to the Casa
Grande Ruins, 20 miles to the east.

Population: 44,547
School District: Casa Grande No. 4
City of Casa Grande: 520-421-8600,
www.casagrandeaz.gov
Casa Grande is a modern city, strategically
located halfway between Tucson and
Phoenix and at the Interstate hub of I-10
and I-8. It offers all of the amenities of a
larger city; yet it still has the feel of a small
town, with friendly residents, accommodating business professionals, low-volume
traffic and laid-back lifestyle.
Newcomers considering making Casa
Grande their new home are discovering
the superb local economy, the wide
range of services, fantastic location and
proximity to metropolitan areas, relaxed
way of life, and seven months of incredible
weather. Most importantly, the progressive,
positive community spirit and friendly,
relaxed lifestyle that have brought Casa
Grande through hardship and prosperity
for the past 126 years helps people
relocating to Casa Grande immediately
feel that this is the hometown they have
been looking for.
The story of Casa Grande begins in the
dust of the vast low desert from which the
community first took root in 1879. Crews
working on the Southern Pacific railroad
couldn’t take the heat and stopped working.
Supplies stacked up and when the work
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The same hardy community spirit that
binds Casa Grande, was first evident
when the downtown business district
burned three times in the late 1880s, and
was rebuilt each time by merchants and
townspeople who rallied together to save
the town. A mining slump in the early
1900s again nearly destroyed Casa
Grande. The business district dwindled to
only a mercantile, a saloon and two
smaller stores. The agricultural industry
rescued the town and it has continued to
develop and thrive.
Today, there are hundreds of businesses
and industries in Casa Grande and more
are relocating or opening their doors in
the city every day. The city government’s
excellent plan for long-range growth is
very effective. The area offers many fine
schools, houses of worship, medical
facilities, and every amenity a citizen or
visitor might want.
Casa Grande sponsors a variety of lush
area golf courses, parks, restaurants, and
shopping. From the small specialty shops
of the beautifully restored historic
downtown district to the Outlets at Casa
Grande, this city has everything for both
its residents and visitors. The gorgeous
fall, winter and spring weather is the
perfect backdrop for jam-packed schedule
of festivals, celebrations and events to
area residents and visitors.
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Florence is often referred to as the best
little western town in the state. The fifth
oldest settlement in the state of Arizona,
Florence is located in central Arizona at
the junction of US Highway 79 and
Arizona 287, just 60 miles southeast of
Phoenix and 70 miles north of Tucson. An
Indian agent, Colonel Levi Ruggles,
staked and platted the area in 1866. The
town was incorporated in 1908 and
today is the Pinal County seat. The
Territorial Prison was moved from Yuma to
Florence in 1909, and is presently a
large employer for the surrounding town.
Irrigation from the nearby Gila River,
and the completion of the Coolidge
Dam allowed this area to become the
agricultural center of the county throughout
the 1900’s.
Today, with some improvements, Main
Street is much as it was in the late
1800’s, and Florence is a town of historical landmarks for both visitors and
residents. It is said that Florence has more
buildings listed on the National Register
than any other town or city in Arizona.

The population in 2000 was 17,054
and is projected to be an estimated
67,200 by 2010.
Florence offers the convenience and
lifestyle available in a small western
community, yet is less than an hour away
from the larger cities of Phoenix and
Tucson. The public school district offers an
elementary, a junior high and high
school. The Central Arizona College
District, located 18 miles west of Florence
serves all of Pinal County, and is also a
large employer in the area.

GROWTH COMMUNITIES
Coolidge: As with Florence, the opening
of the Coolidge Dam transformed this
desert area into rich farmland, and it is
the commercial center of Arizona’s cotton
industry. Located halfway between
Phoenix and Tucson, Coolidge is a
regional trade and service center providing
agricultural producers, cattle ranchers and
farm families with equipment, supplies and
services. Many jobs are created by the
Municipal Airport, city services and

Central Arizona College. Large numbers
of visitors each year are drawn to the
many historical attractions nearby in both
Florence and Coolidge. The Casa
Grande Ruins National Monument, The
Coolidge Historical Society, McFarland
State Park, The Pinal County Historical
Society Museum and the 1891 Pinal
County Courthouse are among many
historical sites.
Eloy: Located in the heart of Pinal County,
along old Arizona Highway 84, just off
Interstate 10, about 15 miles southeast of
Casa Grande is the town of Eloy.
Founded in 1902, and named by the
Southern Pacific Railroad, the city’s name
was changed in 1919 to Cotton City due
to the influx of the large cotton Industry,
but was changed back to Eloy in 1919
and later became incorporated in 1949.
Agriculture and cattle ranching have
replaced the cotton crops that once
covered the land as the economic staples
for the area today. The area offers a variety of housing options. Along with the
older adobe homes, there are new homes
and condos being built and there are
rentals available.
The City of Maricopa: This city became
Arizona’s 88th incorporated city in 2003
and is located 20 miles south of Phoenix
and 20 miles northwest of Casa Grande.
In the mid 1800’s, then known as
Maricopa Wells, the town became a
stage stop for the Butterfield Overland
Mail Line that stretched from San Antonio
to San Diego. In the late 1870’s a spur
line was built from Maricopa to a small
village on the Salt River called Phoenix.
Maricopa settled into a slower paced
agricultural area and created a hearty
farm economy after rail use was halted in
the 1930’s. Today, the City of Maricopa
is one of the most productive farming
areas in the state, with cotton, grains,
vegetables, and beef contributing to its
continued economic growth.
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Leisure and
Recreation
ometimes it seems the most difficult choice residents in Phoenix have to make when it
comes to answering that age-old question of “What to do?” is simply “Where to begin?”
Factor in the city’s revitalized downtown, and it can become problematic trying to decide
how to schedule in all of the exciting activities Phoenix has to offer. Outdoors or indoors,
a sporting event or an evening at the ballet, it’s obvious that Phoenix and its surrounding communities
have more than enough choices to satisfy everyone.
Start, perhaps, with a day of golf, or maybe even spend the day at the Phoenix Zoo. Go for a day of
biking along the numerous trails criss-crossing the area, or take a scenic drive around the area and do
a little exploring.

80

|

P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2

6* leisure PHX-NEW:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:05 PM

Page 81

Royal Palms Resort and Spa. Photo Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

L E I S U R E A N D R E C R E AT I O N

Phoenix offers golf enthusiasts a rich paradise to discover, with lush, green fairways
and landscaping featuring native desert
plants and grasses to create beautiful settings in which to play a round of golf. Well
over 100 private and public courses and
country clubs, most of which are nationally
certified, make the area a mecca that many
golfers visit again and again.
Phoenix is known for its numerous museums,
theaters and galleries, and has long been
home to a diverse and thriving cultural scene
that has devoted itself to celebrating the
different cultures found both at home and
around the world. A lively music scene
supports everything from traditional and
classical to jazz and rock. From homegrown
productions to touring professional companies, Phoenix supports its arts in a big way.
Check out the listings that follow for just a
small sampling of what Phoenix and the
surrounding communities have to offer.
And for those who find pleasure in the
culinary arts, Phoenix possesses a veritable
treasure trove of foodie destinations. From
the neighborhood eatery specializing in
classic comfort food to the very best of
ethic cuisine to high-end avant garde
bistros presenting the latest in gastronomic
art, the Valley of the Sun provides for
every taste imaginable.
Phoenix can also satisfy the tastes of hardcore sports fans. The area provides residents
with year-round spectator opportunities,
including nationally ranked college and
professional teams that run the full gambit
of sports, as well as being one of only
two areas in the country for professional
baseball spring training.
The area also lends itself to those bitten
by the travel bug. Phoenix’s central location in the state and major international
airport make it strategically ideal for residents not only to explore Arizona’s many
attractions and natural wonders, it places
the entire southwestern United States within
easy reach as well.

Then again, why go anywhere? Every
week something is going on in the
Phoenix area. Special events focused on
the arts, sports, automotive technology,
food, wine and the holidays, to name just
a few subjects, guarantee something to

do no matter what a person’s interests
and tastes are.
Read on, and see just what you can experience as a resident of the Valley of the
Sun. Then, move here and enjoy!

COMMENCE AU FESTIVAL
Bored? Can’t think of anything to do? Well, if you lived in the
Phoenix area you wouldn’t be! As the major metropolitan area in
Arizona, not a week goes by in the Valley of the Sun that some
kind of annual festival or event doesn’t occur. From art to
antiques, classical music to classic cars, home improvement to
brewing, Phoenix-area festivals run the gambit of interests and
entertainment.
But where can you find such grand events? That’s the easy part:
www.phoenix.about.com/cs/events/a/festivals12.htm
About.com, with its extensive and dynamic databases of subjects
obscure to banal, offers a comprehensive listing of events and festivals throughout the region. Grouped by month, it is easy to
search and provides a short description of each event, along with
designated events dates and a links to the given event’s Web site
for more information.
www.arizonaguide.com/events-calendar
An announcement vehicle of the Arizona Department of Tourism,
Arizonaguide.com offers its own listing of events. In addition to
activities in and around the Phoenix area, it also highlights festivals and events throughout the width and breadth of the state. It
also breaks its list down by month.
www.phoenixconventioncenter.com/extranet/pccd/ecalmain.html
If conventions, expos, grand musical concerts or similar events
are more your cup of tea, The Phoenix Convention Center maintains a calendar database profiling events it is hosting over the
year. Thanks to a multi-million dollar expansion program in 2008,
the Convention Center and its subsidiary venues offer visitors,
exhibitors and attendees more than 900,000 square feet of floor
space that can be tailored for any kind of event.
www.phoenixasap.com/phoenix-events.html
Too much from which to choose? Phoenixasap.com focuses its list
on the major and more traditional festivals in the area, such as
the ISCA’s World of Wheels, the Arizona Renaissance Festival,
the Safeway Classic LPGA Tournament, the Scottsdale Culinary
Festival and of course the Arizona State Fair, to name a few.
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Heard Museum By Craig Smith. Photo Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

ARTS and CULTURE

EXPERIENCE the ARTS
MUSEUMS & ATTRACTIONS
Arizona Science Center
600 East Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
603-716-2000
www.azscience.org
More than 300 hands-on exhibits are
waiting to be explored in this popular
four-story museum designed by Antoine
Predock. The center’s planetarium has
undergone major renovation and has a
new seamless dome, while the IMAX
theatre with its giant screen is the perfect
setting for the latest 3D movie.
Arizona State Capitol Museum and
Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza
1700 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
602-542-4581
www.lib.az.us
82

|

Check out the old home of the Arizona
Legislature, and view memorials to veterans of different wars as well as the
extraordinary murals depicting Arizona’s
history and its progress from a U.S.
territory to a state.
Deer Valley Rock
Art Center
3711 West Deer Valley Road
Phoenix, AZ 85308
623-582-8007
www.asu.edu/clas/shesc/dvrac
Managed by the Arizona State University
School of Human Evolution and Social
Change, visitors are allowed public
access to the Hedgpeth Hills site that is
home to more than 1,500 ancient
petroglyphs made by the Hohokam and
Patayan who were the first inhabitants
here.
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Desert Botanical Garden
Papago Park
1201 North Galvin Parkway
Phoenix, AZ 85008
480-941-1225
www.dbg.org
The Desert Botanical Garden reveals that the
Sonoran Desert is home to its own kind of Eden,
with native trees, succulents, cacti, grasses,
shrubs and flowers. Walk along one of the
four trails that cross these gardens dedicated
to the flora of the Southwest, and explore a
new world of desert beauty. Rare desert
plants, endangered desert plants and threatened desert plant species are on display.
Fountain Hills Botanical Garden
Fountain Hills Blvd. at Kingstree Ave.
480-816-5100
www.fh.az.gov/botanical-garden.aspx
The Fountain Hills Botanical Garden was
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founded by Jane Haynes in 1975 as a
wildlife preserve and garden with free
admission. The Garden is 8 acres with
elevation from 1696 to 1800 feet.
Twenty-nine Sonoran Desert plants are
identified along the half mile meandering
trail that has been constructed on the
desert slopes. The trail allows for interesting views of rock formations, desert flora,
animal life and an abandoned P-Bar
Ranch campsite next to the April 25,
1941 constructed dam wall.
Goldfield Ghost Town & Mine Tours
4650 North Mammoth Mine Road
Apache Junction, AZ 85219
480-983-0333
www.goldfieldghosttown.com
Revisit the boomtown days of Goldfield
during the 1890s, when a gold strike
made Goldfield a lively mining town.
Visitors can explore shops and historic
buildings, tour the Mammoth Gold Mine,
pan for gold, and ride the state’s only
operating narrow-gauge railroad for a
short tour of the area. Staged gunfights on
the weekends complete the picture of life
in the Old West.
Hall of Flame Museum of Firefighting
6101 East Van Buren Street
Phoenix, AZ 85008
602-275-3473
www.hallofflame.org
The Hall of Flame Museum of Firefighting
is the world’s largest museum dedicated
to firefighters. Housed in a warehouse
building and sponsored by the National
Historical Fire Foundation, the museum
features five large exhibit galleries of
restored and vintage firefighting equipment and history from 1725 to 1969.
Heard Museum
2301 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004
www.heard.org
The Heard Museum is internationally
acclaimed for its collection of Native
American fine arts, artifacts and crafts,
with special emphasis on the people of

the Southwest. The museum also features
an Education Pavilion, as well as three
new galleries and an auditorium.
Heritage Square
Sixth Street and Monroe Street
Phoenix, AZ
602-262-5071
A trip downtown offers the chance to step
back in time. Visit the pedestrian-only block
of restored Victorian homes that comprise
the only residential structures left of the original town of Phoenix. The homes themselves
are open to the public. The Stevens House
is home to the Arizona Doll and Toy
Museum, and the Teeter House Victorian
Tea Room is a popular stop.
Mystery Castle
800 East Mineral Road
Phoenix, AZ 85042
602-268-1581
Built in the foothills of South Mountain
Park in the 1930’s from bottles, old bricks
and pieces of granite, the Mystery Castle
has been named as a Phoenix Point of
Pride. Visitors can explore the 18 rooms
of this bizarre structure created as an
expression of a father’s love for his
abandoned daughter.
Out of Africa Wildlife Park
Verde Valley Justice Court Rd
Camp Verde, AZ 86322
928-567-2840
www.outofafricapark.com
Nine animal shows, tours and more await
visitors here at Out of Africa Wildlife Park,
where animals may be seen in a garden-like
setting. View big cats such as rare white
tigers, lions and cougars, while other park
inhabitants include coatis, foxes, bears,
wolves and exotic birds. Family friendly activities include safari jeep tours for up close and
personal viewing of exotic animals.
Phoenix Art Museum
1625 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-257-1222
www.phxart.org

The Phoenix Art Museum boasts of an
intriguing collection 17,000 pieces of art
from several centuries and representing
important art eras and styles, all housed
within the museum’s acclaimed galleries
featuring exciting and groundbreaking
exhibitions from the four corners of the
world.
Phoenix Museum of History
105 North Fifth Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-253-2734
www.pmoh.org
Revisit Phoenix’s early days as a territory
and celebrate the city’s multicultural
heritage. Museum displays showcase
Native American artifacts, the city’s first
jail and even an exploration of Phoenix
as a healthful haven for the sick.
Phoenix Police Museum
101 South Central Ave., Suite 100
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-534-7278
www.phoenixpolicemuseum.com
The Phoenix Police Museum features an
amazing array of displays and equipment
used to keep the peace by police officers,
from a 1919 police car to a threewheeled motorcycle used by meter readers.
A recent museum acquisition is a crossbeam from one of the towers of the
World Trade Center attacked on Sept.
11, 2001 and on permanent display as
part of the museum’s 9-11 memorial.
Phoenix Zoo
Papago Park
455 North Galvin Parkway
Phoenix, AZ 85008
602-273-1341
www.phoenixzoo.org
Come spend the day at Papago Park,
home of the Phoenix Zoo, voted one of
the nation’s top five zoos for kids. At 152
acres and more than 7,600 animals, the
Phoenix Zoo is the largest privately
owned not-for-profit zoo in the country
with exhibits designed to closely recreate
the animals’ natural habitats. Of special
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Pueblo Grande Museum Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix CVB

Phoenix Symphony
1 N. 1st St., Suite 200
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-495-1117
www.phoenixsymphony.org
Founded in 1947, the Phoenix Symphony
is Arizona’s only full-time, professional
orchestra, serving the citizens of the
greater Phoenix metropolitan area, central
Arizona, and the southwestern United
States. The 76-member symphony’s season
runs from September to May, with classical,
chamber orchestra and pops performances as well as youth outreach and
community programs.

note are the zoo’s four trails: the Tropics
Trail offers fantastic birdwatching, the
Africa Trail with its tigers, lions and elephants, the Children’s Discovery Trail and
Harmony Farm with farm animals and butterfly garden and the Arizona Trail featuring Arizona native animals.
Pueblo Grande Museum and
Archaeological Park
4619 East Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85034
602-495-0901
www.pueblogrande.com
Visit the world of the Hohokam Indians,
the first residents of this area of the
Southwest, who mysteriously disappeared
in the mid-15th century. Check out the
indoor displays that detail the Hohokam’s
agricultural system and daily life, then
follow the trails around the ruins of an
actual excavated Hohokam village.
Taliesin West
12621 Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85259
480-860-2700
www.franklloydwright.org
Taliesin West was the winter home of
Frank Lloyd Wright from 1937 until his
death in 1959, and is a perfect example
of Wright’s ability to create living space
that meshes naturally with its surroundings.
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Surrounded by suburban development,
Taliesin West is one of the few estates in
the Phoenix metropolitan area that has
preserved desert mountain and open
space for the benefit of its undergraduate
and graduate programs in Architecture,
K-12 students, scholars and visitors.
Guided tours are available to those who
want to experience Wright’s genius of
architectural design.

Scottsdale Symphony Orchestra
8524 E. Thomas Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
480-945-8071
www.scotsymph.org
This year marks the 34th season for the
60-member Scottsdale Symphony Orchestra,
known for its wide spectrum of symphony,
pops, opera and musical productions.
The Scottsdale Symphony Orchestra
entertains Scottsdale and surrounding
areas from November to June at the
Scottsdale Center for the Arts.

MUSIC
Arizona Opera
4600 N. 12th St.
Phoenix, AZ 85014
602-266-7464
www.azopera.com
Now in its 37th season, the Arizona
Opera produces five lush grand opera
performances a year throughout the state
of Arizona and is one of only three
companies in the United States to perform
in two cities.
Phoenix Boys Choir
1131 E. Missouri Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85014
602-264-5328
www.boyschoir.org
The internationally famous Phoenix Boys
Choir sing from a songbook that includes
English Choral, sacred, folk, and jazz
music, as well as other audience favorites.
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Symphony of the Southwest
56 South Center Street
Mesa, Arizona 85210
480- 827-2143
www.symphonyofthesouthwest.org
Founded originally as the Sun Valley
Orchestra in 1956 by music educators in
the Mesa Public School system, the
Symphony of the Southwest has grown to
become one of the premier symphonic
music groups in the Valley, and performs in
a variety of venues as it serves the community of Mesa and surrounding areas.

THEATRE
Actors Theatre of Phoenix
Herberger Theater Center
222 E Monroe St
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-253-6701
www.atphx.org
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Actors Theatre of Phoenix is a professional
theater company presenting contemporary
theatre pieces with powerful themes, timely
subjects and the occasional surprise to
create meaningful social dialogue within
the Phoenix community.
The Arizona Theatre Company
502 W. Roosevelt St.
Phoenix, AZ
602-256-6995
www.aztheatreco.org
Arizona’s premier leading professional
resident company, the Arizona Theatre
Company offers a wide range of productions from classic to contemporary,
including Broadway hits. The company’s
performance calendar runs from October
to the end of May.
Black Theatre Troupe
512 West Roosevelt St.
Phoenix, AZ 85003
602-258-8128
www.blacktheatretroupe.org
Since its grassroots beginnings in 1970 as

a creative outlet for talented youth, the
Black Theatre Troupe has grown to become
a nationally recognized theatre troupe producing quality plays reflecting the AfricanAmerican experience. The Black Theatre
Troupe conducts educational workshops,
outreach programs and produces quality
plays, remaining true to its original mission
to produce excellent performances while
serving inner city neighborhoods, the Valley
at large as well as communities throughout
the State of Arizona.
Fountain Hills Theater
11445 N Saguaro Blvd.
Fountain Hills, AZ
480-837-966
www.fhct.org
The theater started 25 years ago as a
fledgling group of hard-working, dedicated
volunteers producing 2 to 3 shows per
year and has grown to two full-time theaters with 6 Mainstage shows, 4 youth
theater shows, 1 holiday show, a full
season of summer stock, daily theater
workshops and the summer teen camp.

Mesa Encore Theatre
1207 N. Country Club Drive
Mesa, AZ 85201
480-834-9500
www.mesaencoretheatre.com
Mesa Encore Theatre brings the fun and
excitement of live theatre to Mesa’s arts
scene, and is committed to contributing to
the community’s cultural experience. Since
1937, the MET has brought together
members of the community to act, sing,
stage manage, work back stage or front
of the house in a true celebration of the
“can do” spirit that community theatre is
all about.
Phoenix Theatre
100 E. McDowell Road
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-254-2151
www.phoenixtheatre.com
The oldest, continuously operated community
theatre in the United States, the Arizona
Theatre Company has been producing
comedies, dramas, musicals and children’s
theatre since 1920. The Phoenix Theatre

V
HQW
Y
(

I
R

U
HQGD
&DO


KH
W

Q
L

V
W
H
Q
X
DF
R
F
SO
W
V
H
N
'L
U


D
0

NHW
F
7L
H
&KDV



F
L
XV
0


H
U
W
7KHD



W
$U

H
'DQF



V
O
D
Y
L
W
V
H
)


HXPV
0XV

DQG
RQV

L
W
F
D
U
W
W
$

DO
XU
W
&XO

RQ
V
XF
7
R
U
0HW



[
L
Q
H
R
K
3

HD
HU
$U

W
HDW
RW
F
*U
HV
3U



I
I
D
W
V
J
D
)O

6KRZ8S
F
RP


$U
L
]RQD·
V

$GGU
HV
V

)RU

$U
W
V

DQG
&XO
W
XU
H
W W W. P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E . C O M

|

85

6* leisure PHX-NEW:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:06 PM

Page 86

L E I S U R E A N D R E C R E AT I O N

is considered an integral part of Arizona’s
arts community, providing entertainment
and educational opportunities to all
ages.
Major
programs
include
Mainstage, a professional theatre for
adult audiences, the Cookie Company,
a theatre group for youth and families,
and PT Connections, an off-site education
and outreach program.
Queen Creek Performing Arts Center
22149 Ocotillo Road
Queen Creek, AZ 85242
480-987-5964
qcpac.com
The Queen Creek Performing Arts Center
brings quality professional theatre to the
community through education outreach
and children’s theatre programs while
nurturing and developing emerging
talent. In addition to Queen Creek’s Main
Theatre series, the company also presents
a Family Theatre series and a Community
Theatre series, and offers spring and
summer theatre camps for children.
Stagebrush Theatre
7020 E. Second St.
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
480-990-7405
The Stagebrush Theatre is home to two
theatre companies: the Scottsdale
Community Players and the Greasepaint
Scottsdale Youtheatre. The Stagebrush
has been the permanent home of the
Scottsdale Community Theatre since it first
opened its doors in 1951. The Greasepaint
Scottsdale Youtheatre offers theatrical
training to children between the ages of
six to 18. Both programs provided a
means for artists and audience members
of all ages in the greater Scottsdale area
to connect through productions, workshops
and educational outreach programs.
Tempe Performing Arts Center
Tempe Little Theatre
700 W. Rio Salado Pkwy.
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-350-8388
www.tempelittletheatre.org
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Located in downtown Tempe, the Tempe
Little Theatre is an all-volunteer, non-profit
organization that has produced community
theatre productions in the East Valley for
more than 35 years. TLT offers a friendly,
professional environment in which to learn
more about theatre either on stage or
behind the scenes. The company’s all-volunteer cast and crew are known for their
high-quality productions that entertain and
benefit the entire community.

PERFORMANCE VENUES
Chandler Center for the Arts
250 N. Arizona Ave.
Chandler, AZ 85225
480-782-2680
www.chandlercenter.org
Since 1989, the Chandler Center for the
Arts has been committed to supporting
artistic excellence with many artistic
programs to challenge and entertain. The
Chandler Center for the Arts is a turntabledivisible auditorium allowing for seating
to be divided into three separate theaters:
Main Stage, the 350-seat Little Theatre
and the 250-seat Recital Hall. Shows
include a variety of performing artists and
entertainers, where for the past twenty
years, audiences have been delighted
with intimate performances of jazz, classical
and other special music events.
Cricket Wireless Pavilion
2121 N. 83rd Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85035
602-254-7599
Open year-round, the Cricket Wireless
Pavilion is an outdoor amphitheater with
8,000 seats under a pavilion roof, with
room for 12,000 more on its expansive
hillside. Large video screens broadcast
the onstage action that features everything
from Broadway musicals and concerts to
dance and comedy.
Evelyn Smith Music Theater
Arizona State University at Tempe
40 E. Gammage Parkway
Tempe, AZ 85282
480-965-2856
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The Evelyn Smith Music Theater hosts the
Lyric Opera Theater’s productions, plus
recitals, chamber groups and other guest
performances.
Grady Gammage Memorial
Auditorium
Arizona State University in Tempe
1200 S Forest Ave.
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-965-3434
www.asugammage.com
Designed by the world famous architect
Frank Lloyd Wright, the Grady
Gammage Memorial Auditorium is
considered by many to be the highlight
of ASU’s Tempe campus. Wright
designed the building to be as acoustically perfect as possible, ensuring that
each of the seats in the 3,000 seat
auditorium is a perfect one from which
to enjoy a performance. The Gammage
hosts many Broadway touring companies, as well as other performing arts
groups throughout the year, and is the
location for many university traditions
and special graduation celebrations at
the close of each semester. Constructed
in 1964, the building is named for Dr.
Grady Gammage, the legendary ASU
president who led Arizona State
College’s victorious campaign in the
state legislature for a name change to
Arizona State University in 1958.
Herberger Theater Center
222 E Monroe St
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-254-7399
www.herbergertheater.org
The Herberger Theater Center is a premier performance venue, arts incubator
and advocate, established in 1989 to
support and foster the growth of performing arts in Phoenix as a performance venue and arts incubator, the
Herberger Theater Center has contributed to the cultural and educational
development of the Valley. Each year,
approximately 175,000 patrons,
including 30,000 school-aged children
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Kerr Cultural Center
Arizona State University
6110 N. Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85253
480-596-2660
www.asukerr.com
An adobe concert hall in Scottsdale,
the Kerr Cultural Center hosts concerts,
jazz festivals and a wide array of entertainment.
Lyceum Theatre in the
Galvin Playhouse
Arizona State University in Tempe
901 S. Forest Mall
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-965-5337
www.asu.edu/tour/tempe/lyc.html
The Lyceum Theatre is home to the
School of Theatre and Film’s second
proscenium theatre performance space.
and provides an intimate theater space
perfect for hosting small professional
and student productions.
Orpheum Theatre
203 West Adams St.
Phoenix, AZ 85003
602-257-4300
www.friendsoftheorpheumtheatre.org
The Orpheum Theatre has been restored
to its former Art Deco glory as part of
Phoenix’s downtown revitalization, and
has played host to international ballet and
regional theatrical productions.

Orpheum Theatre Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

share the unique experience of live performing arts. The Herberger Theater
includes two separate theaters, Center
Stage and Stage West. Center Stage
has seating for 827, and is designed
in such a way that no seat is farther
than sixty-six feet from the stage. The
350-seat Stage West can be designed
to accommodate theater-in-the-round,
cabaret or traditional proscenium theater. Herberger Theater is home to the
Arizona Theater Company, Ballet
Arizona and Actors Theater of Phoenix
and is often used as a performance
space for touring productions.

Maricopa County Events Center
Arizona State University
19403 R.H. Johnson Blvd.
Sun City West, AZ 85375
623-975-1900
With 7,048 seats, the Maricopa County
Events Center is the largest single-level
theater in the country. The center hosts a
variety of shows, including concerts, musical theater, celebrity performances and
other cultural events.
Veteran’s Memorial Coliseum
1326 W. McDowell Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85007
602-252-6771
The Veterans Memorial Coliseum is a
14,870 seat multi-purpose indoor arena
facility featuring a unique, saddle-shaped
roof, and is located on the grounds of the
Arizona State Fair, and is frequently
referred to by Phoenix residents as simply
“The Coliseum.”
Wells Fargo Arena
600 E Veterans Way
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-965-3434
The Wells Fargo Arena is a multi-purpose
facility with 14,198 seats. Originally

known as the Arizona State University
Activity Center, the facility was renamed
after an $8 million refurbishing effort
sponsored by Wells Fargo Bank and
has hosted a variety of concerts and
events.

DANCE
Ballet Arizona
3645 E. Indian School Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85018
602-381-1096
www.balletaz.org
Ballet Arizona is one of Arizona’s largest
performing arts companies, and boasts
more than 250 students. The company’s
repertoire includes classical ballet as well
as new modern works featuring stunning
choreography. Ballet Arizona’s holiday
favorite, The Nutcracker, draws thousands for its annual performance.
Southwest Arts & Entertainment
2248 East Christy Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85032
602-482-6410
Southwest Dance attracts diverse music
and dance companies from around the
world, bringing a wealth of world cultures
to Arizona.
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Photo By William Hawkes Courtesy of the Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

has grown to include twelve teams
playing in seven cities throughout the
state during baseball training season.
Games are scheduled every day during
the month of March. See the Cactus
League Spring Training chart for more
details regarding teams and locations,
and visit the Cactus League website for
game information.

SPORTS AND
ATHLETICS
T

he Valley of the Sun offers a wide variety
of sports and recreational activities to
please everyone: couch potatoes, weekend
warriors, full-on athletes and die-hard fans
love the Phoenix sports scene. With yearround mild temperatures, getting up and
getting out has become a way of life.

BASKETBALL
Phoenix Suns
US Airways Center
201 E. Jefferson St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-379-7900
www.nba.com/suns
From a rocky start when the franchise
first began in 1968, the Phoenix Suns
have since assembled a top notch
roster that over the years has included
Shaquille O’Neal, Charles Barkley and
Steve Nash. The Phoenix Suns are part
of the Pacific Division of the Western
Conference in the National Basketball
Association.
The US Airways Center in downtown
Phoenix is the Home of the Phoenix
Suns’ NBA team. 602-379-7867. Part
of the new WNBA, the Phoenix
Mercury play from the end of June
through August.

Buy some peanuts and crackerjack,
and get in on the pro-baseball action
with the Arizona Diamondbacks when
they play in Chase Field. The Arizona
Diamondbacks franchise began in
1998, and had won their first World
Series in 2001, when the D-Backs
defeated the Yankees in seven games.

Phoenix Mercury
502 E. Monroe St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-252-9622
www.wnba.com
Named for the closest planet to the
sun, the Phoenix Mercury began in
1997 as one of the original teams of
the Women’s National Basketball
Association.

Cactus League Baseball
120 North Center Street
Mesa, AZ 85201
www.cactusleague.com
An Arizona springtime tradition for
more than 50 years, the Cactus League

Arizona State University Sun Devils
Wells Fargo Arena
600 E. Veterans Way
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-955-3482
thesundevils.cstv.com

SPECTATOR SPORTS
Baseball
Arizona Diamondbacks
401 E. Jefferson St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-514-8400
arizona.diamondbacks.mlb.com
88
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its current home at the University of
Phoenix Stadium in Glendale in 2006.

Put on that maroon and gold t-shirt, and
get out to the Wells Fargo Arena to
support the Arizona State Sun Devils as
both the men’s and women’s basketball
teams compete in the Pacific 10
Conference Division.

Arizona State University
Sun Devils
Sun Devils Stadium
500 E Veterans Way
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-727-0000
Get in on the Pacific 10 Conference
action with the Arizona State
University’s Sun Devils football team as
they compete in the NCAA Division I-A.
Home games are played in the Sun
Devils Stadium.

FOOTBALL
Arizona Cardinals
University of Phoenix Stadium
One Cardinals Drive
Glendale, AZ 85305
480-505-0533
www.azcardinals.com
The Arizona Cardinals are the oldest,
continuously operated pro sports
franchise (established in 1898!), and
are members of the Western Division of
the National Football Conference in
the National Football League. The
Cardinals hosted and won their first
NFC Championship game in 2009
against the Philadelphia Eagles, going
on to play in Super Bowl XLIII.
Tostitos Fiesta Bowl
University of Phoenix Stadium
One Cardinals Drive
Glendale, AZ 85305
480-350-0911
www.tostitosfiestabowl.com
Since 1971, college football teams have
competed in the Fiesta Bowl, originally
held in Tempe, Arizona before moving to

Arizona Rattlers – Arena Football
US Airways Center
201 E. Jefferson St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-379-2333
www.azrattlers.com
Now entering their 19th year, the
Arizona Rattlers are one of the premier
teams of the Arena Football League.
SOCCER
Arizona Sahuaros
Grand Canyon University Brazell Field
35611 N 14th St
Phoenix, AZ 85086
623 516-2133
www.azsahuaros.com
The Arizona Sahuaros are an outdoor

soccer club operating at the highest
amateur level of play, and are sanctioned by the United States Soccer
Federation. The Sahuaros play at the
Brazell Field on the campus of Grand
Canyon University from April to August.
HOCKEY
Phoenix Coyotes
Jobing.com Arena
9400 W. Maryland Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85305
480-563-7825
coyotes.nhl.com
Hockey fans can catch all the action
with the Phoenix Coyotes at Jobing.com
Arena, a multi-purpose sports and entertainment center. The Phoenix Coyotes
compete in the National Hockey
League.
HORSE RACING
Turf Paradise
1501 West Bell Road
Phoenix, AZ 85023
602-942-1101
www.turfparadise.com
September through May catch live
thoroughbred racing and betting on
simulcast races are featured at Turf
Paradise, one of the Southwest’s premier
racing facilities including a clubhouse,
dining and a picnic area complete
with a playground. In addition to the

CACTUS LEAGUE SPRING TRAINING
Surprise Stadium

623-594-5600

Kansas City Royals, Texas Rangers

Peoria Sports Complex

623-878-4337

San Diego Padres, Seattle Mariners

Maryvale Baseball Park

623-245-5500

Milwaukee Brewers

Scottsdale Stadium

480-990-7972

San Francisco Giants

Phoenix Municipal Stadium

602-392-0074

Oakland Athletics

Hohokam Park

480-964-4467

Chicago Cubs

Tempe Diablo Stadium

480-796-4250

Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim

Salt River Fields at Talking Stick

480-270-5000

Arizona Diamondbacks, Colorado Rockies

Camelback Ranch

623-302-5000

Chicago White Sox, Los Angeles Dodgers

Goodyear Ballpark

800-745-3000

Cinncinati Reds, Cleveland Indians
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BATTER UP!
PHOENIX’S CACTUS LEAGUE
Brings PRO BALL
Phoenix is a veritable nexus for Major League Baseball’s
(MLB) spring training program. Arizona’s temperate and dry
spring weather makes it prime real estate for pro teams to
come and prepare for the regular season and play exhibition
games. As such, the region has attracted MLB teams since
1908 when pro ball was less than 40 years old. Currently, the
region’s spring training season, which is known locally as the
Cactus League, generates more than $300 million in regional economic impact. It is also one of only two such “leagues”
in the United States, the other being the Grapefruit League in
Florida.
For Valley baseball fans, the Cactus League is the perfect way
to watch first hand the MLB teams and athletes they idolize
play the National Pastime without having to travel to the teams’ home cities or purchase high-cost regular season tickets. It
also means being immersed in the traditions of one of
America’s great athletic subcultures: the seventh inning
stretch, hotdogs, roasted peanuts and rally hats.
Fifteen MLB teams frequent the area, including Phoenix’s own
Arizona Daimondbacks, as well as the Chicago Cubs,
Colorado Rockies, Kansas City Royals, Los Angeles Dodgers,
Milwaukee Brewers, Oakland Athletics, San Diego Padres,
San Francisco Giants, Seattle Mariners, Texas Rangers,
Cleveland Indians, Chicago White Socks and Cincinnati
Reds. During the 2010 regular season, each one of these
teams placed fifth or better place in their respective divisions,
with two, the Texas Rangers and the San Francisco Giants,
going on to play in the 2010 World Series.
Recent improvements to the Phoenix area to handle the growing number of MLB teams playing in the Cactus League
include eight new stadiums and renovations to two more,
totaling more than $500 million. Cactus League venues are
dispersed throughout the Phoenix area, including Salt River
Fields at Talking Stick, HoHoKam Park, Camelback Ranch,
Goodyear Park, Surprise Stadium, Tempe Diablo Stadium,
Maryvale Baseball Park, Phoenix Municiple Stadium, Peoria
Sports Complex and Scottsdale Stadium.
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racing action, visitors can enjoy the
tranquil beauty of the track’s olive grove,
floral gardens, lakes and waterfall.
GREYHOUND RACING
Phoenix Greyhound Park
3801 East Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85034
602-273-7181
www.phoenixgreyhoundpark.com
Year-round racing can be enjoyed from
the climate-controlled comfort of the
glass-enclosed grandstand with a great
view of the action at the Phoenix
Greyhound Park. This track has
clubhouse dining and several lounges
where spectators can relax.
AUTO RACING
Firebird International Raceway
20000 Maricopa Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85226
602-268-0200
www.firebirdraceway.com
On most Friday nights, the sound of
drag racing, funny cars and jet dragsters can be heard at one or another of
the three tracks at Firebird International
Raceway. The Firebird International
Raceway hosts National Hot Rod
Association drag races.
Phoenix International Raceway
7602 South 115th Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85323
623-463-5613
www.phoenixintlraceway.com
The Phoenix International Raceway has
been described as the fastest one-mile
oval in the world, and is THE place to
be for excitement during the Indy Car
Races and NASCAR NEXTEL Cup held
every spring and fall.
GOLF AND TENNIS
FBR Open
Tournament Players Club
17020 North Hayden Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
602-870-0163
www.fbropen.com
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One of the top draw events of the year,
the FBR Open usually attracts 500,000
spectators annually in late January/
early February. The stadium course
located next to the Scottsdale Princess
Resort offers excellent opportunities for
catching the action, with pre-tournament
events including a celebrity shoot-out, a
junior golf clinic, and four Pro-Am
events.

Gene Autry Sports Complex
4125 E. McKellips Road, Mesa
602-644-2149

location of public, school and park
courts. Listed below are a few of the top
rated Tennis Centers in the Valley.

SOARING AND BALLOONING
Experience the thrill of soaring over
the desert and mountains in a glider
held up by the strong thermals that
form in the Valley of the Sun. Or, sip
champagne and enjoy the varied
scener y while leisurely drifting
across the Valley in a brightly colored hot air balloon.

Phoenix Tennis
6330 N. 21st Ave,
Phoenix
602-249-3712

FOR THE PARTICIPANT

Mt. View Tennis
1104 E. Grovers, Phoenix
602-534-2500

GOLF
The Valley of the Sun has more than
150 golf courses: some of the best in the
country. (See the golf course directory in
this section for more information.)

Kiwanis Park Tennis
6111 S. All-American Way,
Tempe
480-350-5201

TENNIS
Tennis is also a popular pastime with
over a thousand courts across the Valley.
Call area city parks department for the

Scottsdale Athletic Club
8225 E. Indian Bend Road,
Scottsdale
480-991-1571

Thunderbird Balloon Classic
Glendale Municipal Airport (GEU)
6801 N Glen Harbor Blvd
Glendale, AZ 85307
602-840-9005
www.glendaleaz.com
Held annually every October for the past
thirty years, the Thunderbird Balloon

GAMING AND CASINOS
Apache Gold Casino

Hwy. 70, 5 miles east of Globe, San Carlos

800-272-2438

Casino Arizona at Salt River

524 N. 92nd St., Scottsdale

480-850-7777

Casino Arizona at Talking Stick

9700 E. Indian Bend, Scottsdale

480-850-7777

Desert Diamond Casino

7350 S. Nogales Hwy., Tucson

520-294-7777

Desert Diamond II

1100 W. Pima Mine Road, Sahuarita

866-332-9467

Vee Quiva Casino-gila River

6443 N. Komatke Lane, Laveen

800-946-4452

Wild Horse Pass Casino-Gila River

5550 W. Wild Horse Pass, Chandler

800-946-4452

Hon Dah Casino

777 Highway 260, Pinetop

800-929-8744

Cliff Castle Casino

555 Middle Verde Road, Campe Verde

800-381-7568

Cocopah Casino

15136 S. Avenue B, Somerton

800-237-5687

Fort McDowell Casino

Fort McDowell Road & Hwy. 87, Fountain Hills

800-843-3678

Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino

15406 Maricopa Road, Maricopa

800-427-7247

Paradise Casino

540 Quechan Drive, Yuma

888-777-4946

Blue Water Casino

11222 Resort Drive, Parker

888-243-3360

Mazatzal Casino

Hwy. 87, Mile Marker #252, Payson

800-777-7529

Bucky’s Casino

1505 E. Hwy. 69, Prescott

800-756-8744

Yavapai Gaming Center

1505 E. Hwy. 69, Prescott

800-756-8744

Lone Butte Casino-Gila River

1200 S. 56th, Chandler

800-946-4452
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wave pool, a kiddie pool and a river
for rafting and tubing. In addition to the
fun on the water, three miniature golf
courses, bumper boats, race cars and
a video arcade with 220 games
provide a full day of amusement.

SWIMMING
Big Surf
1500 N. McClintock Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-947-2477
www.golfland.com
Although much of Arizona is considered arid or semi-arid, the Metro
Phoenix area has a 2.5-acre “ocean.”
Big Surf offers swimming, a 300-foot
twisting surf slide, a rampageous water
toboggan ride and rafting.
Waterworld Safari
4243 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85310
623-581-1947
www.golfland.com
One of Arizona’s largest water parks,
Waterworld Safari is situated on 20
acres. The tallest waterslide, the
Avalanche Slide, is an awe-inspiring
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Classic has been drawing more than
60,000 visitors to watch the best
ballooning has to offer.

6.5 stories tall. Visitors can also check
out is the Breaker Beach Wave Pool
and Tom Sawyer’s Landing.
Golfland/Sunsplash
155 W. Hampton Avenue
Mesa, AZ 85210
480-834-8319
www.golfland.com
Sunsplash is a twelve-acre family action
park featuring water slides, a giant
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Kiwanis Recreation Center
6111 S. All America Way
Tempe, AZ 85283
480-350-5777
Open year-round, the Kiwanis
Recreation Center has an indoor heated
wave pool with a giant water slide.
Tennis courts and a gymnasium are
also part of the complex.
Salt River Tubing and Recreation
Mesa, AZ
480-984-3305
www.saltwatertubing.com
To spend a relaxing day, enjoying the
sun and floating down the Salt River,
head for Salt River Tubing and Recreation
in Mesa. Tube rentals and shuttle bus
service are available in May.

6* leisure PHX-NEW:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:08 PM

Page 93

GOLF COURSES-PRIVATE
NAME

LOCATION

PHONE
NUMBER

HOLES/
PAR

WEBSITE

USGA RATING/
SLOPE

LENGTH IN
YARDS

Alta Mesa C. C.

Mesa

480-832-3257

www.altamesagolf.com

18/72

73.5/130

7,132

Ancala C. C.

Scottsdale

480-391-1000

www.ancalacc.com

18/72

73.6/152

6,841

Apache Wells C. C.

Mesa

480-830-4725

www.apachewellsgolfclub.com

18/71

67.9/114

6,038

Arizona C. C.

Phoenix

480-946-4565

www.azcountryclub.com

18/72

72.3/133

6,735

Arrowhead C. C.

Chandler

623-561-1902

www.eaglegolf.com

18/72

73.2/124

7,001

Briarwood C. C.

Sun City West

623-584-5301

www.briarwoodcc.com

18/72

71.5/128

6,576

Cottonwood C. C.

Sun Lakes

480-895-9449

www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com

18/72

71.7/129

6,737

Desert Forest G.C.

Carefree

480-488-3527

www.desertforestgolfclub.com

18/72

73.8/149

7,011

Desert Highlands G.C.

Scottsdale

480-585-7444

www.deserthighlandsscottsdale.com

18/72

73.9/151

7,072

Desert Mountain G.C.

Scottsdale

480-488-1363

www.desertmountain.com

18/72

73.9/137

7,211

Echo Mesa G.C.

Sun City West

623-544-6014

www.rcscw.com

18/60

60.6/95

4,145

Estancia Club

Scottsdale

480-473-4415

www.estanciaclub.com

18/72

73.7/137

7,146

FireRock C. C.

Fountain Hills

480-836-8100

www.firerockcc.com

18/72

72.9/134

6,984

Fountain of the Sun

Mesa

480-986-3128

www.fountainofthesun.org

18/62

60.2/93

4,224

Gainey Ranch Golf Club

Phoenix

480-483-2582

www.gaineyranchcc.com

9/36

Grandview G.C.

Sun City West

623-544-6013

www.suncitywestgolf.com/

18/72

Hillcrest G.C.

Sun City West

623-584-1500

www.hillcrestgolfclub.com

Leisure World C. C.

Mesa

480-832-0003

Mesa C. C.

Mesa

480-964-1797

Moon Valley C. C.

Phoenix

Palmbrook C. C.

3,376
72.0/128

6,775

72.7/126

7,002

18/73

69.2/115

6,434

www.mesacountryclub.com

18/72

70.7/125

6,594

602-942-1278

www.moonvalleycc.com

18/72

74.3/131

7,210

Sun City

623-977-8583

www.palmbrookgolf.com

18/72

70.2/122

6,529

Palo Verde C. C.

Sun Lakes

480-895-0300

www.cottonwoodpaloverde.com

18/62

59.7/94

4,060

Paradise Valley C. C.

Paradise Valley

602-840-8100

www.paradisevalleycc.com

18/72

72.0/132

6,802

Pebblebrook G.C.

Sun City West

623-547-6010

www.rcscw.com

18/72

70.1/119

6,460

Phoenix C. C.

Phoenix

602-263-5208

www.phoenixcc.org

18/71

72.0/130

6,500

Pinnacle Peak Golf & C. C.

Scottsdale

480-585-6992

www.pp-cc.com

18/72

73.5/136

7,030

Quail Run G.C. (SP)

Sun City

623-876-3035

www.sunaz.com

9/31

59.0/90

2,092

Red Mountain Ranch C. C.

Mesa

480-985-0285

www.rmrcc.com

18/72

73.8/144

6,797

Rio Verde C. C.

Rio Verde

480-471-9420

www.rioverdecc.com

18/71

69.7/117

6,464

Riverview G.C. (SP)

Sun City

623-876-3025

www.sunaz.com

18/72

71.7/118

6,729

Sheraton San Marcos C. C.

Chandler

480-963-6655

www.sanmarcosresort.com

18/72

70.0/117

6,541

Stardust G.C.

Sun City West

623-584-2916

www.rcscw.com

18/60

60.5/96

4,265

Sun City C. C.

Sun City

623-933-1353

www.subcitycountryclub.org

18/72

68.4/115

6,223

Sun City Lakes East (SP)

Sun City

623-876-3023

18/72

Sun City Lakes West (SP)

Sun City

623-876-3020

18/72

69.1/118

6,195

Sun City North G.C. (SP)

Sun City

623-876-3010

www.sunaz.com

18/72

70.0/116

6,434

Sun City South G.C. (SP)

Sun City

623-876-3015

www.sunaz.com

18/72

70.5/118

6,729

Sun Lakes C. C.

Chandler

480-895-5497

18/60

55.1/99

3,811

Tatum Ranch G.C.

Cave Creek

480-585-2399

www.tatumranchgc.com

18/72

71.8/127

6,856

Terravita

Scottsdale

480-488-7962

www.terravitascottsdale.org

18/72

74.4/139

7,186

Trail Ridge G.C.

Sun City West

623-544-6015

www.rcscw.com

18/72

71.3/127

6,618

Troon Golf & C. C.

Scottsdale

480-585-0540

www.trooncc.com

18/72

73.7/148

7,041

Union Hills C. C.

Sun City

623-977-4281

www.unionhillscc.com

18/72

72.4/129

6,827

Willowcreek G.C. (SP)

Sun City

623-876-3030

www.sunaz.com
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The 500 Club

Glendale

623-492-9500

www.the500club.com

18/72

71.5/121

6,867

Adobe Dam Family G.C.

Glendale

623-581-2800

www.adobedamfamilygolfcenter.com

9/31

45.0/86

1,757

Ahwatukee C. C. (SP)

Phoenix

480-893-1161

www.ahwatukeegc.com

18/72

71.5/126

6,713

Arizona Biltmore C. C. (R)

Phoenix

602-955-9655

www.azbiltmoregc.com

18/71

66.6/115

5,726

Arizona Golf Resort (R)

Mesa

480-832-1661

www.azgolfresort.com

18/71

71.2/124

6,574

ASU-Karsten G.C.

Tempe

480-921-8070

www.asukarsten.com

18/72

73.7/132

7,026

AZ Traditions G. C.

Surprise

623-584-4000

www.arizonatraditionsgolfclub.com

18/70

68.7/115

6,235

Bear Creek G. C.

Chandler

480-883-8200

www.bearcreekaz.com

18/71

72.1/120

6,832

Bellair Golf Course

Glendale

602-978-0330

18/59

28.1/90

3,493

The Boulders Club (R)

Carefree

480-488-9028

www.thebouldersclub.com

18/71

72.0/140

6,073

Camelback Golf Club

Scottsdale

480-596-7050

www.camelbackinn.com

18/72

71.1/125

6,868

Cave Creek Golf Course

Phoenix

602-866-8076

www.phoenix.gov/golf

18/72

71.1/122

6,876

Club West

Phoenix

480-460-4400

www.clubwestgolf.com

18/72

73.1/129

7,142

Continental Golf Course

Phoenix

480-941-1585

www.continentalgc.com

18/60

57.5/78

3,766

Coronado Golf Course

Scottsdale

480-947-8364

www.coronadogolfscottsdale.com

9/31

28.4/80

1,850

Coyote Lakes G. C.

Surprise

623-566-2323

www.coyotelakesgolfclub.com

18/71

69.2/117

6,159

Cimarron Golf Club

Surprise

623-975-5654

www.grandinfo.com

18/72

71.3/123

6,809

Desert Canyon Golf Club

Fountain Hills

480-837-1173

www.desertcanyongolf.com

18/71

69.9/126

6,415

Desert Sands Golf Course

Mesa

480-832-0210

www.desertsandsgc.com

18/65

58.9/89

4,029

Dobson Ranch Golf Course

Mesa

480-644-2291

www.dobsonranchgolfcourse.com

18/72

71.1/123

6,630

Dove Valley

Cave Creek

480-488-0009

www.dovevalleyranch.com

18/72

72.7/131

7,011

Eagle’s Nest Golf Club

Goodyear

623-935-6750

18/72

72.6/130

6,790

Encanto Nine Golf Course

Phoenix

602-262-6870

www.phoenix.gov/golf

9/30

29.0/79

1,730

Estrella Mountain G. C.

Goodyear

623-932-3714

www.estrella-golf.com

18/71

70.9/118

6,866

Dreamland Villa G. C.

Mesa

480-985-6591

www.dreamlandvilla.com

9/31

1,936

Encanto Park Golf Course

Phoenix

602-253-3963

www.phoenix.gov/golf

18/70

69.0/111

6,386

Fiesta Lakes Golf Course

Mesa

480-969-0377

9/29

35.0/113

1,503

Foothills Golf Club

Phoenix

480-460-4653

www.thefoothillsgc.com

18/72

73.2/132

6,968

Glen Lakes Golf Course

Glendale

623-939-7541

www.playglenlakesgolf.com

9/33

31.0/98

2,403

The G.C. at Eagle Mountain

Fountain Hills

480-816-1234

www.eaglemtn.com

18/71

71.7/139

6,800

Grayhawk Golf Club

Scottsdale

480-502-1800

www.grayhawkgolf.com

18/72

74.3/141

6,973

Ironwood C. C.

Chandler

480-895-0614

www.robson.com

18/67

64.1/99

5,500

Johnson Ranch Golf Club

Queen Creek

480-987-9800

www.johnsonranch.com

18/72

73.3/137

7,141

Ken McDonald Golf Course

Tempe

480-350-5250

www.tempegolf.net

18/72

71.5/125

6,743

Kierland Golf Club

Scottsdale

480-922-9283

www.kirlandgolf.com

27/108

10,452

Kokopelli Golf Resort (R)

Gilbert

480-926-3589

www.kokopelligc.com

18/72

72.2/132

6,716

Lakes At Ahwatukee G. C.

Phoenix

480-893-3004

18/60

62.6/99

4,019

The Lakes at Westbrook Village

Peoria

623-566-3439

www.westbrookvillagegolfclub.org

18/71

68.2/114

6,016

Las Colinas Golf Club

Queen Creek

480-987-3633

www.lascolinasgolfclub.com

18/71

70.7/122

6,655

Las Sendas Golf Club

Mesa

480-396-4000

www.lassendas.com

18/71

73.8/149

6,836

The Links at Queen Creek

Queen Creek

480-987-1910

www.linksqueencreekgolfclub.com

18/70

67.4/100

6,061

Lone Tree G. C.

Chandler

480-219-0830

www.lonetreegolf18.com

18/71

71.7/120

6,894

Longbow G. C.

Mesa

480-807-5400

www.longbowgolf.com

18/70

71.8/128

6,750

Legacy Golf Resort (R)

Phoenix

602-305-5550

www.legacygolfresort.com

18/72

72.1/128

6,816

Legend Trail Golf Club

Scottsdale

480-488-7434

www.legendtrailgc.com

18/72

72.3/135

6,845

Legends At Arrowhead

Glendale

623-561-1902

www.legendatarrowhead.com

18/72

73.0/129

7,005

Marriott’s Wildfire G.C. (R)

Phoenix

480-473-0205

www.wildfiregolf.com

18/71

71.2/125

6,846

Maryvale Golf Course

Phoenix

623-846-4022

www.phoenix.gov/golf

18/72

69.8/115

6,500
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McCormick Ranch Golf Club (R)

Scottsdale

480-948-0260

www.mccormickranchgolf.com

18/72

75.9/131

7,044

Mountain Shadows Golf Club

Scottsdale

480-951-5427

www.mountainshadowsgolf.com

18/56

56.9/87

3,081

Oakwood C. C.

Sun Lakes

480-895-1159

www.robson.com

9

Ocotillo Golf Club

Chandler

480-917-6660

www.ocotillogolf.com

18/36

Orange Tree Golf Club (R)

Scottsdale

480-948-3730

www.orangetree.com

18/72

71.4/122

6,762

Painted Mountain Golf Course

Mesa

480-832-0156

www.paintedmountaingolf.com

18/70

67.2/104

6,021

Palm Valley Golf Course

Goodyear

623-935-2500

www.palmvalleygolf.com

18/72

73.4/133

7,015

Palo Verde Golf Course

Phoenix

602-249-9930

www.phoenix.gov/golf

9/30

57.1/78

1,820

Papago Golf Course

Phoenix

602-275-8428

www.phoenix.gov/golf

18/72

73.3/132

7,068

Paradise Valley Park GC

Phoenix

602-992-7190

18/61

59.2/88

4,082

Pavilion Lakes Golf Club

Scottsdale

480-948-3370

18/71

70.1/120

6,515

Peoria Pines

Peoria

623-972-1364

www.peoriapines.com

18/63

59.4/88

4,292

The Phoenician Golf Club (R)

Scottsdale

480-423-2449

www.thephoenician.com

18/35

Pointe at Lookout Mountain (R)

Phoenix

602-866-6356

www.pointehilton.com

18/72

71.2/135

6,617

Rancho Mañana Golf Club (R)

Cave Creek

480-488-0398

www.ranchomanana.com

18/70

67.8/125

6,004

The Raven G.C. at S. Mountain

Phoenix

602-243-3636

www.theravensouthmoountain.com

18/72

73.3/130

7,078

Rio Salado Golf Course

Tempe

480-990-1233

www.allgolf.com

9/34

61.6/105

2,358

Riverview Golf Course

Mesa

480-644-3515

riverviewgolfcourse.com/Home.aspx

9/36

35.0/114

3,200

Rolling Hills Golf Course

Tempe

480-350-5275

www.tempegolf.net

18/62

58.9/93

3,828

Royal Palms Golf Course

Mesa

480-964-1709

9/30

26.1/98

1,453

Sanctuary G. C.

Scottsdale

480-502-8200

www.sanctuarygolf.com

18/71

71.7/135

6,624

Scottsdale Silverado

Scottsdale

480-778-0100

www.scottsdalesilveradogolfclub.com

18/70

73.7/119

6,313

Shalimar Golf Course

Tempe

480-838-0488

www.shalimarcountryclub.com

9/33

61.7/95

2,417

Sheraton San Marcos C. C. (R)

Chandler

480-963-3358

www.sanmarcosresort.com

18/72

70.0/117

6,541

Starfire C. C. at Scottsdale

Scottsdale

480-948-6000

www.starfiregolfglub.com

18/35

SunBird Golf Resort (R)

Chandler

480-883-0820

Sunland Village Golf Club

Mesa

480-832-3691

Sunland Village East Golf Club

Mesa

480-986-4079

SunRidge Canyon G.C.

Fountain Hills

480-837-5100

Sun Village Resort & Golf Club

Surprise

Superstition Springs Golf Club

Mesa

Tonto Verde Golf Club

3,497

2,559

3,021

18/66

61.3/96

4,350

18/62

56.5/80

3,623

18/62

56.6/80

3,579

www.sunridgegolf.com

18/71

73.4/140

6,823

623-584-5774

www.sunvillage.org

18/54

50.8/64

2,019

480-985-5622

www.superstitionspringsgc.com

18/72

74.1/135

7,005

Rio Verde

480-471-2710

www.tontoverde.org

18/72

71.8/133

6,744

Talking Stick G.C.

Scottsdale

480-860-2221

www.talkingstickgolfclub.com

18/70

73.8/125

7,133

Toka Sticks Golf Course

Mesa

480-988-9405

www.tokasticksgolf.com

18/72

71.1/119

6,685

TPC of Scottsdale

Scottsdale

480-585-4334

www.tpc.com/scottsdale/

18/72

71.0/124

7,100

Trilogy GC

Gilbert

480-988-0004

www.trilogygolfclub.com

18/71

71.5/126

6,730

Troon North G. C.

Scottsdale

480-585-5300

www.troonnorthgolf.com

18/72

73.4/137

7,070

Viewpoint Golf Resort (R)

Mesa

480-373-5555

www.viewpointgolfresort.com

18/71

68.8/116

6,224

Villa Monterey Golf Course

Scottsdale

480-990-7100

9/30

56.7/86

2,035

Villa de Paz Golf Course

Phoenix

623-877-1172

www.villadepazgolf.com

18/72

68.6/114

6,140

Vistal Golf Club

Phoenix

602-305-7755

www.vistalgolfclub.com

18/71

72.6/126

7,013

Vista Verde Golf Course

Rio Verde

800-898-5768

www.theverdes.com

18/72

The Vistas Golf Club

Peoria

623-566-1633

www.westbrookvillagegolfclub.org

18/72

70.3/121

6,544

We Ko Pa Golf Course

Fountain Hills

480-836-9000

www.wekopa.com

18/72

72.5/130

7,225

Western Skies Golf Club

Gilbert

480-545-8542

www.westernskiesgolf.com

18/72

70.3/123

6,744

Whirlwind G. C.

Chandler

480-940-1500

www.whirlwindgolf.com

18/72

72.8/131

7,017

Wigwam Golf Resort (R)

Litchfield Park

623-536-9227

www.wigwamresort.com

18/72

74.1/133

7,600

www.sunlandvillagegolf.com

7,219
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Papago Park Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

PARKS AND
RECREATION

NATIONAL PARKS AND
MONUMENTS
The Grand Canyon is in the northern part
of the state and fifteen other national
monuments are scattered throughout the
state. Plus, there are over 14.6 million
acres of national forests, parks and
recreation areas.
Canyon de Chelly National Monument
is near Chinle on the Navajo
Reservation. Five periods of Indian
culture are represented in these fascinating
cliff dwellers’ ruins situated within red
sandstone walls. From Phoenix: 313
miles northeast. From Tucson: 429 miles
northeast. 928-674-5500.
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
is off AZ 87 near Coolidge. A four-story
structure, built by the Hohokam Indians
over 650 years ago, represents the best of
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Hohokam architecture. Village sites and
irrigation canals are evident. From
Phoenix: 50 miles southeast. From Tucson:
70 miles northwest. 520-723-3172.
Chiricahua National Monument, I-10 to
AZ 186, features the “Wonderland of
Rocks” – giant formations carved by nature
from volcanic rock. This is land once
controlled by Apaches under Cochise.
From Phoenix: 228 miles southeast. From
Tucson: 115 miles east. 520-824-3560
ext. 302.
The Grand Canyon National Park and
Monument is one of the seven wonders
of the world and is absolutely breathtaking.
The Colorado River runs through the
canyon which is 277 miles long and
averages 10 miles in width. The South
Rim is open year-round while heavy
snows close the North Rim during late
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October until mid-May. There are numerous
nature trails and viewing points plus
the Tusayan Ruin and Museum (a small
prehistoric pueblo), the Yavapai Museum
which offers regional, geological
exhibits, and the Visitor Center. From
Phoenix: 225 miles north. From Tucson:
341 miles north. 928-638-7888
Marble Canyon National Monument is
on the Colorado River and has nearly
vertical walls, some 3,000 feet high.
From Phoenix: 270 miles north. From
Tucson 386 miles north. 928-638-7888
Montezuma Castle National Monument,
off I-17, is a five-story cliff dwelling with
20 rooms, built by the Sinagua Indians in
the thirteenth century. It is considered to
be one of the best preserved dwellings of
its kind in the country. A Visitor Center
displays artifacts found in the area. From
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Phoenix: 110 miles north. From Tucson:
226 miles north. 928-567-3322
Navajo National Monument, off US
160, is the site of the largest of Arizona’s
cliff dwellings which are the remains of
the Anasazi Indian Culture from the thirteenth century. Located on the Navajo
Reservation, the most accessible ruin –
Betatakin – had 150 rooms. From
Phoenix: 280 miles northeast. From
Tucson: 396 miles north. 928-672-2700
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
is off AZ 85. This section of the Sonoran
Desert is the primary location of the organ
pipe cactus. Other varieties of cactus and
desert plants also contribute to the beauty
of this monument. From Phoenix: 125
miles southwest. From Tucson: 120 miles
west. 520-387-6849
Petrified Forest National Park, off I-40,
has the largest concentration of colorful
petrified wood. There are five separate
areas within the park for viewing the
agatized wood. Special points of interest
are: Agate Bridge – a petrified log that
spans
a
forty-foot-wide
ravine;
Newspaper Rock – bears Indian petroglyphs; Puerco Ruin – remains of an
Anasazi pueblo; and Rainbow Forest
Museum – contains polished petrified
wood, crystals, minerals and fossils plus
exhibits about the forest. A drive through
the park offers scenic overlooks to view
the Painted Desert – an area of sand
and stone that displays colors at various
elevations. From Phoenix: 217 miles
northeast. From Tucson: 270 miles north.
928-524-3567
Pipe Spring National Monument is on
the Kaibab-Pauite Indian Reservation
off AZ 389. A preserved, 1870s
Mormon fort and other structures can
be found here. Costumed personnel
reenact western nineteenth-century living.
From Phoenix: 355 miles northwest.
From Tucson: 471 miles northwest.
928-643-7105

Saguaro National Monument comprises
two areas – The Rincon Mountain District
east of Tucson and the Tucson Mountain
Unit west of Tucson. Over 54,000 acres
are covered with stands of saguaro cacti.
This area is beautiful in April and May
when the cacti bloom. A Visitor Center
contains plant and animal exhibits. From
Phoenix: 120 miles southeast. From
Tucson: 13 miles west. 520-733-5153
Sunset Crater National Monument, off
US 89, is a volcanic cone – 1,000 feet
high with shades of red, orange and
yellow cinders leading to its summit –
resembling a sunset. From Phoenix: 162
miles north. From Tucson: 278 miles
north. 928-526-0502
Tonto National Monument, off AZ 88, is
a fourteenth-century Salado Indian
pueblo, visible from the Visitor Center.
This two-story cliff dwelling is well preserved and a second forty-room dwelling
is also accessible by a ranger conducted
tour. From Phoenix: 80 miles east. From
Tucson: 133 miles north. 928-476-2241
Tumacacori National Monument, off I-19,
was once a Pima Indian village which
became a Spanish mission in 1697
when Jesuit Father Kino arrived. The ruins
of a massive adobe church which was
never completed are here, along with a
museum. From Phoenix: 160 miles
southeast. From Tucson: 42 miles south.
520-398-2341
Tuzigoot National Monument is north off
AZ 279. The ruins of a 110-room pueblo
are situated here on top of a barren knoll.
The Visitor Center displays the artifacts
excavated from the site. From Phoenix:
106 miles north. From Tucson: 222 miles
north. 928-634-5564
Walnut Canyon National Monument is
north off I-40. More than 300 Sinagua
Indian cliff dwelling ruins from 1120 AD
are on ledges in a 400-foot-deep gorge.
These single-family dwellings are visible

from the Visitor Center and a self-guiding
trail leads past twenty five of them. From
Phoenix: 155 miles north. From Tucson:
271 miles north. 928-526-3367
Wupatki National Monument is north off
US 89. Hundreds of ruins, from the
eleventh to the thirteenth centuries, are
located in this large settlement built by
ancestors of the Hopi Indians. The area
was a farming community and was one
of the most densely populated areas of
northern Arizona. Self-guiding trails run
through this 35,693-acre monument.
From Phoenix: 180 miles north. From
Tucson: 296 miles north. 928-679-2349

ARIZONA STATE PARKS
Arizona’s parks feature everything from
swimming, fishing and boating to camping
and picnicking, and from prehistoric
Indian writings and century-old military
posts to beautiful desert scenery.
HISTORICAL PARKS
Fort Verde State Historic Park is in
Camp Verde, on I-17. Three furnished
officers’ quarters and the administration
building of this fort along with historical
military exhibits are on view. From
Phoenix: 92 miles north. From Tucson:
208 miles north. 520-567-3275
Yuma Territorial Prison State Historic
Park is in the city of Yuma, off I-8.
From 1876 to 1909 this historic
prison housed some of the West’s
worst criminals. Strap iron cells,
crude bunk beds, ball and chains,
and the “hole” can be viewed inside
the prison along with displays of the
criminals’ histories. From Phoenix:
181 miles southwest. From Tucson:
237 miles west. 928-783-4771.
Tombstone Courthouse State Historic
Park is in the town of Tombstone, off
US 80. Built in 1882, during the wild
west days of Wyatt Earp and Doc
Holliday and surrounded by saloons,
the O.K. Corral and Boot Hill, the
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courthouse is now a museum exhibiting
artifacts of Tombstone’s lively past.
From Phoenix: 185 miles southeast.
From Tucson: 73 miles southeast. 520457-3311.
Jerome State Historic Park is off US
89A in Jerome, a one-time copper
mining town which has been restored.
The park museum was a mansion
designed to house visiting mine officials.
Antique mining equipment and
exhibits, as well as the mansion, are on
view. From Phoenix: 110 miles north. From
Tucson: 226 miles north. 928-634-5381
Riordan Mission State Historic Park is
in Flagstaff at 1300 Riordan Ranch
Street. This lavish 40-room mansion
was home to the Riordan brothers,
lumber and railroad tycoons. Original
furnishings, period antiques and
personal family items can be viewed
during a guided tour. From Phoenix:
145 miles north. From Tucson: 261
miles north. 928-779-4395.

Catalina State Park is at the base of the
Catalina Mountains, on US 89. With
5,511 acres, this park is the third largest
in the state and has campgrounds and
picnic areas. A special birding trail for
viewing over 150 species runs through
the park. From Phoenix: 119 miles southeast. From Tucson: 12 miles north. 520628-5797
Picacho Peak State Park, on I-10, is
the site of Arizona’s only Civil War
battle. The peak can be seen 40 miles
in any direction. There are picnic and
camping facilities. From Phoenix: 80
miles south. From Tucson: 38 miles
northwest. 520-466-3183
EDUCATIONAL PARKS
Boyce Thompson Southwestern
Arboretum, on US 60, has self-guided
tours on trails through 420 acres of a
variety of semi-desert plants collected

Tubac Presidio State Historic Park is
in Tubac, off I-19. In 1752, the
Spaniards established a presidio (fort)
and mission in Tubac. The park encompasses the old presidio site and
features a restored 1880 schoolhouse, Indian and Spanish artifacts
and an underground exhibit of the fort’s
foundation. From Phoenix: 156 miles
southeast. From Tucson: 45 miles south.
520-398-2252.
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from around the world. A Visitor Center
and two greenhouses are available.
Also, there is a large picnic area. From
Phoenix: 65 miles east. From Tucson:
84 miles north. 520-689-2723
Homolovi Ruins State Park is off I-40
near Winslow. The name means “place
of the mounds.” This area is one of the
last prehistoric stopping places of the
Hopi Indians. There are a series of six
archaeological sites forming the focus of
this unique park. Educational research
tours are available. From Phoenix: 206
miles northeast. From Tucson: 322 miles
north. 928-289-4106
Oracle State Park is off the old Mt.
Lemmon Road. Set within the foothills of
the Santa Catalina Mountains, this
wildlife refuge is an environmental education center open to accredited educational groups for nature study, bird
watching, hiking and picnicking. From
Phoenix: 110 miles southeast. From
Tucson: 6 miles north. 520-896-2425
Red Rock State Park is off Red Rock
Loop Road near Sedona. It sits next to
Oak Creek among red cliffs and is a
photographer’s delight. From Phoenix:
120 miles north. From Tucson: 236
miles north. 928-282-6907

Red Rock State Park Courtesy of the Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

McFarland Historical State Park is in
Florence, off US 89 and AZ 287.
Named after former U.S. Senator,
Arizona Governor and State Supreme
Court Justice Ernest W. McFarland, the
park features the first Pinal County
courthouse which was later used as a
hospital. Displays include a replica
courtroom, hospital artifacts and historical exhibits. From Phoenix: 65 miles
southeast. From Tucson: 67 miles
northwest. 520-868-5216.

DESERT PARKS
Lost Dutchman State Park is at the base
of the Superstition Mountains, on AZ 88,
the Apache Trail. The park serves as a
base for campers and hikers who are
exploring the mountains – the site of the
supposed Lost Dutchman gold mine. From
Phoenix: 36 miles east. From Tucson:
100 miles north. 480-982-4485.
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Kartchner Caverns State Park is located
off I-10 near Benson. Tours of the
2.5-mile-long, beautiful cavern are
available. From Phoenix: 160 miles
southeast. From Tucson: 46 miles southeast. 520-586-2283
WATER BASED PARKS
Dead Horse Ranch State Park, off US
89A, is set in the Verde Valley. There is
camping, picnicking, fishing and
canoeing. From Phoenix: 90 miles
north. From Tucson: 206 miles north.
928-634-5283
Slide Rock State Park, off US 89A,
is located in Oak Creek Canyon. A
natural water slide provides plenty of
entertainment. Picnicking, fishing and
just relaxing are favorite pastimes
here. From Phoenix: 125 miles north.
From Tucson: 241 miles north. 928282-3034
Buckskin Mountain State Park is just
north of Parker on AZ 95 and is on the
Colorado River. Waterfront cabanas,
tent sites and trailer areas are available
at this popular park for water sports
and fishing. Hiking trails wind into the
Buckskin range and provide panoramic
overlooks. From Phoenix: 169 miles
northwest. From Tucson: 285 miles
northwest. 928-855-2784
Lake Havasu State Park has two recreational areas. Cattail Cove is on AZ
95 and Windsor Beach is in Lake
Havasu City. Lake Havasu was formed
by Parker Dam and is forty-five miles
long offering plenty of space for all
water sports. Both areas have quiet
campsites, some only accessible by
boat, and the fishing is excellent. The
London Bridge is alive and well in Lake
Havasu. From Phoenix: Cattail Cove –
190 miles northwest; Windsor Beach –
105 miles northwest. From Tucson:
Cattail Cove – 306 miles northwest;
Windsor Beach – 221 miles northwest.
928-855-2784

Roper Lake State Park is one-half
mile off US 191 near Safford.
Located at the foot of Mt. Graham,
the park has camping and picnicking
facilities. The lake is stocked seasonally
and is off limits to gasoline-powered
boats. From Phoenix: 170 miles
southeast. From Tucson: 128 miles
northeast. 520-428-6760
Painted Rocks State Park is off I-8 on
Painted Rock Road. There are two
diverse areas – one historic, one lake.
In the historic part, an outstanding collection of rocks covered with ancient
Indian writings known as petroglyphs
can be viewed. Most water activities,
as well as bird watching, are available
at the lake area. Both units have campgrounds, shelters and picnic areas.
From Phoenix: 91 miles southwest.
From Tucson: 125 miles northwest.
406-542-5500
Lyman Lake State Park is off US 191
near St. Johns in the plateau country.
A 1,500-acre lake, at an elevation of
over 6,000 feet, offers boating,
canoeing, swimming and fishing.
Hiking, rockhounding and camping
are also popular activities. From
Phoenix: 225 miles northeast. From

Tucson: 260 miles northeast. 928337-4441
Patagonia Lake State Park, off AZ
82, is situated in the hills of the
Sonoita Creek area. The park features
modern campsites and good fishing –
the lake is stocked with trout, but also
has bass, bluegill, catfish and crappie. Swimming, a beach marina,
launching ramp and boat rentals are
also here. From Phoenix: 175 miles
southeast. From Tucson: 59 miles
south. 520-287-6965
Alamo Lake State Park is on
Cummingham Pass Road off US 60 at
Wenden. Camping, swimming, boating,
hiking, canoeing and bass fishing can
be enjoyed at this large reservoir set
on 5,642 acres. There are 400
campsites, a trailer park, amphitheater, picnic area and two boat ramps.
From Phoenix: 140 miles northwest.
From Tucson: 256 miles northwest.
928-669-2088

CITY PARKS
Every community in the area is enhanced
by lovely municipal parks. While too
numerous to list, there are some unique
parks that bear mentioning.
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The city of Phoenix maintains beautiful
mountain parks. South Mountain Park/
Preserve, the world’s largest municipal
park, contains 16,500 acres of vast,
rugged mountain range. Historic and
archaeological sites have been preserved and can be seen throughout the
park. Some of the features include:
Hidden Valley which can be entered
through Fat Man’s Pass, a fissure in rock
which has been worn smooth by winds,
or through the Natural Tunnel; the
Chinese Wall, a large natural formation
of rock resembling the Great Wall of
China; and Dobbins Look-out which
offers spectacular views of the city.
There are also large picnic ramadas
that can be reserved. 10919 S. Central
Avenue, Phoenix. 602-495-0222.
Phoenix Mountains Preserve covers over
7,000 acres and has three recreation
areas: Dreamy Draw, North Mountain
and Piestewa Peak, all with tables and
grills. Some of the areas can be reserved.

Programs of desert awareness, guided
nature hikes, outdoor survival workshops
and horseback trail rides are available.
Entrance off Peoria Avenue in Phoenix.
602-390-6806.
The Margaret T. Hance Park is a 29acre deck park located on top of the I-10
tunnel between 3rd Street and 3rd
Avenue near downtown Phoenix. Grills,
ramadas, a playground, a sand volleyball court, a natural amphitheater and
a plaza with fountains are in place.
602-534-2406.
McDowell Mountain Regional Park, a
21,000-acre park is nestled in the Verde
River Basin along the western boundary
of the McDowell mountain range.
Elevations rise to 3,000 feet, and provide
over 50 miles of trail views of the surrounding mountain ranges, Visitors will
likely see birds, coyotes, javelina and
deer on a stroll through the park. For
information on camping, hiking, biking,

horseback riding and picnicking, call
480-471-0173.
White Tank Mountain Regional Park,
has eleven archeological sites, occupied
by the Hohokam Indians during the time
period A.D. 200-1100. Ancient Arizonans
account for symbols and figures on the
rock faces of the White Tank Mts. The
largest group of rock art panels can be
seen along the Waterfall Canyon Trail at
“Petroglyph Plaza”. Later, the Yavapai
occupied the rugged mountains area for
long periods of time with sizeable
populations. To receive more information
on visiting this historic park and enjoy its
many activities. 623-935-2505.
North Mountain Preserve, elevation
2,104 feet, with its number of closed
mining shafts and pits, is evidence of the
history of copper mining in Arizona. This
area served as a campground for the
Phoenix Indian School’s pupils and their
families.
More than 300 species of plant life are
found in this preserve and the fauna is
typical of the lower Sonoran ecosystem.
Contact the North Mountain Visitor
Center for trail maps and group tour
information. 602-495-5540

Papago Park Courtesy of the City of Phoenix

Papago Park is another city of Phoenix
park. This 1200-acre park is the site of
the zoo, a botanical garden, museums
and a golf course. There are numerous
picnic sites with ramadas, tables and
grills. Also, two of Phoenix’ landmarks are
here: Hole-In-The-Rock, a natural geologic
formation, and Hunt’s Tomb, a white
pyramid burial place of Arizona’s first
governor. Van Buren Street and Galvin
Parkway. 602-256-3220.
One of Tempe’s city parks is the 443-acre
Tempe Papago Park. There are ramadas,
tables, grills, a lighted softball field, a
volleyball court, a lagoon plus a handicapped playground. College Avenue and
Curry Road. 480-350-5200.
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JANUARY
Barrett-Jackson Antique Auto Auction
Westworld of Scottsdale • 480-663-6697 • www.barrett-jackson.com/events/scottsdale/
Six days of high energy auctions featuring vintage and rare cars. Begun in 1971 in
Scottsdale and celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2011, Barrett-Jackson Auction Company
specializes in providing products and services to collector car owners, astute collectors and
automotive enthusiasts worldwide. Named one of the top 100 “World’s Most Ethical
Companies” by Ethisphere Magazine in 2010, Barrett-Jackson produces “The World’s
Greatest Collector Car Auctions.”
Tostitos Fiesta Bowl
University of Phoenix Stadium • 480-350-0911 • www.fiestabowl.org
The Fiesta Bowl recently celebrated 40 years hosting the top college football teams
of the Big 12 Conference, and is commonly regarded as one of the top bowl games
in the nation.
PF Chang’s Rock’n’Roll Arizona Marathon & 1/2 Marathon
Phoenix, Scottsdale and Tempe • 800-311-1255 • http://arizona.competitor.com
More than 30,000 runners participated in 2011 Rock’n’Roll Arizona Marathon. The following rock concert was headlined by hit band Vertical Horizon.

FEBRUARY
PGA Waste Management Phoenix Open
TPC Scottsdale • 602-870-0163 • www.wastemanagementphoenixopen.com
Hosted by the Phoenix Thunderbirds, PGA’s WM Phoenix Open marked its 76th event play
in 2011, making it one of the five oldest non-championship events on the PGA tour. The
2011 WM Phoenix Open champion was Mark Wilson.
World Golf Championships—Accenture Match Play Championship
Ritz-Carlton GC, Dove Mountain, Marana • 520-571-0400 • www.worldgolfchampionships.com
First launched in 1999 and held in Carlsbad, Calif., the Accenture Match Play
Championship moved to sunny Marana, Ariz., just an hour south of Phoenix, in 2007. Now
played at the Ritz-Carlton Dove Mountain, past winners since moving have included Henrik
Stenson, Tiger Woods, Geoff Ogilvy and Ian Poulter.
Arizona Renaissance Festival
12601 East Highway 60 • 520-463-2700 • www.royalfaires.com/arizona/
Relive days gone past at the Arizona Renaissance Festival. This Festival transports visitors to
an European-style country fair filled with an agreeable rabble of knights, rogues, royalty and
craftsmen, all roaming throughout a 30-acre, charm-filled village with 200 quaint shops, 12
stages of non-stop entertainment, an arena for full-contact armored jousting, kitchens, pubs
and people-powered games and rides.
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MARCH
Cactus League Baseball
Various Venues • 480-270-5000 • www.cactusleague.com
For decades, Arizona has hosted Major League Baseball spring training promising an
incredible month of sunshine, scenic beauty and warm hospitality paired with America’s
favorite pastime.
Circle K Tempe Music Festival
Tempe • 480-970-3378 • www.tempemusicfestival.com
This annual event features local and nationally acclaimed bands together for two days of
live music with food vendors and more on the shores of Tempe Town Lake.
Fountain Hills Fine Art & Wine Affaire
Fountain Hills • 480-837-5637 • www.thunderbirdartists.com/festivals.htm
Presented by Thunderbird Artists and the Sunset Kiwanis of Fountain Hills, the Fountain Hills
Fine Art & Wine Affaire is three days of fine art, fine wine and fine musical entertainment.

APRIL
Arizona Asian Festival
Mesa • www.aaaa-az.org
This festival—which is free and open to the public features ethnic cuisine, arts and crafts,
and such diverse entertainment as martial arts demonstrations, cultural dances and music
from nearly a dozen Asian countries.
Maricopa County Home Shows
Various Venues • 602-485-1691 • www.maricopacountyhomeshows.com
These events show the latest and greatest in home improvement. The largest home shows
in the state, they have helped the industry thrive for the past 19 years.
Scottsdale Culinary Festival
Scottsdale • 480-945-7193 • www.scottsdaleculinaryfestival.org
First begun in 1978, the Scottsdale Culinary Festival is a fabulous opportunity
for expanding one’s culinary horizons, and also a way to give back to local arts programs
and the community at large.

MAY
Arizona Special Olympics Summer Games
Various Venues • 602-230-1200 • www.specialolympicsarizona.org
Special Olympics Arizona is made up of passionate, committed individuals from every walk
of life, who recognize the value and unique gifts of people with intellectual disabilities. And
who, together, share the common belief in dignity, equality and opportunity for ALL people.

102

|

P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2

6* leisure PHX-NEW:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:12 PM

Page 103

METRO PHOENIX IN EVERY SEASON
MAY (CONTINUED)
Queen Creek Peach Festival
Queen Creek • 480-987-3100 • www.peachfestival.net
This annual event, which is free to the public, affords attendees to pick their own peaches, and
hosts such activities as a sampling tents, a peach-themed breakfast and a pie-eating contest.
Cinco de Mayo
Various Venues
This special event, which is a national holiday in Mexico but also is celebrated through the
southwestern United States, commemorates the Battle of Pueblo when, on May 5, 1862,
Mexican army units defeated a French army twice their size. Independent special events
are conducted on and around May 5 every year throughout the region.

JUNE
Grand Canyon State Games
Tempe • 480-517-9700 • www.gcsg.org
The Grand Canyon State Games is a multi-sport Olympic Festival for Arizona amateur athletes of all ages and abilities. The Games is organized by the Arizona Sports Council and
is affiliated with 47 other state games throughout the United States. It is sanctioned by the
U.S. Olympic Committee through the National Congress of State Games. The Games seeks
to provide Arizonans with an avenue for personal development through sports. In 2010,
over 30,000 Arizonans participated.
Downtown Chandler Art Walk
Chandler • www.downtownchandlerartwalk.com
The Art Walk is a monthly event that provides a fun family atmosphere where you can browse the
many different types of art available from our talented artists. It’s a great opportunity to visit all of
the unique establishments in downtown Chandler and hear live music from local talent.

JULY
Mighty Mud Mania
Scottsdale • 480-312-2771 • www.scottsdaleaz.gov/MightyMudMania
Mighty Mud Mania has been held since then as the culminating activity of all the Scottsdale
Parks and Recreation summer programs.
Freedom Wireless Phoenix Fourth
Phoenix • www.phoenix.gov/PARKS/jlymain.html
Phoenix’s premier Independence Day family event, it will feature great local entertainment,
a giant misting area to cool off, inflatable rides, three stages of entertainment, a Classic Car
exhibit and one of the biggest fireworks displays in the state! Festivalgoers also can enjoy
food and beverage vendors.
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AUGUST
Arizona Home & Building Expo
Phoenix • 602-277-6045 • http://azbigmedia.com/hbe/arizona-home-building-expo
Arizona’s longest running home and building expo, the two-day event features countless
home-related items, such as kitchen amenities, outdoor products, pools, flooring, solar and
more.
Arizona Cardinals Football
Glendale • 602-379-0102 • www.azcardinals.com
August marks the beginning of preseason for the Arizona Cardinals NFL football team.
Home games are played at University of Phoenix Stadium.

SEPTEMBER
CopperCon
Avondale • www.casfs.org/cucon/
For fans of science fiction, fantasy and horror media, as well as hard and speculative science, the CopperCon science fiction convention is the premiere meeting place.
Ballet Under the Stars
Various Venues • 602-381-1096 • www.balletaz.org
Free and open to the public, Ballet Under the Stars allows Arizonans to enjoy dance in a
unique outdoor setting complete with a stage, lighting, costumes and beautiful Arizona
weather.
Arizona Fall Frenzy
Tempe Beach Park • www.arizonafallfrenzy.com
A three-day event featuring premiere recording artists and musical acts, food vendors and
more.

OCTOBER
Arizona State Fair
State Fairgrounds • 602-252-6771 • www.azstatefair.com
First envisioned in 1884, hundreds of thousands of residents from across the state now flock
to the fair each year to enjoy its foods, exhibits, and entertainment.
Mesa Storytelling Festival
Mesa • 480-644-6500 • www.mesaartscenter.com
The Mesa Storytelling Festival is considered one of the best in the country. Fun for
the whole family, two-day Festival celebrates the art of storytelling, a love of reading and the power of imagination through outdoor storytelling concerts and storytelling workshops.
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OCTOBER (CONTINUED)
Scottsdale Cycling Festival
Scottsdale • 480-538-2541 • www.scottsdalecyclingfestival.com
This event includes the Criterium at DC Ranch and El Tour de Scottsdale, and hosts hundreds
of professional and amateur cycling enthusiasts from around the world.

NOVEMBER
Arizona International Car Show
Phoenix • 717-671-4300 • www.motortrendautoshows.com/phoenix/
A display of new-model cars from around the world. Hosted at the Phoenix Convention Center.
Fantasy of Lights
Tempe • www.millavenue.com
The Fantasy of Lights is held every year to celebrate the coming holiday season. Festivities
include a parade, a tree lighting ceremony and the arrival of Santa Claus.

DECEMBER
Zoolights
Phoenix Zoo • 602-273-1341 • www.phoenixzoo.org
ZooLights is one of the largest holiday light shows in the southwest with 2.5 million lights,
hundreds of custom lighted animal displays, carousel rides, camel rides, wagon rides and
more.
Insight Bowl
Sun Devil Stadium • www.fiestabowl.org/index.php/insight/
The Insight Bowl annual football game, which is played at Sun Devil Stadium, pits the third
pick from the Big 12 Conference and the third or fourth pick from the Big Ten Conference.
This two-conference face-off features hard-hitting action.
Holiday Concerts and Shows
Various Venues
The Valley of the Sun hosts a huge variety of other entertainment and celebrations during
the holiday season.

PHOENIX AREA EVENTS
The Phoenix annual calendar is filled with festivals and events, many celebrating the area’s rich ethnic heritage. To request to have an event added in
next year’s calendar, call 512-340-9199 or email kevans@argpub.com
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Photo By Gregg Adams Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

LOCATION,
LOCATION,
LOCATION!

T

here can be no doubt that Arizona
residents, especially those who live in the
Valley of the Sun, enjoy unsurpassed
indoor and outdoor athletic and leisure
opportunities. This is in large part to the
Phoenix metro area’s central location in
the state, which makes travel to Arizona’s
many fun hotspots an easy thing indeed.
Yet an easily overlooked advantage to living
in the Phoenix area is that its location also
makes it the gateway to the entire southwestern corner of the United States and
the plethora of experiences and activities
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the region provides. As can be seen
below, every major metropolitan area in the
Southwest is within a day’s travel by car,
and by flight most places in the region can
be reached in a matter of a couple short
hours or less with few or no stops.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

(Approximated travel times derived from
Expedia.com travel estimator. Air travel time
can vary according to carrier, number of
stops, day of the week, time of day, airport
and minimum number of stops available.
When available, flight times are estimated
using the “nonstop” criterium.)

What can be said about Southern
California that isn’t already known? As
home to Los Angeles and San Diego—two
of the largest metropolitan areas in the
United States—the region boasts miles of
gorgeous beaches; many theme parks such
as SeaWorld, San Diego Wild Animal
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www.ca.gov
Approximate Travel Time: Los Angeles
(By Car: 5 hours, 20 minutes; By Air: 1 hour,
20 minutes) San Diego (By Car: 6 hours,
10 minutes; By Air: 1 hour, 12 minutes)
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Park, Legoland, Disneyland/California
Adventure and Knotts Berry Farm, to name
a few; as well as complex and vibrant
cultural and culinary scenes. It is also the
home of Hollywood, the geographic focal
point for one of the most prolific film and
entertainment industries in the world.

NEVADA
www.nv.gov
Approximate Travel Time: Las Vegas (By
Car: 4 hours, 30 minutes; By Air: 1 hour)
Reno-Sparks (By Car: 11 hours, 20 minutes;
By Air: 4 hours)
Located just northwest to Arizona,
Nevada offers many indoor and outdoor
leisure opportunities. Las Vegas, or “Sin
City” as it is colloquially known, lies just
across the border and provides visitors
with a great array of fun activities, such
as nightlife, games of chance and entertainment acts from the famous to the
unusual. Reno, “The Biggest Little City in
the World,” lies farther north. In addition
to similar entertainment opportunities as
Las Vegas, the Reno-Sparks area offers
three major bodies of water that are
excellent for water skiing, fishing and
other water-borne outdoor adventures. In
addition, 18 ski resorts call the RenoSparks area home. So integral are outdoor winter sports to the area that the
Tahoe area near Reno is in the running to
host the 2022 Winter Olympiad.

NEW MEXICO
www.newmexico.gov
Approximate Travel Time: Albuquerque
(By Car: 6 hours, 20 minutes; By Air: 1 hour)
Santa Fe (By Car: 7 hours, 14 minutes; By
Air: 6 hours)
Art and communities for artists and writers
thrive in New Mexico and its cities teem
with art galleries. Santa Fe, the state
capitol, has museums of Spanish colonial,
international folk, Navajo ceremonial,
modern Native American and other
modern art. Every August, Santa Fe also
hosts the annual Santa Fe Indian Market,

the oldest and largest juried Native
American art showcase in the world.

COLORADO
www.colorado.gov
Approximate Travel Time: Denver (By
Car: 12 hours, 18 minutes; By Air: 1 hour,
43 minutes) Aspen (By Car: 10 hours, 40
minutes; By Air: 3 hours, 12 minutes)
Noted for its vivid landscape of mountains, plains, mesas, canyons, plateaus,
rivers and desert lands, Colorado is a
natural wonder. These outdoor treasures have brought about one of the
major wine producing areas in the
United States outside of California’s
Sonoma Valley, and a great love of
support for the arts. One community
where the arts and the natural world
intersect is in the town of Aspen, which
is world famous as a ski mecca and for
its population of famous actors, writers
and artists.

UTAH
www.utah.gov
Approximate Travel Time: Salt Lake City
(By Car: 9 hours, 50 minutes; By Air: 1
hour, 35 minutes) Provo (By Car: 9 hours,
13 minutes; By Air: N/A)
Tourism is a major industry in Utah and
is well known for its year-round outdoor
and recreational activities among other
attractions. With five national parks
(Arches, Bryce Canyon, Canyonlands,
Capitol Reef, and Zion), Utah has the
third most national parks of any state
after Alaska and California. In addition,
Utah features seven national monuments, two national recreation areas,
six national forests, and numerous state
parks and monuments. The state also
hosts the Sundance Film Festival. Held
in January in Park City, Salt Lake City
and Ogden, as well as at the Sundance
Resort, the Festival was founded by
actor Robert Redford in 1981 and is the
largest independent cinema festival in
the United States.

SONORA, MEXICO
www.sonora.gob.mx
Approximate Travel Time: Puerto Pe asco
(By Car: 3 hours; By Air: N/A) Hermosillo
(By Car: 6 hours, 30 minutes; By Air: 1
hour, 40 minutes)
To the south, Arizona shares an
international border with the northern
Mexico state of Sonora. There are six
official border crossings, including Agua
Prieta, Naco, Nogales, Sasabe, Sonoyta
and San Luis Río Colorado. The four most
important destinations in Sonora for leisure
include Nogales, the Sonora state capitol
of Hermosillo, Guaymas and, most importantly for many Arizonans, Puerto Peñasco.
With beach destinations preferred by most
leisure travelers, Puerto Penasco—located
in western Sonora on the Gulf of
California’s northern tip—has been nicknamed “Rocky Point” and “Arizona’s
beach” north of the border, as it is the coast
closest to Phoenix and Tucson, with many
Arizonans spending weekends there.
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Shopping
and Dining
here’s no doubt Phoenix has a natural zest for life, and its residents have the hearty appetites to
match. It stands to reason, then, that a city possessed of such excellent taste should have a thriving
restaurant scene to handle those hungry for a meal that does more than nourish, it satisfies
those special cravings.
From spunky upstart bistros to mom and pop eateries to classic haute cuisine dining, Phoenix is a virtual
paradise waiting to be discovered. Phoenix’s global cuisine allows diners to sip and sample the best of
edible delights from around the world without ever leaving. Exotic fare and dishes from faraway Asia,
the Pacific Rim, Europe, the Middle East are just a few of the choices on the menu. Those whose tastes
run a little closer to home, will find plenty of places to choose from when searching for Sonoran,
Mexican, barbecue or even home cooking like mama used to make.
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Look around Phoenix, and find a city
possessed of every imaginable fare, and
even a few never thought of before. So,
get out and see what the fuss is all about.
Allow taste buds the opportunity to
explore new culinary delights, and find
new favorite dishes while savoring old
favorites.
A&J
6102 N. 16th St.
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-241-7519
Featuring the barbecue that keeps them
coming back for more, A&J is a Chicagostyle barbecue featuring ribs, chicken,
ham, pork that more than satisfies. Order
either a la carte or a complete meal, and
either dine in the modest dining room, or
take it to go.
Barrio Café
2814 N. 16th St.
Phoenix, AZ 85006
602-636-0240
www.barriocafe.com
Chef Silvana Salcido Esparza’s take on
exotic Mexican food has caught the
attention of Phoenix diners at this cozy
little eatery. This definitely is not your
abuela’s home cooking: Esparza’s
Mayan-inspired cuisine with influences
from the Yucatan has created a menu
worth investigating.

Carolina’s Mexican Food
1202 E. Mohave
Phoenix, AZ 85034
602-252-1503
A landmark in South Central Phoenix,
Carolina’s excellent tortillas are worth the
trip alone. The plain atmosphere in this
place totally belies the fabulous foodie
find that awaits inside, with delicious
tamales, tacos and enchiladas. The salsa
here is the real thing – made fresh daily,
and residents here know to pick up a
pound of chorizo to take home.
China Chili
3501 North Central Ave.
Phoenix, AZ
602-266-4463
China Chili lives up to its name as it
serves spicy Chinese that has won the
hearts and the taste buds of Phoenix.
While the spicy garlic eggplant is definitely a menu favorite, feel free to explore
the rest of the menu featuring soups, meat
and seafood dishes.
Cooperstown
101 East Jackson St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-253-7337
www.alicecooperstown.com
Favorite son and famed rocker Alice
Cooper has opened his restaurant in a renovated warehouse, featuring American
cuisine, touting it as “the place where jocks

and rock meets.” Come hungry when dining
at Cooperstown – the fanciful atmosphere
featuring rock and sports memorabilia belies
the excellent variety of menu choices
ranging from ribs, chicken and burgers to
hot dogs, steak and Mom’s tuna casserole.
Live music in this friendly, casual place is a
huge draw, but it’s the comfort food served
up here that keeps them coming back.
Cheesecake Factory
2502 E. Camelback Rd # 114
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-778-6501
www.thecheesecakefactory.com
The Cheesecake Factory serves so much
more than just its world-famous cheesecake
desserts. Diners can choose from a wide
and varied menu that includes pizza, pastas,
fish and seafood, steaks and salads. The
Cheesecake Factory also hosts a delicious
Sunday Brunch until 2 p.m. that includes
such breakfast delights as Belgian Waffles
and a Smoked Salmon Platter.
Don & Charlie’s
7501 E. Camelback
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
480-990-0900
Beloved by many, Don & Charlie’s has been
a fixture in Scottsdale since 1981. Walk into
this manly man’s restaurant, complete with
celebrity caricatures, sports memorabilia and
order from their menu featuring Chicago-style
ribs, chicken, chops and steaks.

Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort Phoenix Courtesy of the Greater Phoenix CVB

Benihana
3025 W.Chandler Blvd.
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-812-4701
16403 N. Scottsdale Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
480-444-0068
www.benihana.net
Where else does dinner come with a
show? Masterful chefs prepare your dinner
right at the table in this traditional
Japanese-style hibachi steakhouse. Diners
can choose from a variety of fresh sushi
and other Japanese favorites, while the
chef performs his culinary art in a way
that has to be seen to be believed.
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Eddie V’s Edgewater Grill
20715 N. Pima Rd
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
480-538-8468
www.eddiev.com
Bringing together an award-winning
combination of the freshest seafood,
prime steaks and live music, Eddie V’s is
sure to please. Specializing in Gulf
Coast Cuisine, Eddie V’s is famous for
their oysters, gulf snapper, fresh tuna,
and lobster. Enjoy live music while you
dine.
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse
& Wine Bar
905 N. 54th Street
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-940-1900
20753 N. Pima Road, Building R
North Scottsdale, AZ 85255
480-538-8000
9712 W. Northern Avenue
Peoria, AZ 85345
623-772-9463
6333 N. Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
480-596-8265
www.flemingssteakhouse.com
Known for their cooked-to-perfection
steaks, Fleming’s also offers a superb
wine list, boasting more than 100 wines
available by the glass, and another 100
available by the bottle. Wine lovers
agree that an evening at Fleming’s leaves
them feeling a little bit like kids in a candy
store. The darkly elegant atmosphere
makes Fleming’s the perfect place to
linger over dessert and order an afterdinner cappuccino.
Fogo E Brasa
4909 E. Chandler Blvd.
Phoenix, AZ 85028
480-783-6060
www.fogoebrasa.com
Quickly becoming a favorite Phoenix
destination, Fogo E Brasa is an authentic
Southern Brazilian steakhouse that
offers a pre-fixe menu. The menu
includes an unlimited selection of more
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than 30 salads, vegetables and
cheeses from around the world, several
side dishes, as well as the main course:
a wide selection of meat served tableside. In addition to exceptional food
and service, the restaurant also serves
its signature “Caipirinha,” a Brazilian
cocktail made of sugarcane rum and
lime.
Honey Bear’s
5012 E. Van Buren St.
Phoenix, AZ 85005
602-273-9148
7670 N. Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85020
602-279-7911
7670 S. Priest Dr
Tempe, AZ 85284
480-222-2782
www.honeybearsbbq.com
For many in Phoenix, the words, “barbecue”
and “Honey Bear’s” are synonymous.
Specialties of the house include pork
ribs, chicken, and hot-links with traditional tangy Tennessee-style barbecue
sauce.
The Melting Pot
8260 N. Hayden Rd # E103
Scottsdale, AZ 85258
480-607-1799
www.meltingpot.com
As Cole Porter would say, “Do do that
fondue that you do so well.” At The
Melting Pot, fondue becomes a memorable, four-court dining experience
where patrons can “Dip into something
different.” Guests enjoy a choice of four
different fondue cooking styles and a
variety of unique entrees combined with
special dipping sauces that they can
cook at their own table. Upscale and
intimate, The Melting Pot is the perfect
location for that romantic date or even a
corporate dinner party.
MacAlpine’s Soda Fountain
2302 N. Seventh St.
Phoenix, AZ 85006
602-262-5545
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Go back in time with a visit to
MacAlpine’s Soda Fountain, which has
been serving up hamburgers, tuna sandwiches, homemade pie and cherry and
vanilla cokes since 1928. The old-timey
drugstore soda fountain and jukebox lend
to the atmsosphere.
Old Heidelberg Bakery and Euro Market
2210 E. Indian School Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-224-9877
For more than 30 years, the Old
Heidelberg Bakery has been a local
favorite, and with its recent move to a
location closer to downtown, it’s more
popular than ever. Find out why Phoenix
loves to shop at this traditional German
bakery for favorite sweets such as
strudels, Danishes and cookies, as well
as its excellent selection of specialty
artisan bread. As a bonus, pick up a
German language magazine or newspaper in the Euro Market to read while you
munch.
Phoenix City Grill
5816 N. 16th St.
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-266-3001
www.phoenixcitygrille.com
Set in an adorable adobe building, the
Phoenix City Grill offers up great
American fare with a Southwestern flair.
Try the little appetizers, such as the pork
carnitas, or go straight for the enticing
entrees, such as the cedar plank salmon
or the home-style pot roast.
Pizzeria Bianco
623 E. Adams St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-258-8300
A wood-burning oven is the not-so-secret
secret to Pizzeria Bianco’s pizza. Chef Chris
Bianco’s Neapolitan-style pizza has earned
rave reviews, as has his menu featuring
salads and sandwiches. Expect to find a
crowd here at this popular spot located in a
historic downtown building in Heritage
Square next to the Arizona Science.
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Roy’s
7151 W. Ray Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-705-7697
5350 E. Marriott Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85054
480-419-7697
7001 N. Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85258
480-905-1155
Brought to Arizona by Iron Chef Roy
Yamaguchi, the founder of Roy’s restaurant chain, this large and yet somehow
intimate restaurant serves Hawaiian
fusion cuisine featuring a perfect
mélange of European, Pacific Rim and
Hawaiian influences. Savor the difference
that fresh ingredients can make, when
seasoned with the bolder flavors of the
Asian Pacific Rim and served with the
sauces and textures of European cooking. Chefs in Roy’s kitchen have received
special tutelage from the master himself,
ensuring that every bite will be absolutely
delectable.

Sullivan’s Steakhouse
905 N. 54th St
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-940-1900
20753 N. Pima Rd # R
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
480-538-8000
6333 N. Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale 85250
480-596-8265
www.sullivansteakhouse.com
The emphasis is on style at this upscale
1940’s style steakhouse, known for their
warm, relaxed atmosphere, superior food
and excellent service. Sullivan’s is also the
perfect place to take that VIP client, or
host that next office party.
Vincent on Camelback
3930 E. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85018
602-224-0225
www.vincentoncamelback.com
Chef Vincent Guerithault won the James
Beard Foundatio’s “Best Chef Southwest”

award and is perhaps the most well known
and respected chef in Phoenix. He has now
opened this small restaurant with an unpresumptuous exterior in east Phoenix. Step
inside and find out what all the fuss is
about, as typically Southwestern fare is prepared in classic French style. Try the duck
tamales, or go for the wonderfully prepared
lamb or wild boar. Don’t forget to order the
Jack Daniels pecan pie for dessert.
Vincent’s Market Bistro
3930 E. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85018
602-224-3727
Sample the excellent country French cuisine
in the intimate, casual elegance of Chef
Vincent Guerithault’s bistro-style restaurant with its little flower garden. Located
just behind its larger sister restaurant,
Vincent on Camelback, seating is limited
in this smaller establishment to only 10
tables, but consider ordering your
gourmet meal to go if Vincent’s happens
to be a little busy.
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Biltmore Fashion Park Courtesy of The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau

SHOP ‘TIL
YOU DROP

PHOENIX’S
SHOPPING SCENE
B

ursting with color and alive with life,
Phoenix’s shopping scene is known for
variety and vibrancy. Phoenix is a
splendid combination of old and new,
traditional and cutting edge. Whether
it’s an afternoon of leisurely shopping or
venturing out for a weekend of finding
the best bargains, take advantage of
the wide array of delights to be found in
Phoenix.
Phoenix’s inviting atmosphere is only
surpassed by its hospitality, which invites
you to take your time and enjoy shopping
as an experience unto itself. The diversity
of Phoenix’s culture means that there is no
such thing as a “typical” shopping
experience. From exploring eclectic little
boutique stores to checking out the
newest malls, find that prized treasure
right here in Phoenix.
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PHOENIX
Antique Gatherings
3601 East Indian School Road
Phoenix, AZ 85018
602-956-8203
Several antique dealers have gathered
under one roof to display their antiques
and collectibles at this tasteful showplace
of times gone by.
Arizona Center
455 N. 3rd St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602-340-9772
www.arizonacenter.com
The Arizona Center is an open-air market
of beautiful gardens and retail stores set in
the heart of downtown Phoenix. Located
within easy walking distance of all major
downtown attractions, the Arizona
Center’s four acres feature shopping, dining
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and entertainment options. Enjoy shopping
at more than 30 stores, stroll along
beautifully landscaped gardens and
waterways, dine al fresco at a café or
catch a quick bite to eat at a fast food
establishment, or even catch a movie at
the 24 screen, stadium seating AMC
Movie Complex.
Biltmore Fashion Park
24th Street and Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-955-8400
www.shopbiltmore.com
Lush and luxurious, Biltmore Fashion Park
features one-of-a-kind shops amid the Old
World elegance of striking storefronts,
fountains and outdoor cafes. The Biltmore’s
enchanting gardens make for a perfect
place to meet and catch up with friends
before beginning a relaxing afternoon of
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shopping. Major anchor stores are Macy’s,
Gucci, and Saks Fifth Avenue, in addition
to more than sixty stores and boutiques.
Brass Armadillo Antique Mall
12419 North 28th Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85029
602-942-0030
www.brassarmadillo.com
This antique mall features 39,000 square
feet devoted solely to the collections of
more than 600 antique dealers. Whether
shopping or simply browsing, visitors to
the Brass Armadillo will be amazed by
the wide variety of goods featured here,
ranging from furniture to toys, glassware
to fine china, vintage jewelry and clothing
to sports cards and memorabilia.
Camelback Colonnade
18th Street and Camelback Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-274-7642
The Colonnade is one of Phoenix’s oldest
open-air shopping centers and has a
loyal following of shoppers who remember coming here as children. Old Navy,
Best Buy and Famous Footwear are featured stores here in addition to other
stores featuring music, appliances,
computers and more.
Cofco Chinese Cultural Center
668 North 44th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85008
602-273-7268
www.phxchinatown.com
The Cofco Chinese Cultural Center offers
a feast for the eyes with Chinese gardens,
replicas of pagodas and beautiful
landscaping, not to mention shopping
delights such as traditional and difficult-tofind-anywhere-else Asian foods, gifts and
a variety of western and traditional
Chinese style clothing.
Desert Sky Mall
75th Ave. and Thomas Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85033
623-245-1400
www.desertskymall.com

Two courts featuring huge skylights give a
light, airy atmosphere to this community
mall located near the popular Cricket
Pavilion. Department stores include
Dillard’s and Sears as well as smaller
stores, as well as a movie theater.
Metrocenter
Interstate 17 between Dunlap and Peoria Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85021
602-997-2641
www.metrocentermall.com
Built in 1971, the Metrocenter has gone
through several makeovers through the
years to keep pace with current shopping
trends. Today, with more than two million
square feet of shopping space housing
more than 200 shops, a food court and
three departments stores, the Metrocenter
is one of the largest shopping centers in
the Valley of the Sun.
Outlets at Anthem
I-17 at Anthem Way
Phoenix, AZ 85086
623-465-9500
www.outletsatanthem.com
Enjoy bargain hunting at this outlet mall
featuring more than 90 stores and only
30 minutes from downtown Phoenix.
Designer stores include Ann Taylor, Polo
Ralph Lauren, Bose Factory Store, and
more. A food court and playground
allows everyone to take a well-deserved
break before picking up the pace once
more.
Town and Country Shopping Center
Camelback Corridor at 20th
and Camelback
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-955-6850
www.townandcountryshops.com
A charming, open air Southwestern styled
market invites exploration at the Town and
Country Shopping Center, located in the
hart of the Camelback Corridor. More
than 50 shops ranging from small and
eclectic shops and mom and pop cafes to
larger retailers and restaurants are set
amidst courtyards and fountains.

EAST VALLEY
Arizona Mills Mall
5000 Arizona Mills Circle
Tempe, AZ 85282
480-491-7300
www.arizonamills.com
Arizona Mills is the state’s largest value and
entertainment megamall, with more than
175 retail store and restaurants plotted out
in a circular pattern and accessible with
easy to walk on wooden floors. With outlet
stores, theaters and events, the mall is
designed around a two-thirds mile long
racetrack. Anchor stores include Neiman
Marcus and Off 5th-Saks Fifth Avenue.
Superstition Springs Center
U.S. 69 and Power Road
Mesa, AZ 85206
480-832-0212
www.superstitionspringscenter.com
One of the largest regional shopping centers
in the East Valley, Superstition Springs Center
features more than 150 stores and assorted
restaurants in its 1.3 million square feet of
space. Anchor stores include Dillard’s, J.C.
Penney, Macy’s and Sears. The mall also
features an eight screen Super Saver
Cinema. A beautiful carousel with thirty
hand-carved horses, a botanical garden and
an amphitheater seating 1,500 for concerts
and programs are also available. Children
visiting the center love to wander through the
Play Canyon and the Mining Camp
Fiesta Mall
Superstition Freeway and Alma School Rd
Mesa, AZ 85202
480-833-4121
With plenty of variety to suit any shopper’s
needs, Fiesta Mall features more than
135 specialty stores arranged on two
floors and with a food court and children’s
play area. Anchor stores include Macy’s,
Dillard’s and Sears.
Mill Avenue
Downtown Tempe
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-967-4877
www.downtowntempe.com
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Galleries, craft shops, boutiques, and
jewelry stores flourish along Mill Avenue
in downtown Tempe, with its historic
buildings and restaurants. College students
from Arizona State University make Mill
Avenue come alive on the weekends.

SOUTHEAST VALLEY
Chandler Fashion Center
Chandler Boulevard and Loop 101
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-812-8488
www.chandlermall.com
One of the newest kids on the block,
Chandler Fashion Center is spread over
320 acres, and features more than 180
shops and restaurants. Anchor stores
include Nordstrom, Dillard’s and Macy’s,
as well as small, eclectic boutiques. More
than 50 restaurants and cafes give ample
dining choices, while the 20 screen theater
makes for great “dinner and a movie”
entertainment.
SanTan Village
Williams Field Rd and Loop 202
Gilbert, AZ 85295
480-282-9500
www.shopsantanvillage.com..
Fresh and alive, SanTan Village is one of
the newest shopping centers in the area,
with 130 shops that include Barnes &
Noble Booksellers, Macy’s, The Apple
Store and Old Navy. Children should
enjoy an outdoor stage with a flower
mosaic pop-up water fountain and an
interactive play area.

NORTHEAST VALLEY
The Borgata
Lincoln Dr. and Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85253
602-953-6311
www.borgata.com
The 30 stores of this posh shopping paradise
are all nestled within a replica of a 14th
century Italian village. Choose from
upscale children’s clothiers, jewelry store
and high-end boutiques featuring the latest
fashions, visit art galleries or dine at one
of the Borgata’s exquisite restaurants.
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Kierland Commons
1520 South Kierland Blvd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
480-348-1577
www.kierlandcommons.com
With a broad plaza and natural colored
stone, Kierland Commons has been
designed to look like the typical Main
Street found in a traditional small town,
but actually is quite forward thinking. This
mixed-use development is the first urban
village center built in the greater Phoenix
area, featuring retail and restaurant
spaces, as well as office developments.

El Pedregal
34505 North Scottsdale Rd
Scottsdale, Arizona 85266
480-488-1072
www.elpedregal.com
El Pedregal is a shopping center nestled
in among the rugged foothills of the
Sonoran Desert. This colorful, two level
retail center resembling an adobe village
features upscale galleries, boutiques,
restaurants and shops filled with artisan
treasures, apparel, jewelry and more.
The natural beauty of the area is
enhanced with the addition of a courtyard, waterfalls, fountains and pools. A
300-seat amphitheater and the Heard
Museum are also located here.

Fifth Avenue
Downtown Scottsdale
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
www.downtownscottsdale.com
Also known as Old Town Scottsdale, Fifth
Avenue is celebrated by both tourists and
locals for its unique galleries selling artwork
by Southwestern artists as well as its many
boutiques and shops featuring goods and
crafts that cannot be found anywhere else.
Fifth Avenue actually includes much more
than its namesake street – it also extends
along Marshall Way, Stetson Drive, Third
Avenue, Sixth Avenue and Craftmans
Court. An open-air shopping area featuring
a Southwestern-style garden is enchanting,
with shaded walkways and lush landscaping. Plan to spend some time viewing
outdoor sculptures, browsing through art
galleries, checking out the menus of the
different fine restaurants and leisurely
exploring Fifth Avenue shops.

WEST VALLEY

Scottsdale Pavilions
Pima and Indian Bend Roads
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
www.scottsdalepavilions.com
Operated on land owned by the Salt
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community,
a portion of store revenues goes to the
tribe. The open air mall features a
Target, as well as smaller retail stores
and several restaurants. Entertainment
options include catching a movie or a
visit to Fiddlesticks Family Fun Park,
located next to the mall.

Arrowhead Towne Center
Bell Rd and 75th Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85308
623-979-7720
www.arrowheadtowncenter.com
This comfortable and upscale shopping
center serves the Northwest Valley with
170 top retailers and eateries, and
features major anchor stores such as
Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, and more.
Restaurants and a food court, the AMC
14 movie theatre and the close location
to the Peoria Sports Complex provide
dining and entertainment options.
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The Promenade
16427 N. Scottsdale Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
480-385-2820
Dubbed “The Gateway to Scottsdale,” The
Promenade has become one of the Valley’s
busiest shopping centers. The center’s one
million square feet of space features specialty retailers, restaurants, and nationally
recognized brands including the state’s
first Great Indoors, Fox Sports Grill,
Maggiano’s Little Italy, Benihana and
Nordstrom Rack. Visitors to The Promenade
will also find a 125-foot spire designed by
world famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright
at the intersection of Scottsdale Road and
Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd.
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Bedmart is Arizona’s largest mattress retailer and the number one retailer
of the brands you know and trust. Owned by an Arizona family, we give
every customer the best service and the lowest price – guaranteed! Stop by.
Say ‘hi’ and take home a FREE gift just for coming in!
To receive a $300 Bedmart Gift Card towards the purchase of any
premium Serta or Simmons mattress set, simply email azrelo@azbedmart.com
and type in the subject line Bedmart Gift. Or, buy any Tempur-Pedic,
ComforPedic or Serta iComfort mattress set and we’ll make a 5%
Donation to Crisis Nursery, MDA, Community Food Bank, or the
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. Some restrictions apply.
Before you go to bed, go to

Arizona born,
Arizona bred...
here to stay!

Arrowhead/Glendale

Gilbert

Phoenix

8230 W. Bell Rd. • 623-878-0536

2720 S. Market St. • 480-855-0748

Ahwatukee

Goodyear

7230 W. Ray Rd. • 480-893-3003
4910 E. Ray Rd. • 480-320-2434

1550 N. Dysart Rd. • 623-535-0188

Mesa

3612 West Bell Rd. • 602-863-0770
4221 E. Thomas Rd. • 602-955-4820
20330 N. Cave Creek Rd. • 602-569-1284
8002 N. 19th Ave. • 602-864-3620

Carefree

2154 E. Baseline Rd. • 480-539-8315
1710 S. Alma School Rd. • 480-752-0670
1909 N. Power Rd. • 480-985-9375

15830 Hayden Rd. • 480-991-6005
9180 E. Indian Bend • 480-362-1433

34462 N. Scottsdale Rd. • 480-760-4060

Casa Grande

Scottsdale

1609 E. Florence Blvd., #10 • 520-836-8972

Paradise Valley

Sun City

Chandler

12851 N. Tatum Blvd. • 602-482-2136

14646 N. Del Webb Blvd. • 623-933-7789

1400 S. Arizona Ave. • 480-899-9847

Peoria

Fountain Hills

Surprise

9494 W. Northern Ave. • 623-772-7372
9811 W. Happy Valley Rd. • 623-792-6153

13843 W. Bell Rd. • 623-546-2382

16925 E. El Lago Blvd. • 480-836-1696

877-AZBEDMART

•

www.azbedmar t.com

8* active adults PHX-2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:32 PM

Page 116

Active Adults
he times of aging in America, they are a-changing – and many senior Phoenicians couldn’t be
happier about it. Long gone are the days of mandatory retirement at age 65, and with it,
the idea that one’s golden years were to be spent simply sitting quietly on the front porch
in a rocking chair as they watch life go by. To begin with, forget about that rocking
chair – how does a morning spent working out in the gym or pedaling along the hike and
bike trail sound? As for the front porch, seniors in Phoenix find that they have a wide variety of housing
options that can accommodate their budget, while enjoying their lifestyle in a community that
encourages the development and pursuit of their personal interests, goals and activities.
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While aging is inevitable, medical
advances, as well as healthy lifestyle
choices, are responsible for increasing
the number of years a person may live, as
well as improving that person’s lifestyle.
The result is that the demographics of
seniors in Phoenix have undergone
some significant changes: the term
“senior” may describe an active person
in her late 50’s, or someone in her
early 80’s. Baby Boomers now entering
the senior arena are faced with the
responsibility of preparing not only for
their own retirement, but with making
retirement and housing plans for their
elderly parents as well.
Fortunately, Phoenix offers a wide array
of options to accommodate the different
requirements and lifestyles of its seniors.
From upscale retirement communities offering residents a choice of social, cultural,
travel and sporting opportunities to active
seniors, to full-care facilities specializing
in caring for the elderly with mental and
physical disabilities, there is a senior
citizen living solution to fit every need.

TAKING STOCK OF YOURSELF
When making retirement housing plans,
there’s no denying that the number and
diversity of choices available might make
the process feel overwhelming. Begin by
taking a personal inventory that takes into
account personal living expenses, health,
interests and expectations.

while others who want to continue
developing and pursuing an active
lifestyle might want easy access to hike
and bike trails, fitness centers, etc.
Again, being realistic on the front end
helps determine smart choices that can
only benefit later.

SHOULD YOU STAY OR
SHOULD YOU GO?
Staying Put: Packing up and selling a
loved home with so many memories is a
difficult decision for many longtime
Phoenix residents. One viable option
open to senior homeowners is the reverse
mortgage, which allows homeowners to
turn the value of their home into cash
without having to move or repay the loan
each month. Guaranteed by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, HUD offers seniors a
federally insured private loan as a means
to provide financial security and supplement social security, meet unexpected
medical expenses, make home improvements, and more.
The money from a reverse loan may be
paid to the borrower in a variety of ways,
from a lump sum to a regular monthly
cash advance, as a credit line account or
in any combination of the above.
Typically, borrowers do not have to pay

anything back until they permanently
move out of the home, sell, or die.
Eligibility for most reverse mortgages
requires that the home should be owned
outright by the applicant, and that the
applicant is 62 years of age or older.
(Visit AARP’s website and use their Reverse
Mortgage Calculator: www.rmaarp.com.
A reverse mortgage offers retirees a
distinct advantage. Since most lenders
require that borrowers have some sort of
income so they can determine a borrower’s
ability to pay back the loan, many
retired seniors simply cannot qualify for
a traditional home equity loan. But a
reverse mortgage does not require
monthly payments, and therefore no
minimum amount of income is required
for the loan application. Most reverse
mortgages require no repayment as
long as the owner, or any co-owner,
lives in the home.
The best way to determine if a reverse
mortgage is the best fit for one’s retirement
plan is to honestly assess the following:
• How much would the home sell for on
today’s market?
• What would the cost be to buy and
maintain, or rent, a new home?

Budget Inventory: Make a list of monthly
expenses, from rental or housing fees to
day-to-day living expenses such as dry
cleaning and energy bills to current or
anticipated medical expenses. The point is
to be realistic about everyday expenses
now, so there are no rude surprises later.
Lifestyle Inventory: Active golf enthusiasts,
for example, might want close proximity
to a local golf course. Those who want
to use this time for community involvement might want to live close by
schools, churches or community centers,
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• Would there be any money left over
from the purchase of a new home
that could be safely invested?
• What are the options for downsizing
into a less expensive home, renting
an apartment, or moving into an
assisted living or alternative senior
housing situation?
Jumping into borrowing money for a
reverse mortgage is not advised until
looking into all of these senior living
options. By being honest about current
needs and housing trends, and exploring
all the options, seniors can rest easy that
they have selected the best housing
choice that custom fits their particular
budget and lifestyle needs.
Pack It Up: Being realistic about one’s
life, finances and longevity is a must
when deciding to move to another
community. Retirees have to think about
their health and future, and expand their
thinking beyond the average life expectation. They need to consider the need to be
close to hospitals and doctors that can
provide them with the best care.
Acceptance of insurance cannot be overlooked. All this needs to be considered
when moving from a current circle of
friends and community to a new area. This

is where a real estate agent can really help
a person or family trying to find a retirement situation, as the real estate agent has
access to the most current facts and figures
to help make an informed decision.
Many who are making these decisions
need to learn to be a little bit selfish,
selfish in a good way, moving to a community or area that they enjoy. Many seniors
are downsizing their lifestyles and selling
a home they’ve owned for 30 years. They
are trading down in price range, want to
be in a good area and need to select a
home that’s a good investment for them. If
their health is good, and they are reasonably active, they will also want an
area with residents of a similar age and
situation – just like them, their new neighbors have raised their kids, have a lot of
interests and a lot to talk about, and can
help each other.”
Why Not Both – Be a Snowbird: A third
option is to enjoy nice weather all year
long.
If you enjoy or have ties to a
northern region, that can still be home
during that area’s best seasons. The ideal
Phoenix climate begins in late October
and continues into early May. This period
has been home to the “Snowbird” lifestyle
for years. Many Phoenix major events
and activities occur during this period

offering a wide range of options for
seniors with time to burn. Prominent is
the Cactus League, the spring training
league for 16 major league baseball
teams. Play begins in late February with
completion in early April.
Senior Snowbirds generally are among
the more active of retirees. They face
many of the same needs and concerns as
a full time residence, but are less likely to
be interested in assisted or long term care
alternatives. However, many of the
facilities and services in place for the
permanent senior residents are also
available to the part time resident.
Although some retirees are able to maintain multiple full time residences, Phoenix
offers many options for winter only
accommodations. Homes and Condos
are available throughout the area under
short term lease, usually 1-6 months. Two
very popular options are RV / trailer
parks and manufactured home parks. RV
/ trailer parks are plentiful and offer
affordable rates for multiple month stays.
Manufactured homes are generally an
ownership only option, but are much
more affordable than the traditional home
or condo. Many manufactured home
parks offer the amenities associated with
apartment or condo living, including facility
and yard maintenance.

SENIOR HOUSING OPTIONS
The Department of Housing and Urban
Development estimates that private senior
care housing can range in cost form
$20,000 to $200,000 per year,
depending on the services and degree of
care offered by a facility. Many senior
care housing communities employ
medically trained staff, and provide
housekeeping and meal preparation
services, as well as transportation for
shopping, medical visits, and social outings.
HUD also notes that as Baby Boomers
approach their own retirement years, the
trend toward creating active retirement
communities where residents are involved
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and physically active will continue,
and seniors are encouraged to live as
independently as they are capable of
handling.
The time to begin thinking about a
retirement community isn’t when you have
to have it. There are not enough retirement
communities to keep up with the demand,
and you want to be sure that you know
your options and what’s available beforehand. The Internet is a good source for
families to learn more about retirement
communities, check on specific programs
and associated costs.
When you’re trying to stay within a
particular price range match your living
requirements with services offered. If you
are very independent and don’t need
assistance – you just want a meal plan,
for example – then the associated costs
are much less than for someone who
requires more care.”

SENIOR CENTERS
PHOENIX
Chinese Ctr

734 W. Elm St.

602-262-6411

Deer Valley Ctr

2001 W. Wahalla Lane

602-495-3735

Devonshire Ctr

2808 E. Devonshire Ave

602-256-3130

Jewish Center

1118 W. Glendale Ave

602-242-1999

Luke Kron Ctr

1940 1/2 E. Villa St

602-262-6835

Manzanita Ctr

3581 W. Northern Ave.

602-262-4949

Marcos de Niza Ctr

305 W. Pima Rd

602-262-7249

McDowell Place Ctr

1845 E. Mcdowell Rd

602-262-1842

Paradise Valley Ctr

17402 N. 40th Street

602-495-3785

Salvation Army Laura Danieli Ctr 613 N. 4th Avenue

602-251-2005

Santa Rosa Ctr

1901 W. Ocotillo Rd.

602-242-2258

Shadow Mountain Ctr

3546 E. Sweetwater Ave

602-534-2303

Squaw Peak Ctr

2802 E. Devonshire Sve

602-262-3130

South Mountain Ctr

212 E. Alta Vista Rd

602-262-4093

Sunnyslope Ctr

802 E. Vogel Ave

602-262-7572

West Senior Ctr

1220 S. Seventh Ave

606-262-6610

Ahwatukee Foothills Ctr

5051 E. Elliot

480-893-6835

Senior East Ctr

1818 S. 16th St

602-262-7305

Chicanos por la Causa Ctr

1617 N 45th Ave

602-272-0054

Desert West Ctr

2001 W Wahalla Dr

602-495-3711

Westside Ctr

1220 S. 7th Ave

602-262-6610

Chandle Ctr - Chandler

202 E. Boston St

480-782-2720

Civic Ctr - Scottsdale

7375 E 2nd St

480-312-2375

Concord Ctr - Tempe

2600 N. Saratoga St.

480-990-1875

Escalante Ctr - Tempe

SOUTHEAST PHOENIX

West Phoenix Ct
Medicare generally does not pay for
long-term care, only for services
deemed medically necessary that are
provided by a skilled facility or home
health care that meets certain conditions.
Medicaid will pay for certain health
services and nursing home care for
older people with low incomes and
limited assets. Optimally, the selected
community should have someone on
staff familiar with the requirements and
criteria of both programs.

ACTIVE SENIOR HOUSING
COMMUNITIES
Many seniors find that they simply do not
want to worry about the upkeep and
maintenance of a home, preferring to
spend their leisure time in other ways.
Independent seniors in good health may
find they need nothing more than a
community where they can fully enjoy
pursuing their personal interests. For them,
moving to an active independent living
retirement community might be the best fit
for their budget and lifestyle, where

EAST VALLEY

2150 E. Orange St

480-350-5870

Fountain Hills Ctr - Fountain Hills 13001 La Montana

480-816-5888

Gilbert Ctr - Gilbert

130 N. Oak St

480-503-6060

Guadalupe Ctr - Guadalupe

9401 S. Avenida del Yaqui

480-730-3092

Mesa Ctr East - Mesa

7550 E. Adobe RD

480-218-2221

Mesa Ctr - Mesa

247 N. Macdonald St

480-962-5612

Via Linda Ctr - Scottsdale

10440 E Via Linda

480-312-5810

Avondale Ctr - Avondale

1007 S. 3rd St

623-932-9440

Buckeye Ctr - Buckeye

2101 E Centre Ave

623-386-2588

El Mirage Ctr - El Mirage

1410 N. El Mirage Rd

623-937-0050

Japanese Ctr - Glendale

5414 W Glenn Dr

623-931-7436

Olive Branch Ctr - Sun City

11250 N. 107th Ave

623-974-6797

Peorio Ctr - Peoria

8335 W Jefferson

623-773-7436

Surprise Ctr - Surprise

15832 N. Hollyhock St

623-222-1500

Tolleson Ctr

9555 W Van Buren

623-936-9793

West Valley Ctr - Glendale

8561 N 61st Ave

623-931-7436

WEST VALLEY
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options include renting an apartment or
the outright purchase of a property in a
senior community.
Many active senior communities have
information packets that may be requested
in advance, and offer tours of the
community itself. A personal visit will
give valuable, first-hand information and
an opportunity to visit with current residents
who can offer their own experiences
and provide an insider’s view on the
community. Be sure to determine that
personal interests and pursuits are
offered, such as health and fitness programs, organized activities, sports, etc.
Other day-to-day living arrangements
should also be considered, such as
shopping centers and grocery stores
within easy walking distance, or are
transportation services provided? Where
is the community located in proximity to
major health care providers? And, what
security measures are in place for residents? For ultimate peace of mind, some
seniors rent a home under a short-term
agreement at first to make sure the
community provides for their needs and
lives up to their expectations.

CONTINUING CARE
RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES
A Continuing Care Retirement Community
(CCRC) offers 360-degree care in
residential community for seniors, with a
full menu of services and living situations.
Residents at a CCRC may move between
independent living, assisted living and
nursing home care, depending on their
individual, changing needs. Seniors
electing to live in a CCRC (also known
as “Continuing Care Retirement Facilities,”
“Life-Care Facilities” and “Life-Care
Communities”) contract with the community
in advance for a lifetime commitment to
provide care, regardless of their future
health and needs. They then live in the
residential community for the remainder of
their lives, and are placed within a living
situation appropriate to their needs and
abilities.
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Seniors or family members of seniors who
are concerned about future security find
CCRCs a safe bet, addressing any
worries about future health problems
down the road and alleviating any
concerns about hidden costs along the
way. A CCRC generally offers seniors a
contract or contracts that provide a continuum of care that includes access to
housing, services, and health care for
more than one year, or the balance of
their lives. Usually, it is a wise idea for
seniors to move into a CCRC sooner
rather than later, as most CCRCs require
that new residents be capable of living
independently when they first move in.
There are a number of contract options
offered by CCRCs to seniors and their
families. An extensive care contract is the
most expensive, but affords the least risk,
providing unlimited long-term nursing care
at little or no additional cost for as long as
nursing home services are needed by the
client. A modified care contract comes
with medium financial risk, and provides
long-term health or nursing services for a
specified period of time, after which, the
senior or their guardian is responsible for
the additional cost. A fee-for-service
contract offers an a la carte approach,
requiring that residents pay separately for
all health and medical services provided
by the facility, as well as long-term care.
While a fee-for-service contract is the
least expensive contract, it does have the
highest risk, as costs can run very high for
seniors who require unanticipated
extensive care later in life.
The most common element in a CCRC
contract is an entrance fee, where regardless
of whether the contract is an extensive,
modified or fee-for-service contract, the
resident pays a lump sum entrance fee,
plus monthly fees thereafter. Another
CCRC contract option may require an
equity agreement where seniors purchase
a condominium or co-op apartment on
the property instead of paying an
entrance fee. Less commonly found are
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CCRC contracts where residents pay
monthly fees only. Seniors and their
families are advised to be sure to read
the fine print on the contract carefully to
ensure that they are signing an agreement
that guarantees the lifetime of services
and support over an extended period of
time that they are looking for. There are
so-called copycat senior-care residences
that claim to offer all the benefits of a
CCRC, but in reality the services guaranteed by the actual contract fall far short of
the claims made by management.
Before signing a contract with a CCRC,
seniors should conduct a thorough review
of the facility’s services, operations and
finances, and determine that the CCRC is
appropriate to their needs, lifestyle and
expectations. It’s also a good idea to ask
a family attorney or accountant to review
the contract as well. If the contract is
found agreeable, ask to spend at least
one night and two days at the facility, to
test drive the community and make sure it
is a good fit. Some points to consider
include:
• Are pets allowed in your residence?
• What social, recreational and cultural
activities are offered?
• Is food prepared onsite? If so, how is
it prepared?
• Are there fitness facilities onsite?
• Is the staff friendly and knowledgeable?
• What healthcare and personal care
services are available?
• What preparations have been made
for handling medical and evacuation
emergency situations?
CCRCs are an excellent option for those
who are independent and in good
health, but might need some assistance
with daily living needs or require skilled
nursing care. The variety of housing
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offered by CCRCs is varied as well,
ranging from ultra-urban high-rise apartment communities to cottages, townhouses,
duplexes or even single-family homes
located in a beautiful, natural setting.

ASSISTED LIVING
COMMUNITIES
An Assisted Living Community (ALC)
bridges the gap for seniors who need
assistance with daily activities as a
nursing home might offer, but wish to live
as independently as they are capable of
living for as long as possible. Residents in
an ALC are unable to live by themselves,
but do not require constant supervision.
An ALC offers its residents assistance
with eating, bathing, dressing, laundry,
housekeeping, and keeping track of
medications. They often have centers for
medical services, but typically do not
offer the extensive medical services
provided by a nursing home. An ALC is
not a substitute for a nursing home, but
rather is a stepping stone between

complete independence and service
provided by a nursing home.
Often, an ALC will create an individualized
service plan for seniors upon admission,
detailing personal services that will be
provided to the resident. This plan is
periodically reviewed and updated to
provide the correct care each resident
receives. Housing in an ALC may be
studio or one-bedroom apartments with
small kitchen facilities. Typically, ALC
housing units have group dining facilities
and common areas where residents
gather to enjoy social and recreational
activities.
The first impression of an Assisted Living
Community is the most important. What
do you see when you get out of the car?
How do they take care of the lawn?
What is your first impression of the staff?
Are the residents properly dressed? How’s
the lighting inside the buildings? What
activities are available? Are staff

members all in the same uniform? Scrubs
are not appropriate for an Assisted Living
Community, but name tags are important.

NURSING CARE FACILITIES
A Nursing Care Facility (NCF) is a state
licensed, private-care facility that provides
24-hour skilled hospital care for residents
who do not require hospitalization but
cannot be cared for at home. Also called
Long Term Care Facilities, the majority of
nursing homes are staffed by caring,
trained persons who provide an excellent
level of service for their residents.
It pays to shop around when selecting a
NCF. Seniors should consult with a trusted
doctor or health care practitioner for
recommendations of nearby facilities.
Plan on visiting at least four or five area
facilities, and make an appointment with
the administrator or director of nursing.
Check to make sure that information
provided is consistent with information
gathered during the facility tour.
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Discrepancies between provided information and your own observations indicate
possible problems later on. A nursing care
facility should have clean floors, and a
clean smell. Facilities with dirty floors and
a sour smell do not put a high priority on
cleanliness, and should not be considered.
Ask to see the compliance survey report
prepared by the State of Arizona on the
considered facility. The report will list
deficiencies found in resident care during
routine inspections, and the facility’s effort
to correct the problem. Under Arizona
law, nursing homes must make this and
other survey compliance reports available
upon request.
Another option available is to call the
Arizona Department of Health Services,
Division of Licensing s at 602-364-2690.
While state law may prohibit agency
employees from recommending one facility
over another, they can answer the following
recommended questions about any such
facility:
• Have there been any proposed license
terminations in the past two years?
• How many complaints have been filed
in the past year?
• How many complaints in the past
year have been found to be valid?
• How many deficiencies have been
cited in the past two years?
• How many “quality of care” violations
have been cited in the past two years?
• When did ADHS last visit the facility,
and what was the purpose of the visit?
• Has the owner of this facility had
other facilities recommended for
license termination?
The answers to these questions, combined
with observations and impressions made
122
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during facility tours and staff interviews
will ease the task of selecting the right
nursing care facility.

ALZHEIMER’S AND DEMENTIA
CARE FACILITIES
Residents diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
disease or another form of dementia need
specialized care. Assisted Living Facilities
offer services and separate facilities for
residents with early onset symptoms, but
because of the progressive nature of the
disease, it may become necessary to
transfer the resident to another facility that
can provide more appropriate care.
Facilities specializing in the treatment
of Alzheimer’s and dementia should
provide a treatment plan that takes
into account not only the resident’s
medical needs, but also the needs of
the entire family with social services
and professional consultations and
individualized treatment reviews.
Emphasis within the facility should be
placed on providing a calming, soothing
environment that is sensitive to the
needs of the patient.

ACTIVE ADULT COMMUNITIES
Arizona Traditions (D.R. Horton Homes)
17212 N. White Tank Vis
Surprise, AZ 85374
623-546-5613
The age restriction is 55+ at this smaller
adult community located at the foot of the
White Tank Mountains, about 33 miles
northeast of Phoenix. While this as a
smaller adult community, it enjoys many of
the amenities of larger communities,
including a golf course and club house,
fitness center, swimming pools, clubs and
interest groups.
Pebble Creek (a Robson Comm.)
3639 Clubhouse Dr
Goodyear, AZ 85395
480-895-9200
Pebble Creek is located 17 miles west of
downtown Phoenix and Sky Harbor
Airport, and is close to shopping, golf
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and medical facilities. This 55+ adult
community offers green spaces, recreational and social activities, tennis and fitness centers as well as energy efficient
homes. The Eagle’s Nest golf course has
received numerous accolades and is
friendly to golfers of all levels.
Province (by Engle Homes)
20930 N Province Parkway
Maricopa, AZ 85239
877-768-4623
In 2006, this 55+ community, with
2,217 new and resale single family
homes and villas was named the best
active adult community in the USA.
Located 38 miles south of downtown
Phoenix, 30% of the acreage is dedicated
to parks and natural spaces with another
50 acres of lakes. Villas Residents can
also enjoy the nearby Sonoran National
Park.
Solera at Johnson Ranch (by Del Webb)
713 W Twin Peaks Parkway
Queen Creek, AZ 85243
602-957-9191 / 866-301-6050
The active adult portion at this gated
community is provided a clubhouse and
amenities exclusively for the 55+ population. As part of the Johnson Ranch
Master plan community, these residents
have access to many of the amenities
found in larger active adult communities.
Homes are comprised of single family,
resale only.
Sun City (by Del Webb)
10401 W. Coggins Dr
Sun City, AZ 85351
623-974-4718
Sun City is the original and by far the
largest active adult 55+ community in
Arizona. There are 46,000 resale only
homes in this community, including single
family, town homes and duplexes.
Amenities located within this city are 8
golf courses, 7 recreation centers, 16
shopping centers, 31 churches, 2
libraries, 2 lakes, a hospital, and over
200 clubs and interest groups.
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Located south of the San Tan Freeway
(202) in Gilbert, this 55+ age 2,035 single
family resale only community offers close
in shopping and is 5 miles from Mercy
Hospital. Amenities in this gated community include the Trilogy Golf Course, a
Center for higher learning, a state of the
art culinary teaching kitchen, restaurant,
and luxury homes

Sun City Festival ( by Del Webb )
26415 W Desert Vista Blvd
Buckeye, AZ 85369
800-341-6121
Located behind the White Tank
Mountains, 45 miles northwest of
Phoenix, this 45+ community has 7,200
new and resale homes. The Pioneer Golf
course is open and another course is
planned. Other amenities are indoor and
outdoor pools, hobby rooms, tennis
courts, ball courts,, biking trails, and an
outdoor amphitheater. Single family
homes, both new and resale are offered.
Sun City Grand (by Del Webb )
19726 N. Remington Dr
Surprise, AZ 85374
800-528-2604 / 480-391-6000
Located 32 miles northwest of downtown
Phoenix, Sun City Grand, has 9,600
resale only homes, is age restricted at
45+, and amenities include 4 golf courses,
3 clubhouses, spas, a variety of social clubs
and nearby shopping and restaurants.
Sun City West ( by Del Webb )
19803 N. R.H. Johnson Blvd
Sun City West, AZ 85375
623-214-8629
Sun City West has 16,900 resale only
homes, is age restricted at 45+, and one
of the largest adult communities in Arizona.
Amenities include 9 golf courses, 3 indoor

and 3 outdoor pools, fitness center, restaurants, aquatic center and library. Homes
are single-family and Patio styles.
Sunland Springs Village (by Farnsworth)
2233 S. Springwood Blvd
Mesa, AZ 85209
480-984-4999 / 800-777-7358
In Mesa just off the Superstition Freeway,
this 2,890 home 55+ community sets
among great shopping and restaurants.
Amenities include 27 holes of golf, 2 outdoor pools, tennis and volleyball courts,
several interest groups and social events.
Home styles include single family,
townhouse, and golf condos.
Sunland Village East (by Farnsworth)
2145 S Farnsworth Dr
Mesa, AZ 85209
480-380-0106
This 55+, 2,435 new and resale single
family home and townhouse community is
located near the intersection of Hwy 60
and Hwy 202, close to retail outlets, and
dining facilities. Residents can enjoy a
golf course, 2 club houses, a fitness center,
three pools, and lighted tennis courts.
Trilogy at Power Ranch
(by Shea Homes)
4331 E Chestnut Lane
Gilbert, AZ 85297
480-704-2900

Trilogy at Vistancia (by Shea Homes)
27980 N. Trilogy Blvd.
Peoria, AZ 85383
623-215-6315 / 866-505-9518
Surrounding mountain and desert vistas
enhance the quality of this 55+, 2,450
single family homes, new and resale,
resort style community in Peoria.
Amenities include the Trilogy at Vistancia
Golf Course, and clubhouse, indoor and
outdoor pools, fitness center and spa.
Westbrook Village (by UDC)
19281 N Westbrook Pkwy
Peoria, AZ 85328
623-561-0099
This 3,922 attached and single family
home community has a 40+ age restriction. It is located close to Phoenix and
benefits from shopping malls and retail
outlets in the area. Amenities include
access to 2 golf courses, 2 clubhouses,
hobby and game rooms, numerous clubs
and interest groups.

RETIREMENT & ASSISTED
LIVING COMMUNITIES
(RET) Retirement/Indepenent Living
(SNF) Skilled Nursing Facility
(AL) Assisted Living
(RSP) Respite Liviing
(ALZ) Alzheimer’s Care
Arcadia Estate (AL)
5825 E. Indian School Road
Phoenix, AZ 85018
480-949-0006
This elegant one floor assisted living
home provides private bedrooms with call
buttons, private bathroom, patio, storage
room, and three meals per day. All areas

W W W. P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E . C O M

|

123

8* active adults PHX-2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:32 PM

Page 124

A C T I V E A D U LT S A N D S E N I O R L I V I N G

are wheelchair accessible. The home
has a library with computers for email
and internet access. Also included is a
home theater with a wide screen projection TV.
Arizona Grand (SNF, AL)
4602 N. 24th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85016
602-954-9178
Located in the Biltmore corridor, this
community is within walking distance
from shopping, entertainment, and restaurants, and offers a full range of services
and care, including independent living,
assisted living and skilled nursing services.
Meals and dining are exceptional.
Bella Vista Active Senior Living
(RET, AL)
1825 W. Emelita Ave
Mesa, AZ 85202
480-964-0410
This 200 apartment community enhances
independent living with nearby shopping,
restaurants, churches, entertainment, and
medical facilities. Bring your own furniture
to these one or two bedroom apartments
with kitchens, patios or balcony. Beautiful
courtyards, walkways, and landscaped
garden areas make outdoor strolling
enjoyable.
Bethesda Gardens (SNF, AL)
13825 Cave Creek Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85022
602-765-4000
There are six apartment styles ranging
from 312 to 589 square feet, to choose
from in this 114 apartment unit community.
Special services include assistance with
personal needs, R.N. supervision and
health assessments on site, pharmacy,
on-site rehab facilities, and transportation
to Med/Dental appointments
Brighton Gardens of Scottsdale
(SNF, AL, ALZ)
6001 E. Thomas Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
480-941-2222
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Apartment style assisted living, with
personal care services including assisted
living, Alzheimer’s care, nursing/rehabilitative
care, and hospice care. 3 meals a day,
housekeeping, monthly wellness visits
by an on staff nurse, medication management, and activities are some of the
amenities.
Chris Ridge (RET, AL)
6250 N. 19th Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85015
602-433-6300
Chris Ridge is a senior living community
that prides itself on offering choices that
allow you to live as you so choose. The
community offers three meals per day, a
24 hour specially trained staff, activities,
weekly housekeeping service, emergency
call systems in each apartment, and
emergency detection systems, and
personalized assistance plans.
Desert Springs Senior Living
(RET, AL)
350 E. Eva Street
Phoenix, AZ 85020
602-997-6224
At Desert Springs, assisted living is
designed for senior adults to engage in
an independent lifestyle, but have
available personalized assistance plans
if needed. Services include 3 meals per
day, 24 hour trained staff, activities,
apartment maintenance, scheduled transportation, emergency call and protection
systems, weekly housekeeping, and all
utilities paid.
Desert Winds Assisted Living
(AL, ALZ)
20545 N. Lake Pleasant Rd
Peoria, AZ 85382
623-222-0600
Assisted Living and Memory Loss Care
are provided at this separate facility.
The highly qualified, licensed staff is
available 24 hours a day for these special
care residents. For quality resident care,
the ratio of care givers is higher in this
memory loss facility.
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Desert Winds Independent
Living (RET)
20554 N. 101st Ave
Peoria, AZ 85382
623-362-1200
This retirement community bordering Sun
City and Peoria and is located near
shopping, sports arenas, great restaurants,
golf courses, cultural centers, and medical
offices. The community offers several floor
plans and a variety of amenities for its
senior residents.
Fiesta Village (AL)
5602 N. 7th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85014
602-279-7705
This assisted living center is located on 2
acres in Phoenix. Some of the assisted
services include 3 meals per day,
Diabetic, emergency and inpatient care,
medication assistance and management
and preventive care.
Freedom Inn
Sun City West (AL)
13810 W. Sandridge Dr
Sun City West, AZ 85375
623-584-2338
This Sun City West facility provides
residents with respect for individual
preferences in housing, services and
amenities, by customizing care for
individual needs with personal support
and accommodating changes in care
as needed.
Maravilla Scottsdale (RET, AL, ALZ)
7221 E. Princess Blvd
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
480-538-5600
Situated on 25 acres in north
Scottsdale, adjacent to the TCP Golf
Course, Maravilla Scottsdale is scheduled to open by spring 2011. This 410
unit “Resort” retirement community will
feature casitas for retirees’, assisted
living and Alzheimer residents.
Amenities include restaurants, clubhouse,
indoor and outdoor pools, chip & putt
golf course and more.
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McDowell Village (RET)
8300 E. McDowell Rd
Scottsdale, AZ 85257
480-970-6400
When chosing a home in this community,
you have access to a large variety of
amenities and services. Just a few of these
include a restaurant, lounge and game
room with billiards and card tables, TV,
and a multi-denominational chapel. Some
added amenities are a Beauty/barber
shop, library, heated pool and spa, nearby
shopping, entertainment, retail shops and
cultural activities.
Paradise Valley Retirement Community
(RET, AL)
11645 N. 25th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85028
602-992-0710
Designed for those seniors wishing to
maintain an independent lifestyle, this
facility offers trained on-site staff, activities, household maintenance, scheduled
transportation, emergency call and fire
systems in each apartment

Sunrise of Gilbert (RET, AL)
580 S. Gilbert Rd
Gilbert, AZ 85296
480-632-9400
Private companion suites, dining, media, TV
room, nursing visits, weekly housekeeping,
trained staff, three meals a day, social and
educational programs and personal services
are some of the amenities available.
Thunderbird Retirement Resort
(RET, AL)
5401 W. Dailey St
Glendale, AZ 85306
602-938-0414
This 62+ senior adult apartment complex
is conveniently located within minutes of
restaurants, shopping malls, medical
offices and hospitals. Several styles of
housing are available, from studio, to one
bedroom/one bath or two bedroom/two
bath units. Amenities and services include
restaurant style dining, on site nurse daily
scheduled activities, security, medical
transportation and pets are welcome.

Village Oaks at Chandler (RET, AL)
1919 W. Carla Vista Dr.
Chandler, AZ 85224
480-855-6500
The 62 apartments in this assisted living
compound is a one story home set on 5
acres, and is accessed from highways
101,202,60 and I-10. The at home
atmosphere allows residents to enjoy a
comforting and homelike environment,
and offers help from a welcoming staff,
should you need it. Depending on your
health concerns, special services are
available.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR
SENIORS
Aging Services of Arizona
www.agingservicesofaz.org
602-230-0026
This is a not for profit service association,
affiliated with the American Association
of Homes and Services for the aging
(AAHSA). This is the only association in
Arizona representing long term care,

Sierra Pointe Retirement
Community (RET, AL)
14500 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd
Scottsdale, AZ 85260
480-767-9800
Sierra is a luxury community with resort style
living, and the availability of assisted living
quarters. Apartment homes are available.
Amenities include a fitness center, heated
pool and spa, movie theatre, library and
computer center. Assisted living is available
for those needing additional care.
Sterling House of Peoria (RET, AL)
8989 W. Greenbrian Dr
Peoria, AZ 85382
623-583-1704
Independence and daily assistance is provided at this facility, enabling a 24 hour
staff to individualize residents needs.
Amenities include studio and one bedroom
apt’s, with furnishings, housekeeping, supervision of medication, attention to residents
personal needs, and three meals a day.

W W W. P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E . C O M

|

125

8* active adults PHX-2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:32 PM

Page 126

A C T I V E A D U LT S A N D S E N I O R L I V I N G

housing, assisted living communities,
nursing facilities and community care
facilities.
Area Agency on Aging
www.aaaphx.org
602-285-0505
This is a foundation for senior support
groups. To register for these support groups,
see phone number above. A few of these
groups are Chronic Pain, Depression and
Anxiety, Alzheimer’s, Caregivers Networking,
Adult protective Services, Medicare information, Independent Living and Long time
complaints.
Arizona Care Planning Council
800-989-8137
www.carearizona.org
The Arizona Planning Council is a free
resource for eldercare questions. They
provide a free referral service enabling
seniors in finding eldercare providers,
throughout the state. Some included
services are nursing homes, senior
daycare facilities, hospice care, retirement communities, senior centers, disability
and transportation services, elder law
and Medicaid consultants, financial and
estate planning.
Catholic Charities
Community Service
www.catholiccharitiesaz.com
602-285-1999
Catholic charities offer support for
people of all ages, including the elderly.
Their goal is to provide assistance
regardless of income level, race, ethnicity,
economic status or religious affiliation,
in an effort to building caring families,
reducing poverty, enhancing fairness,
and alleviating suffering. These programs
are funded by both public and private
donations.
Foundation for Senior Living
www.fsl.org
Phoenix 602-297-1840
This Phoenix area Foundation offers several
support programs for senior assistance in
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several cities in the Phoenix area. Phone
numbers for other cities are, Glendale
(602-532-2983), Scottsdale (602-2851800), Tempe 602-532-2982, Tolleson
(602-532-2979, and Santa Maria
(602-532-2975.
The Foundation for Senior Living provides
a number of services for seniors and
those with disabilities including Healthy
Visions Wellness Centers, Senior
Centers, Home Improvements for safer
living, Community Action Programs,
Housing and the OASIS program for
the Arts and Humanities.
Adult Foster Care - For seniors
who can no longer live alone and
need assistance with the activities
of daily living can find caregivers
who open their homes to the elderly
and disabled. Caregivers provide
supervision, meals, aid in daily
activities, recreational activities
and transportation arrangements.
(602-285-1800).
Care by Design – This program is
structured to allow seniors with
special needs to remain in their
homes and receive special care.
Services include caregiver support,
respite care, personal assistance,
home management, and travel assistance. (602-285-1505 x 192).
Housing – Apartments provide seniors
and individuals with mobility requirements the comfort of individual
homes, satisfies the desire for independence and dignity, and the enjoyment of neighbors and communal
activities. (602-285-1800)
Governors Advisory Council on Aging
www.de.state.az.us/gaca
602-264-2255
The council was created by state law to
review the development and implementation of the state plan on aging and to
serve as the official state advocate for
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seniors, promoting the quality of life for
older adults.
Maricopa County Department of
Human Services
www.hsd.maricopa.gov
602-506-5911
Senior Adult Independent Living (SAIL) is a
program through which the Area Agency
on Aging provides case management
and in-home services to older and disabled adults. With funding provided
mainly by federal and state resources, the
Area Agency is able to help individuals
receive the services they need.
Pinal County Health & Human Services
www.pinalcountyaz.gov
520-866-2255
Offers numerous Home and Community
Based Services (HCBS) including assisted
living, attendant and personal care and
other home-based services. Some of the
other available services include home
delivered meals, behavioral health, home
health nursing, hospitalization, and if necessary, nursing home services
Senior Advocacy Organizations –
Region One
www.aaaphx.org
602-264-2255
This agency maintains a 24 hour senior
help line staffed by English and Spanish
speaking Social workers to assist in locating
services and resources for Maricopa
County for Seniors
Valley Metro-Dial a Ride
www.valleymetro.org
602-253-5000
Valley Metro is committed to providing
transportation for the general public, and
especially Dial-a-ride service for seniors,
and persons with disabilities. For information
on routes and schedules as well as trip
planning assistance, call the number
above. If dial-A-Ride is unable to transportation needs, call the Maricopa
County Special Transportation Services at
602-372-4280.
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HELPFUL SERVICES
Senior Advocacy Organizations

Employment

Arizona Care Planning Council

800-989-8137

AARP Senior Employment Svc.

602-841-0403

Adult Daycare

800-989-8137

Aging and Adult Admin. Title V Program

602-542-4446

Adult Protective Services

602-264-4984

Goodwill Older Worker

602-416-6149

Area Agency on Aging

602-264-4357

Family Eldercare

Attorney General's Office

602-264-2255

Elderly Care Options

602-542-1213

Foundation for Senior Living

602-285-1800

Guardianship

877-343-3767

In-Home Services

866-454-8346

Alcoholism
Al-Anon Family Group

480-969-6144

Food Service

Alcoholics Anonymous

602-264-1341

Assoc. of Arizona Food Banks

602-278-5877

Council on Alcoholism

602-285-1396

Meals on Wheels

602-264-4357

More Meal Services

602-264-4357

Associations and Support Groups
Alzheimer's Association

602-528-0545

Home Care

American Alliance-Mental Illness

602-244-8166

In Home Services

866-454-8346

American Cancer Society

602-224-0524

Homecare Management

480-633-1831

American Diabetes Assoc

602-861-4731

Information/Referrals

American Heart Assoc

602-414-5353

AARP Chapter Services

866-389-5649

American Lung Assoc

602-258-7505

Family Eldercare, Inc

602-542-1213

American Liver Foundation

602-953-1800

United Way

602-631-4800

Arizona Council for the Blind

602-273-7411

Medicaid

Arizona Council - Hearing Impaired

602-542-3323

Report Medicaid Fraud

800-368-5779

Arizona Kidney Foundation

602-264-7679

Senior Information Services

800-772-1213

Arthritis Foundation

602-258-7505

Money & Taxes

Asthma Foundation

800-727-8462

AARP Homebound Tax Svc

800-368-5779

Epilepsy Foundation of America

602-406-3581

Arizona Dept. of Economic Security

602-841-9237

Lupus Foundation

602-274-2213

Community Action Programs

602-534-4732

Mental Health Association

480-994-4407

Medicare Cost Sharing Program

602-417-5010

National Council-Drug Dependence

602-264-6414

Nursing Home Advocacy

National Osteoporosis Foundation

202-223-2226

Phoenix Area Ombudsman

Parkinson's Foundation

602-406-4931

Social Security

United Ostomy Assoc

602-846-0816

National Social Security Admin

800-772-1213

Phoenix, Social Security Admin

602-298-4120

Bereavement
The Cope Foundation

516-364-2673

Funeral Assistance
Arizona Care Planning Council

800-989-8137

Elder Law and Complaints

602-264-2255

Transportation
AAA Transportation

602-437-4000

Arizona Senior Transportation

602-264-4357

Dial-A-Ride

623-934-4256
623-977-8363

Abuse and Neglect

800-356-3603

Sun Cities Area Transit System

Better Business Bureau

602-264-1721

Volunteering

Phoenix-Department of Human Services

602-262-7379

Big Brothers/Big Sisters

602-230-8900

Foster Grandparents

623-776-0207

Retired and Senior Volunteers

602-379-4825

Legal
Arizona Civil Liberties Foundation

602-650-1967

Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence 602-279-2900

Widows/Survivors

Legal Hotline for Elder Arizonians

800-834-5001

SIDS - Arizona

602-433-7437

Maricopa County Bar Referral Service

602-257-2900

Survivors of Suicide

480-784-1514

W W W. P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E . C O M

|

127

9* getting settled PHX-2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:39 PM

Page 128

Getting Settled
beverlyroman
he Phoenix Relocation Guide is designed to provide those new to the Phoenix area with a wealth
of information. And, as excited as you may be with your relocation decision, it is still a challenge to
settle into any new community. With this article, I will share with you my relocation tips, based on
more than thirty books and extensive personal experience, to smooth your adjustment into Phoenix.

LEARN ABOUT YOUR NEW CITY
You may find yourself lodged in a hotel or temporary housing until your belongings arrive, and that’s a
nice opportunity to become familiar with Phoenix. The Phoenix Relocation Guide is the perfect place to
start learning about what this wonderful city has to offer. You can also find additional information at the
Chamber of Commerce www.visitphoenix.com, the Visitor’s Center, hotels/motels/airports, and real
estate offices (see the Helpful Websites sidebar on the opposite page).

128

|

P H O E N I X R E L O C AT I O N G U I D E 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2

9* getting settled PHX-2011:Flintrock Falls Covers

5/6/11

1:39 PM

Page 129

GETTING SETTLED IN PHOENIX

A walking or bus tour, while fun for the
whole family, actually serves to help you
become acclimated and learn about the
city. You can also visit local points of interest such as museums, parks and exhibits;
enjoy a concert; and try out restaurants
featuring local cuisine. Check out any
services, activities or organizations that
are of particular interest to your family.

SPOUSE CAREER
CONSIDERATIONS
One of the biggest challenges of moving
is relocating a “second” career. If you, as
a spouse, are transferring your job to a
home office, then a computer, telephone,
e-mail account and fax machine may be
all that you will need to get started.
However, if your job was not “portable,”
you might consider a new career, parttime or temporary employment, or perhaps even start your own business.
Evaluate your skills, accomplishments and
greatest strengths when you are planning
your next endeavor. A few resources to tap
are your spouse’s employer, local organizations, real estate offices with “Partner
Career Assistance Programs,” independent
career counselors, your university/college
alma mater and of course the Sunday
edition of the local papers. If you are
searching for a job, start networking by
telling those you meet that you are looking.

If you have chosen to take a break from
your career, consider volunteering your
time and talent. Volunteering to a charitable organization is a wonderful effort as
well as a way to meet new people and
learn more about the community.
Volunteer activities add depth to résumés,
but the experience needs to be documented so that the service equates to business
expertise. Before you again become fully
employed, use any free time to enjoy your
new community. Refer to the Advice for
Volunteers website for guidance in selecting
a volunteer position and Monster.com for
spouse assistance in the Helpful Websites
sidebar.

SUCCESSFULLY RELOCATING
YOUR SMALLEST MOVERS
The majority of relocating families have
dependent children. If you are moving
with children, you probably researched
schools before moving; however, personal
school visits will transform the unknown
into reality. Visits to new schools to survey the classrooms and meet teachers
will go a long way to allay your, and
your children’s worries about the new
environment.

American Medical Association

www.ama-assn.org

Monster.com

www.monster.com

American School Directory

www.asd.com

Listen carefully to each child’s concerns—
every move can bring new issues to the
surface. Encourage your children to
maintain contact with former friends, even
while trying to make new friends.
Exchanging photos, having e-mail access
and possibly a cell phone with a camera
feature can help bridge the gap between
old and new friends during the early
weeks in a new location.

National Association of Child Care
Resource and Referral Agencies

www.naccrra.org

DEALING WITH CHALLENGES

Elder Care Locator

www.eldercare.gov

American Animal Hospital Association
(AAHA) Hospital Locator

www.healthypet.com

Advice for Volunteers

www.serviceleader.org

Parents Without Partners, Inc.

www.parentswithoutpartners.org

HELPFUL WEBSITES

Keep in mind that every stage and
every age can bring new challenges.
Children who sailed through the last
move could be in an entirely different
place emotionally and physically for this
move, so parents cannot assume that a
child will ease into the current move.
Routinely share accomplishments and
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challenges with each other and talk
about ways to overcome difficulties.
Children need to know that even though
the parents are responsible for uprooting them, you both have challenges to
face, and you need to work together as
a family to solve them.

TIPS for
SETTLING IN
• Write down three or four
goals to achieve in your
new city.
• Continue all your special
family celebrations and
traditions.
• Share some of your
family’s special recipes
and cultural aspects with
new acquaintances and
neighbors.
• Keep a log of new
experiences and
accomplishments.
• Give everyone in the
family manageable
moving chores (taking
care of practical matters
will take the edge off
homesickness).
• Join an athletic or special
interest group.

The following signs may indicate that
children are struggling with the adjustment: sudden reading difficulties,
changes in attention span or study habits,
weight loss or gain, altered enthusiasm
or energy levels, strained relationships
with you or their siblings, or disturbed
sleep patterns. Stay closely involved
with your children during the early
months in a new location so you know
how they are feeling, what they are
thinking and who their new friends are.
Consider volunteering or get involved
with the school so that you can see for
yourself how your children are managing.
Both adults and children need the stability
and comfort of established routines,
so keep the same rules, bedtimes,
mealtimes, allowances and expectations
that you had before moving. Refer to
the Tips for Settling In sidebar for more
great info to help both you and the
kids.

CHILDREN AND SAFETY
When children are in an unfamiliar environment, they can easily forget basic safety
rules. The following are always a good
reminder:
• Keep close to a parent, and take an
adult’s hand in crowded areas.
• Carry personal identification and phone
numbers to contact parents at all times.
• Know where to meet in case families
become separated.
• Review street crossing safety guidelines.

• Get involved in community
and religious organizations,
especially those that sponsor
activities, volunteer efforts
and programs for newcomers.
• Learn about the local
government, issues and
politics.
• Take one day at a time.
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• Make sure children understand how to
get help safely if they get lost.

MEDICAL AND SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS
It is a fact that moving places additional
stress on individuals and consequently,
they are more vulnerable to accidents or
illness, not to mention unexpected flareups of chronic health conditions. If an
emergency occurs, every second counts;
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therefore, as a precaution, locate hospitals,
pharmacies and physicians that will meet
your family’s needs before an emergency
arises.
Learn the procedures, telephone numbers
and access codes for emergency care
and always carry medical identification
with you. Also, in an emergency, you
may forget your new telephone number
and/or address so before an emergency
arises, program them into your cell phone
and place written notes near each telephone in your home, as well as basic
directions to your residence. Directions
will not only be useful for family members
in the early days at your new home,
but they will also assist babysitters and
visiting relatives.

EMBRACE THE MOVE
Whether or not you have children, or you
are married, single or retired, relocating
to a new community can ultimately
become a wonderful and enriching
experience. The suggestions in this article
have worked for many relocating families,
and they can also help your family
become comfortable in your new home.
As an aside, when people learn that I’ve
moved 19 times, the response is often
“What place did you like best?” My
answer is always the same: “Where my
family was.” I wish you all the best!

About the Author | Beverly D. Roman founded BR Anchor Publishing in 1990 and has written more than 30 international and domestic
relocation books. Two of her books won the
Employee Relocation Council’s Achievement
Award for Special Purpose Programs. Her international newsletter has supported corporations
and the military in over 140 countries for more
than18 years. Beverly served from 20022004 as founding chairperson for Families in
Global Transition, Inc. (FIGT) an organization
that focuses on the most critical issues associated with international cultural transitions.
Contact her at broman@branchor.com,
904.641.1140 or visit www.branchor.com.
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Bedmart is Arizona’s largest mattress retailer and the number one retailer
of the brands you know and trust. Owned by an Arizona family, we give
every customer the best service and the lowest price – guaranteed! Stop by.
Say ‘hi’ and take home a FREE gift just for coming in!
To receive a $300 Bedmart Gift Card towards the purchase of any
premium Serta or Simmons mattress set, simply email azrelo@azbedmart.com
and type in the subject line Bedmart Gift. Or, buy any Tempur-Pedic,
ComforPedic or Serta iComfort mattress set and we’ll make a 5%
Donation to Crisis Nursery, MDA, Community Food Bank, or the
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. Some restrictions apply.
Before you go to bed, go to

Arizona born,
Arizona bred...
here to stay!

Arrowhead/Glendale

Gilbert

Phoenix

8230 W. Bell Rd. • 623-878-0536

2720 S. Market St. • 480-855-0748

Ahwatukee

Goodyear

7230 W. Ray Rd. • 480-893-3003
4910 E. Ray Rd. • 480-320-2434

1550 N. Dysart Rd. • 623-535-0188

Mesa

3612 West Bell Rd. • 602-863-0770
4221 E. Thomas Rd. • 602-955-4820
20330 N. Cave Creek Rd. • 602-569-1284
8002 N. 19th Ave. • 602-864-3620

Carefree

2154 E. Baseline Rd. • 480-539-8315
1710 S. Alma School Rd. • 480-752-0670
1909 N. Power Rd. • 480-985-9375

15830 Hayden Rd. • 480-991-6005
9180 E. Indian Bend • 480-362-1433

34462 N. Scottsdale Rd. • 480-760-4060

Casa Grande

Scottsdale

1609 E. Florence Blvd., #10 • 520-836-8972

Paradise Valley

Sun City

Chandler

12851 N. Tatum Blvd. • 602-482-2136

14646 N. Del Webb Blvd. • 623-933-7789

1400 S. Arizona Ave. • 480-899-9847

Peoria

Fountain Hills

Surprise

9494 W. Northern Ave. • 623-772-7372
9811 W. Happy Valley Rd. • 623-792-6153

13843 W. Bell Rd. • 623-546-2382

16925 E. El Lago Blvd. • 480-836-1696

877-AZBEDMART

•

www.azbedmar t.com
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GETTING
AROUND
in PHOENIX
T

here’s nothing more frustrating than
moving to a new city and having no
idea where to get your driver’s license
and vehicle registration; how to navigate your way around new streets; or
where the airport is. Never fear–here’s
some basic information on getting settled in Phoenix:

DRIVER LICENSE, TITLE AND
REGISTRATION
As described in the customer service
guide and driver license manual, Arizona
issues an extended driver license that continues until age 65, although photo and
vision screenings need to be updated
every 12 years. At 60 years and over
drivers will receive a 5-year license with a
renewal date of every 5 years, also
requiring vision and photo updating.
Temporary residents such as out of state
students or military personnel and family
members may apply for a 5-year license
regardless of age. The applicant must
have valid proof of age and identity.
Foreign applicants will be processed in
accordance with Arizona authorized
presence requirements.

132

|

All Offices perform both driver license
and title and registration services unless
otherwise noted. Driver license fees vary
from $10.00 to $25.00 depending on
age group. The vehicle registration fee is
based on the make, model and year of
the vehicle. Some offices also perform
commercial driver license services and
Motorcycle skill testing. Consult the
Customer Service Guide, available at all
testing facilities to find the facility that
meets your needs. For further inquiries
regarding the Metro Phoenix area, contact the Motor Vehicle Division of Arizona
at 602-255-0072 or consult their web site
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at www.azdot.gov. Driver License
Examinations, Vehicle Title and Registrations
are applied for at the following locations:
• Apache Junction
575 Idaho Road #600
•

Avondale
1452 N. Eliseo C. Felix Jr. Way

•

Casa Grande
240 W. Cottonwood Lane

•

Chandler
50 S. Beck Avenue

•

Coolidge
672 N. Arizona Blvd.

ARIZONA AUTO INSURANCE
Proof of insurance is mandatory before one can register a car in
Arizona. Minimum levels of financial responsibility for private
passenger vehicles are: $15,000 bodily injury liability for one
person and $30,000 for two or more persons and $10,000
property damage liability. Combined single limit liability of
$300,000 or split limits of $100,000/ $300,000 BI and $50,000
PD; Medical payments of $5,000; UM limits same as liability; $100
Deductible Comprehensive; $200 Deductible Collision.
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There’s A Car With Your
Name On It...
Find Your Next Car
AT A GREAT PRICE!
We Are The Valley's Leading Source
Of Print & Online Advertising
With A Reach Of Over 30 Million Buyers!

Your Copy Of This FREE
Magazine Is Available At
More Than 1,000 Valley Locations!
New Iss
ue
Invento s &
Every Fr ry
iday!

Post It. Sell It. Start Today.
With 1000s Of Ads Online,
You’re Sure To Find The
One That’s Right For You.
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WHERE IN
THE U.S.?

Distance from Phoenix
to Other Major Cities
Ajo

110

Ash Fork

152

Benson

156

Bisbee

205

Casa Grande

45

Clifton

207

Coolidge

51

Douglas

229

Flagstaff

145

Florence

61

Holbrook

191

Hoover Dam

259

Gila Bend

68

Globe

87

Grand Canyon

228

Kingman

186

Mesa

15

Nogales, AZ

175

Nogales, Mexico

176

Parker

169

Prescott

102

Safford

164

Sedona

119

Show Low

174

Sonoita

161

Springerville

220

Tombstone

181

Tubac

155

Tucson

111

Wickenburg

58

Willcox

192

Yuma

184
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•

Glendale
16380 N 59th Avenue

•

Mesa
1840 S. Mesa Drive

•

Mesa–East
7631 E. Main Street

•

Mesa–Southeast
4123 E. Valley Auto Drive

•

Phoenix–Central
2739 E. Washington Street

•

Phoenix–Northwest
20626 N. 26th Avenue

•

Phoenix–West
4005 N. 51st Avenue

•

Phoenix–South
221 E. Olympic Drive

•

Scottsdale
7339 E. Paradise Lane

•

Surprise
13009 W. Bell Road

•

Tempe
1703 E. Larkspur Lane

EMMISIONS TESTING
Every car (unless it is model year
1966 or earlier) must pass emission
inspection each year before it can be
registered.
Vehicle Inspection Stations’ locations:
(Telephone for all locations is 602-4704646.) or 800-284-7748 All inspection
stations are open Monday through Friday:
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Saturday: 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.
• Chandler, Gilbert
20 N. Beck Avenue
2360 S. Airport Boulevard

•

Phoenix
4949 E. Madison Street
10210 N. 23rd Avenue
1520 Riverview Drive
5302 W. Roosevelt Street
15439 N. 40th Street

•

Scottsdale
8448 E. Evans Road

•

Surprise
13425 W. Westgate Drive

Car Pooling
A RideShare, a matching service for
those who wish to car pool, is provided
by Valley Metro Transit. For more information and an application for a matchlist of
people who live and work near you and
also want to car pool can be obtained by
calling 602-262-7433. Preferential parking and Commuter Club benefits are
inducements to encourage participation.

TRANSPORTATION
AIRPORTS
Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport
(3400 E. Sky Harbor Blvd) is located 4 miles east of downtown
Phoenix. For individual carrier information, consult the box to the right.
Municipal Airports
• Chandler Municipal Airport
2380 S. Stinson Way
480-782-3540
• Deer Valley Airport (Phoenix)
702 W. Deer Valley Drive
623-869-0975
• Falcon Field Municipal (Mesa)
4800 Falcon Drive
480-644-2444

•

Glendale
5850 W. Beverly Lane
7140 N. 110th Avenue

• Glendale Municipal Airport
6801 N. Glen Harbor Blvd. #201
623-930-2450

•

Mesa
4442 E. Ivy Street
1851 W. 1st Avenue

• Goodyear (Litchfield)
1658 S. Litchfield Road
623-932-1200
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• Scottsdale Airport
15000 N. Airport Drive
480-312-2321

Greyhound Bus Lines’ main terminal is at
2115 E. Buckeye Road, 800-231-2222.

• Sky Ranch at Carefree
8302 E. Cave Creek Road
480-488-3571

RAILWAY
Passenger train service is from Amtrak’s
terminal at 401 W. Harrison, 800-8727245 (USA-RAIL).

• Stellar Airpark (Chandler)
209 S. Stellar Parkway
480-961-1502
• Phoenix-Mesa Gateway
5835 S. Sossaman Road
480-988-3443
BUS
The city of Phoenix Transit System and
Valley Metro, 602-253-5000, provide
local and express bus service. The
Ride Guide for first-time riders and The
Bus Book for the metro area contain
information on routes, schedules and
special services. They are available
from the Phoenix Transit System and
libraries.

CAR
Phoenix is readily accessible from all
directions and is a very easy city in which
to get around, once you have some basic
facts. I-17 comes into Phoenix from the
north, I-10 from the west and curves to the
south and US 60/89 comes in from the
east.
Starting at the intersection of Central Avenue
and Washington Street, the east/west
streets bear names and north/south
streets east of Central are numbered
streets, places and ways. West of Central
are numbered avenues, drives and lanes.
For road conditions, call 511.

MOVING?

Smooth Your Move with
BR Anchor Publishing
Books by Beverly D. Roman
provide cost-effective and
practical relocation advice
for the entire family.
Proven relocation techniques
for adults, teens, preteens
and young children.
Valuable resources, checklists,
safety advice and much more!

Order online at www.branchor.com

or call 1.800.735.9209
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Photo Courtesy of Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport

SKY HARBOR

ARIZONA’S GATEWAY
to the WORLD
P

hoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport, also known under the motto
“America’s Friendliest Airport,” is a joint
civil-military public airport located
three miles southeast of the Phoenix’s
central business district. It has been
owned and operated under its current
name since 1935, when it was purchased
by the city of Phoenix and began operating
with just one runway. In the 1950’s it was
served by American Airlines, Bonanza Air
Lines, the original Frontier Airlines and
Trans World Airlines.

parking spaces organized by terminal
and outer lots. As Arizona’s largest and
busiest airport as well as the largest
commercial airport in the American
Southwest, it also has been identified as
the ninth busiest airport in the United
States and one of the top 15 busiest
airports in the world. On a daily basis the
airport handles about 1,252 aircraft,
103,630 passengers and more than
675 tons of cargo. In 2009, Sky Harbor
hosted some 38 million commercial
passengers.

Since then, Sky Harbor, which celebrated
its 75th Anniversary in 2010, has grown
into a 3,000-acre, three-terminal, threerunway complex with more than 30,000

Eighteen airlines provide more than 100
daily non-stop flights out of Sky Harbor to
domestic and international destinations,
with connecting service to anywhere in

136
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the world, including its facilities (in its
private airplane area) as one of eight
service centers for the medevac airline Air
Evac. Customer service amenities include
three Pet Parks, a consolidated Rental Car
Center and a unique audio and visual
passenger-paging system. More than
300 volunteer Navigators serve
throughout the airport, answering
questions and welcoming visitors. Sky
Harbor also provides a free shuttle bus
connection to METRO light rail at 44th
Street and Washington. Other amenities
include lounges, an art museum, the
chance to participate in a guided tour of
the airport, a USO for military personnel,
an inter-faith chapel, and many shops
and eateries.
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Sky Harbor is the primary regional hub
and Mexico gateway for Tempe-based
US Airways (the airport’s largest operator),
the third largest hub for domestic commuter,
Great Lakes Airlines and is also the
third-largest focus city for Southwest
Airlines, whose traffic from Sky Harbor
has increased more than 352 percent
since 1990. Because of Phoenix’s
consistent wind patterns, Sky Harbor is
one of the largest airports in the world
to have all runways running parallel (in
the east-west direction).
As part of the Phoenix Airport System,
which also includes Goodyear and
Deer Valley airports, Sky Habor’s total
economic impact cannot be ignored. In
all, the System contributed some $33
billion and 305,136 jobs to the Valley
of the Sun’s economy, including $11.9
billion in annual payroll. By itself as the
largest economic resource in Arizona,
Sky Harbor brings in $8.2 billion and
provides some 34,000 Phoenicians
with jobs totaling $1.7 billion in annual
payroll.

Channel 11, cable government access
channels statewide, and on Sky Harbor’s
Web site. The airport also maintains
a presence on the radio waves. “Air
Time with Phoenix Sky Harbor” is a
weekly, 30-minute radio show airing
Sunday’s at 10:30 a.m. on 1480 AM
KPHX Progressive Talk Radio. The airport also participate in and has
accepted invitations for local events
and conferences.
Sky Harbor is also home to Sky
Harbor Air National Guard Base and
its host wing, the 161st Air Refueling
Wing (161 ARW), an Air Mobility
Command (AMC)-gained unit of the
Arizona Air National Guard. One of
two flying units in the Arizona ANG,
the 161 ARW currently flies the KC-135R
Stratotanker aircraft. In addition to its
domestic role as a National Guard
unit, answering to the Governor of

Arizona, the 161 ARW also performs
both a stateside and overseas role as
a USAF organization, supporting air
refueling and air mobility missions
worldwide.
Phoenix Sky Harbor’s Web site may
be found at www.skyharbor.com. The
site provides travelers with information
on parking, security, pick-up and
drop-off regulations, passenger paging,
airport and city maps, flight information
and other travel tips. The airport also
provides regular updates on Facebook
and Twitter at PHXSkyHarbor. Sky Harbor
can be contacted via phone (602-2733300) or e-mail (skyharbor@phoenix.gov).

Sources: ASU W.P. Carey School of Business,
www.skyharbor.com, Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport Department of Public
Relations, Wikipedia

Photo Courtesy of Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport

The facility is constantly being upgraded
and improved to meet the growing
needs of the community. Some areas of
airport improvement includes a new,
33-gate terminal west of Terminal Two;
one more final concourse addition to
Terminal Four, making it an eight-concourse terminal; a safety refit of Sky
Harbor’s southern-most runway featuring
runway status lights warning pilots of
unsafe crossing, two new runway exits
and an extension of the runway’s safety
area. Beginning early 2013, the PHX
Sky Train will transport passengers
between METRO light rail, East
Economy Parking and Terminal 4, Sky
Harbor’s busiest terminal.
As part of its public outreach efforts, the
Phoenix Aviation Department produces
“Destination: Phoenix Sky Harbor,” a
30-minute, behind-the-scenes look at
the airport, which airs on Phoenix
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(like with a new company if you’re relocating in a corporate move), most moving
companies require payment upon delivery in cash, traveler’s checks, money
order or cashier’s check. Personal checks
are usually not accepted.

RECYCLING
The Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality maintains a Recycling Hot-line. To
find out why recycling is important, what
can be recycled and where, and to
receive some conservation tips, call 480782-3430.

ELECTRICITY

NEWCOMER
INFORMATION
EVERYTHING YOU
NEED TO KNOW

Arizona Public Service supplies electricity
for most of the Valley of the Sun. Service
for Avondale, Buckeye, Carefree/ Cave
Creek, Chandler, Gilbert, Goodyear,
Litchfield Park, Peoria, Sun City West,
Tempe, Glendale, Paradise Valley,
Phoenix, Scottsdale and Sun City can
call 602-371-7171.
Salt River Project is the other main supplier of electricity. Service can be obtained
by calling 602-236-8888. Mesa also
has electricity supplied by the city, 480644-2221.

TELEPHONE

M

oving can be a hectic time for
just about anyone. But a few simple
tips might help once you get here.
Start becoming acclimated to your new
community. Check out the Phoenix
Relocation Guide and other community
resources for fun things to do and
places to go, as well as for practical
information like school districts and
voter registration locations.
Call ahead to have utilities connected
at your new home the day before or the
day of your scheduled move-in
(resources for phone, Internet, cable,
gas, electric and other utilities are listed
below.) Check to make sure the utilities
138
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have been connected, and follow up
on any delays. Make sure your phone
is connected. Ideally, you should have
the phone company hook it up the day
before you move in.
Most moving companies advise, that to
prevent possible damage, televisions,
stereos, computers, other electronic
equipment and major appliances
should not be used for 24 hours after
delivery, allowing them time to adjust
to room temperature.

Qwest Communications is the main supplier of local telephone service for
Maricopa County. Service can be established by calling 1-800-244-1111. To
order telephone directories, call 1-800422-8793.
Some of the long-distance companies serving
the metropolitan Phoenix area are: AT&T, 1800-222-0300; ALLNET Communications, 1800-783-2020; Call-America, 480-9643888; LDDS World-Com, 602-665-6000;
MCI, 1-800-950-5555; Sprint, 1-800-8774646; and Westel, 602-279-5000.

WATER
Make sure you have payment on hand for
your moving charges. Unless other billing
arrangements were made in advance
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To turn on/off water in the communities
featured in this Guide, call the following
numbers.
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• Avondale: 623-478-3230
• Buckeye: 623-349-6800
• Carefree: 480-488-9100
• Cave Creek: 602-358-4211
• Chandler: 480-782-2280
• Fountain Hills: 480-837-3411
• Gilbert: 480-503-6400
• Glendale: 623-930-3190
• Goodyear: 623-932-3015
• Litchfield Park: 623-932-3015

HELPFUL RESOURCES
EMERGENCY SERVICES
For fire, police and ambulance emergency, dial 911 for all communities
listed in this Guide. Other important numbers to have on hand are:
Poison Control – 602-253-3334 or 1-800-362-0101;
Crime Stop, Phoenix Police Department – 602-262-6151
Suicide Prevention Center Hotline – 480-784-1500
Arizona Highway Patrol – 602-223-2000

• Mesa: 480-644-2221
• Paradise Valley: 480-948-5410
• Peoria: 623-773-7160
• Phoenix: 602-262-6251
• Scottsdale: 480-312-2461
• Sun City/Sun City West:
623-974-2521
• Tempe: 480-350-8361
• Tolleson: 623-936-7111

GAS
Southwest Gas supplies natural gas to the
majority of the Valley. The main customer assistance phone number is 602-861-1999. Gas
is supplied to Care-free/Cave Creek by Black
Mountain Gas Company, 480-488-3402.
Mesa also supplies gas, 480-644-2221.

CABLE TELEVISION
Cable television offers a wide variety of programming throughout the Valley of the Sun.
• Cox Communications
1550 W Deer Valley Rd.
Phoenix 85027
623-594-0505
• Zona Communications
2238 W. Lone Cactus Dr, Ste. 100
Phoenix 85027
623-455-4500
www.zonacommunications.com
Serving Buckeye, Carefree, Cave Creek,
Chandler, Fountain Hills, Glendale,
Goodyear, Litchfield Park, Paradise Valley,
Peoria, Sun City, Sun City West, Phoenix,
Scottsdale, Gilbert, Avondale, Tolleson,
and parts of Mesa.

LEGAL SERVICES
Several sources for finding an attorney exist in the metropolitan
Phoenix area. Any of the following can assist you in locating an attorney to handle your specific need.
The Arizona State Bar Association
111 W. Monroe, Suite 1800, Phoenix 85003, 602-252-4804
The Lawyer Referral Service of the Maricopa Bar Association
303 E. Palm Lane, Phoenix 85004, 602-257-4434
Community Legal Services
305 S. 2nd Avenue, Phoenix 85003, 602-258-3434
VOLUNTEERS
After getting settled in your new home, it’s time to make new friends.
A great way to start meeting people is to volunteer your time to an
organization. The Volunteer Center of Maricopa County is a referral
service that will assist in finding the right organization. 1515 E.
Osborn Road, Phoenix 85014, 602-263-9736; East Valley Branch,
525 W. Southern Avenue, Mesa 85210, 480-461-3198.
RESIDENCY
Newcomers are considered residents of Arizona if they own or rent a
residence for six months or more; accept a job (other than seasonal
employment); register children in public schools; obtain a state driver’s license; or maintain a business that is taxed by the state.
VOTER REGISTRATION
To vote in local and national elections, you must be registered at least
twenty-nine days prior to the election. You must be at least 18 years
old, a citizen of the United States and a resident of Arizona.
Registration can be done at various locations: The Maricopa County
Department of Elections, 111 S. 3rd Avenue, Room 102, Phoenix
85003, 602-506-1511; League of Women Voters, 7315 N. 16th
Street, Phoenix 85020, 602-997-5218; political party offices; at all
city clerk offices; and driver’s license bureaus. Special mail-in forms
for registration are also available at these same locations.
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A MOVING
TIMELINE

THE KEY

is

PLANNING AHEAD

which may become necessary after
the computation has been prepared.
Determine what degree of legal
protection is needed for the safety of
your goods. From acceptance to
delivery of your goods, the carrier is
responsible for your shipment.
Responsibility is not the same as
liability, however.

EIGHT WEEKS AHEAD
•

140

Contact your mover to make
arrangements for moving day.
Make certain that estimators are
aware of everything that must be
moved. Don’t “forget” the lawn
furniture, etc. The charge for interstate moves will be based on
actual weight and distance; not on
estimates, unless you have requested
and received a binding estimate. A
binding estimate specifies in
advance the cost of your move. It
includes all transportation charges
plus any additional services which
you might request. It does not include
items which are later added to the
shipment or any additional services

|

•

Begin to inventory and evaluate your
possessions. What can be sold or donated to a charitable organization? What
haven’t you used within the last year?

•

Make a list of everyone you need to
notify about your move: friends, professionals, creditors, subscriptions, etc.

•

If some of your goods are to be
stored, make the necessary arrangements now. (Your moving counselor
should be able to help.)

•

Contact doctors, dentists, lawyers
and accountants and obtain copies
of your personal records. Ask for
referrals where possible.

Start to use up things you can’t move,
such as frozen foods and cleaning
supplies.

SIX WEEKS AHEAD
•

•

Contact the IRS and/or your accountant
for information on what moving
expenses may be tax-deductible.
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FOUR WEEKS AHEAD

ONE WEEK AHEAD

•

•

•

•

Obtain a change-of-address kit from
the post office and begin filling out
cards with the effective date of the
move. Fill out a change for each family
member receiving mail.
Arrange special transportation for
your pets and plants. Take pets to the
veterinarian for required health
certificates and rabies shots.

•

•

Notify the principal of your children’s
school about your intended move
and arrange for transfer of school
records and credentials.
•

•

•

•

Contact utility and related companies
(gas, electric, oil, water, telephone,
cable TV and trash collection) for
service disconnect/connect at
your old and new addresses.
However, remember to keep phone
and utilities connected at your
current home throughout moving
day.
Contact insurance companies (auto,
homeowner’s or renter’s, medical
and life) to arrange for coverage in
your new location.
Plan a garage sale to sell unneeded
items or arrange to donate them to
charity. If donating, get receipts for
possible tax deductions.

Have your car serviced and checked
for problems.
Transfer your fire insurance on
house-hold goods or other insurance on
personal possessions, so that they will be
covered at your new home and enroute.
Arrange for sufficient cash or travelers
checks to cover cost of moving services
and expenses until you make banking
connections. Cash or certified check is
required by the moving company. They
will not unpack the van without it.
Don’t forget to withdraw the contents
of your safe deposit box, pick up
any dry-cleaning, return library
books and rented video tapes, etc.

THREE DAYS AHEAD
•

Defrost your freezer and refrigerator.
Block doors open so they can’t accidentally close on pets or children.

•

Have your major appliances disconnected and prepared for the move.

•

Pack a box of personal items that will
be needed immediately at your new
home. Have this box loaded last or
carry it with you in your car.

•

•

Make travel arrangements and
reservations for your moving trip.
However, you may not wish to make
plane reservations for the same day
that you’re moving out.

•

•

Organize and set aside those things
that you’re taking with you so that they
don’t get loaded on the van in error.
Cancel telephone and home deliveries

MOVING DAY
•

Collect important papers (insurance,
will, deeds, passport, stock, birth
records, etc.).
Arrange to close accounts in your
local bank and open accounts in
your new locale.

Arizona Republic

602-444-8000

East Valley Tribune

480-898-6500

Daily News-Sun

623-977-8351

WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS
Fountain Hills Times

480-837-1925

Jewish News Phoenix

602-870-9470

Sun City Daily News Sun 623-977-8351
The Glendale News Press 623-637-3200
The Catholic Sun

602-354-2137

Sonoran News

480-488-2021

West Valley View

623-535-8439

Peoria Times

623-842-6000

Phoenix New Times

602-271-0040

San Tan News

480-732-0250

The Scottsdale Times

480-348-0343

The State Press (ASU)

480-965-2292

The Wester

623-584-2992

TELEVISION

THREE WEEKS AHEAD
•

DAILY NEWSPAPERS.

•

Make sure that someone is at home
to answer the van foreman’s questions.
Read your bill of lading and inventory
carefully before you sign them. Keep
these – and all related papers – in a safe
location until all charges have been paid
and all claims, if any, have been settled.
Leave keys for your old property with
your Realtor® or neighbors.

KTVK (IND)

Channel 3

KPHO (CBS)

Channel 5

KAET (PBS)

Channel 8

KSAZ (FOX)

Channel 10

KPNX (NBC)

Channel 12

KNXV (ABC)

Channel 15

KTVW (UNIVISION)

Channel 33

KUTP (MYNET)

Channel 45

KASW (CW)

Channel 61

KTAZ (TELEMUNDO)

Channel 39

KPNX (TBN)

Channel 21

KDPH (Daystar)

Channel 48

KPPX (ION)

Channel 51

KAZT (IND)

Channel 7
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10 MOST
FORGOTTEN
ITEMS IN A
MOVE

5. Local Business Errands
Remember to complete transactions
with local businesses (for example,
picking up your dry cleaning).
6. Your New Address
In the flurry of preparing for the
move, you may often forget your
forwarding address – important
information when forwarding periodicals and credit card bills, as well as
keeping in touch with old friends.
Always keep your new address
handy in your wallet or purse.
7. Spare House Keys
The collection of spare house keys
can often be forgotten. Whether it
means getting them from neighbors
who kept them, or retrieving them
from under the rock next to the front
door, don’t forget to gather all sets
before you depart.

While more than 43 million Americans are planning to move this year, even
the most organized person will probably not be able to remember every
detail of the move – or every item. Mayflower suggests adding the above
10 points to the top of your moving preparation list.

1.

Medical Records
Obtaining copies of your medical
records including your dentist, veterinarian
and vaccine-immunization information
can often be overlooked. In some
cases, a notarized letter is required to
receive the official documentation; you
may need to contact the American
Medical Records Association to
determine your new state’s procedure.

sufficient, and records with a raised
seal will be necessary.
3.

4.
2.

School Records
Your child’s permanent school record
cannot follow him or her through life
if it’s left behind. In addition, school
records are usually required when
registering your child at a new
school. Often, copies will not be

142
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Garage Door Opener
Many people often forget to take the
electric garage door opener out of
their car before leaving. Remember
to leave the opener for the new
tenants or owners.
Safe Deposit Box Items
Many people forget to retrieve
important documents from their safe
deposit box. It is also wise to
establish a checking account in your
new town about a month prior to
your move so that you have immediate
access to your account.
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8. Don’t Forget the Pets!
In most cases, moving companies
cannot transport animals or plants.
Remember to make arrangements for
their transfer. You don’t want to leave
“Man’s Best Friend” behind.
9. Old Phone Numbers
Pack phone books from your old
town. You may think you’ll remember
the numbers you frequently call now
but, more likely, you’ll spend a small
fortune on directory assistance
charges to contact old friends or tie
up loose ends.
10. Cleaning
Although your focus will be on your
new home or apartment, you can’t
forget about preparing the old
residence for your exit. Remember to
leave out cleaning supplies for the
final “once over” before closing the
door for good, or make arrangements in advance for a service to
clean it for you.
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